* 


— 6 aA 
; I'S 
Sat, 
FIC. 
W 
r 


5 
mate uh 


3 


— —_ 


IS 


——— —  — 


— — 


— — — 3ĩq dſQ/æỹ 


I beſeech you, Brethre 
tation, for I have written a Lewle unto! > yi in a few 


| words, 05 2 ©) * AUL. Heb. 13. 22. Vt 8 
Faithful are the wounds of a friend. $0L0MoN. Prov. 27. | 


A word ſpoken in due ſeaſon, how good is it? 
. 3 IpEM. Chap. 15. 23. 
A wor fitly ſpoken is like apples of gold in pics. - 
tures of filver, >» IpzM. Chap. 25. 11. 
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Mx Dear Fan 
INE years are now Falmaſ 3 L received 
your firſt Invitation to come amongſt you. The 
proſperity of Zion and the benefit of your own Souls, 
were, I doubt not, the chief motives to the Call you 
de me, I conſidered: it as the Voice of Providence, 
tough I well remember (and deſire never to have the 
Impreſſions eraſed from my mind) that the viſits I firſt, 
paid you, were in weakneſs, and in fear, and in much 
trembling d; under a lively ſenſe of my great unworthi- 
neſs of the honor you ſeemed inclined quickly to confer - 
upon me, of making me your Paſtor, and a; conſciouſ- 
neſs of my incapacity: for the due Performance of the 
many arduous Services, to which I was ſenſible, that office 
would neceſſarily call me. Through the good hand of my 
Gov: upon me, I continue to this day ©: and in the 
joy of my heart, entertaining the moſt grateful ſentiments 
of the divine kindneſs for the favors, the numerous favers 
I have received from him, would erect * Te * Re- . 


5 * May 2, 1766, » 1 Cor. 2. 3. N 3. 18. A. 26. 22. 
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ſayings! % N the Lord helped us, x Sam. 0 12. 


righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus. 


825 | 


membrance à, and admire and adore that love, that not- 

withſtanding all my REAR Hons and ere bath 
me hitherto Ae: 

Tur it has been my ardent deſire to do all the I - 

I could amongſt you, I can fincerely ſay; but the Lorp 


knows, and you, my Friends, cannot I think, be wholly 


inſenſible of, the great and numerous Imperfections, with 
which my poor Labors have been attended, And give 


me leave to tell you, though I cannot forbear bluſhing 


on a ſerious review of theſe, yet the charity and candor 
moſt of you have diſcovered in this reſpect, refle& con- 
fiderable honor upon you as profeſſors of the meek and 


compsſſonate T.ESU'S, and are nd ſmall encour N 


to me to pfocted chearfully in my work. God is my 


witneſs, how greatly I long after you all in the bowels 
of Jeſus Chriſt f. 


TRE great God by his dicks power, and I truſt, in 


infinite goodneſs to each of us, has been pleaſed to, ſpare 
us through the viciſſitudes and dangers of another year, 


(a year crowned with his loving kindneſs with reſped 2 


us in patticafar, -'as many heretöfböre have been) 
ſeveral of our friends, and ſome to whom we were zelle 
in the bonds of the Goſpef, have been called off the 
ſtage of Lime, appenred before the Judge of all, aud 
received their unalterable fentence! 

Permit me, my Priends, - upon this occaſion, to re- 
mind you that, upon recolteRion, I have nbt ſpent, 


find, ſo much CY one year” anooge you, without en 


4 Thek Samui took” a Rhee and 9 A Mir 5 and 


Shen, and called the name of it Eben-etet, (a ſtone o help) 


Tre} F £44 + © 


vi "Then went e David in; and fat” betete the Lond n ke 


ſaid, who am I, © Lord God? and "a: is N e 1 thoy * 


haſt . brough | me nts? > 2, Sam. 71s 


2 | And this. £2 pray that ; your Pie may abonnd, yet more and 1 
judgment; that ye may approve 


more, in knowledge, and in 2 


things that are excellent, that ye may be ſincere and without 
offence till the day of Chriſt: being filled with the fruits of 


Chait, unto the glory and 


K of God. Phil. 1. —12. 


one 
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. Ale 6 ay ER dy dem We pve ie 6899p 
beet” told of the breschés this thiverfl kyfant Ras Hats 
in ocker chfiftizrs focieties7 bur, 96" ür nc“ fmalf forrow,? 
F mean in ſome Partichlar inſtances; ſeen bim Etiteft1 
our of commutity, remobitig thoſe fröm befbf” our 
Who bid fair for uſefulneſs amongſt us, and in WHom — 
promiſed ourſelves a great deaf of © happinef#" and co 
fort. But all that Goc goes, is right, Aud 1 hope we 
have been concerned td dcquieſce i. thoſe afffictiv di,. 
peufations, and tö leartt tiidfe inſtrückive Leſtont from fitem 
they were adapted to tender us; and efpectalfy been lf 
mated thereby to give all Gligence to matte our oben caffe 
ing and election 0 8, arid to rum with” greater vigoue 
than ever the rate that is ſet before us . 2 
"The few years I Have” been amongſt you, I Have Bebit 
called to attend the funeral ſolemnitiev of perfons in Every 
ſtage of life, from the Infant to the Man of grey bairs. 
T Hive ſtood over the grave of tlie Chile, e r Helle 
altet it begun to breathe, breathed dut its faff = of ths 
Yotith, who, like 4 fair bloffom in an eaily ſpring, Hauk 
z möſt ptbinifing' appearance, but ah! dere we were abe 
aloft; Was blaſted; by the ciffing finger of dert. - 
withered — and gone ! of the perſon juſt artived tö the 
vivacity and © vigour of Manhood, whoſe” breafts were full 
of milk, and whole bones were mhoifitened with marrow * 
bat cut off in the prime of ifs, in the morning of hie 
_ days; when - 9 vo appreſten bn OT! be enter-" 


- 4% 


2 455 5 75. en] g IS 151 2 4 | ty 
U rel. eb TY 7 Keb. 12. Bo: bob e 5 


1 „ The Yoith 5 Ey, wp, BEE" 4 wen. watere ke bet 
deep; roſe high, 4 n for man flood: e 4 the 
“Cedar a to tower; and promiſed,” ete long, to 1. the pride, 
« of the ha hbouritt# trees: — behold ! tlie 3 is laid ünto the 
kot; the fatal Blow ſtruek; . and all its 'brafithifiy henors ttihe, 


ei hed to the duſt;" 
| Henver" s Med. vol. 1. p. 17. ode ect 


* One diet” in lis full ſtrength; (EF © wholly at Yr and 

eg dieth in 1 of his dul, and never eat- 
| with pleaſure. PThey that} lie down alike in the duſt, and 
the worms ſhall cover Ban. Job z 2326. ; 


tained 


n |, — And of others who had 


arrived at three ſcore years and ten, before they made 
their exit, whoſe ſtrength was become labor and ſorrow n, 


wit reſpect to whom 1 may ſay, the keepers of the 


Houſe trembled, and thoſe that locked out of the win 


dews were darkned, that upon their heads the almond 
tree flouriſhed, the lighting down, of the graſshopper was 
become a burden on the bending. ſhoulders, and defire 


Itſelf failed in the, liftleſs, inactive, lethargic ſoul o. 


Arp that, my Friends, which hath happened to others. 
whom. we once knew, and with. whom. we were conver- 


Fant; | muſt neceſſarily, before it be. a great while; and 


for aught we can , aſſure ourſelves to the contrary, may 


quickly be the lot of each of us. Our breath is in our, 


noſtrils, and wherein are we to be accounted of P? What 
are our lives they are even as vapours, that appear for a 
little time, and then vaniſh away 4. Every year and every 


day; every hour and moment, I may ſay, we are liable 


to the arreſts of that mighty conqueror to whom prince 
and peaſant, magiſtrates and ſubjects, maſters and ſervants, 
ſaints. and ſinners are upon a level, for he is no reſpecter 


of perſons. And how many of us who are now in the 
vigour of health, and whoſe mountain appears to ſtand 


firm, may be ſummoned to exchange our preſent places 
in the land of the living, for a ſilent manſion in the 


duſt and darkneſs of the grave, before the year, which is 
now. commenced, hath. finiſhed its courſe, that God only 


1 And indeed, who could] have ſuſpected, that ſo bright A 
46 Sun, ſhould go down at noon? To human appearance, his hill 
<« ſtood ſtrong: length of days ſeemed written in his ſanguine 

« countenance ::, he folaced bimſelf with the proſpect. of a long, 
at Jong ſeries of earthl ſatisfactions.-—-When, lo! an unexpected 
« ſtroke deſcends I de r from that mighry arm, which lerer 
« turneth the mountains by their roots; and cruſhes the imagi- 


wh al our FO. ſqueeze ſach a feeble, fluttering inſect 

eat , SJ 
Heaver' s Med. vol. 1. p. 27. 
This deſcription is not the flight of imagination, but foun- 


ded in matter o fact. 


* Pa, 90. 10. Alluding to Solomon's beautiful Sketch 


of Anatomy, Eccleſ. 12, r. ® Iſa. 2. 23. 7 Jam. 4. 14. 
knows, 


«Ty cally hero, before the Moth, Job 4. 19, as quickly, and more 
_ 
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| knows, in whoſe hands our 'breath i abu whoſe 27e 


our ways r. 

' SuryER me Ou my Jer Friends, with”; all that” feri- 
ouſneſs and ſolemnity: which are ſuited to the circum- 
ſtances, of a frail mortal in the views of an awful eter- 
aity; and at the ſame time with all that warmth and 
ardor of affection, which becomes your miniſter, who can 
with the moſt unaffected ſincerity aſſure you, he is moſt 
tenderly concerned for your 'preſent comfort and future feli- 
city :—Suffer me to preſent you with a few words of exhor- 
tation, with a deſign to ſtir up your minds by way of re- 
membrance . And think not, I intreat you, from what: 
I may ſay, that T mean to throw out any reflections upon 
you, or to inſinuate any thing diſhonorable to you, either 
as meh or as chriſtians, This I can atteſt is moſt diſtant from 
my deſign. But peruſe the following pages, as proceeding 
from the pen of him who feels the moſt ſenſible regard for 
your ſpiritual and eternal intereſts, who deſires to employ 
his time and improve his talents, to promote the welfare of 
your better part more eſpecially ; and-who, ſhould this fee- 
ble effay be any, way conducive to this great end, will 
abundantly rejoice.”. -. 

Ta1s being the cafe, though I addreſs you now through 
the channel of this plain and. unornamented performance; 


tho? I don't fo much as attempt to bring with me any 


diſtinguiſhed excellency of compoſition, any ſuperior force 
of argument, or uncommon delicacy of ſentiment ; though 
you have often, I doubt not, had the ſame things inculcated 
upon you, by my worthy predeceſſor , which I am now. 
about to inforce ; and perhaps, in a much better manner, 


than I am capable of doing it ; though the ſame Exhortations | 


1 here ſend * TY from the preſs you have frequently heard 


: Dan. 5. 23. 

And 1 beſeech you, Brethren, ſuffer the word of exhortation: 

eb. 13. 22. Beloved, I now write unto you----I ſtir up your 
pure minds by way of remembrance. 2 Pit. 3. 1. Yea, I think 
it meet, as long as I am in this db. to ſtir you oa by 
putting you in remembrance; knowing that ſhortly I muſt put off 
this my tabernacle.---I will endeavour that you may be able after 
my deceaſe, to have theſe things always in remembrance. 'z Pet. I. 
73-167 EP 2 late Rev. Mr. Thomas Burch. 
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| likewiſe with ſome degree of anthority to invite 425 to 
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no ſort of pretenſion, to any ing e or extraordinary g 
neither to 2 thought, nor poliſhed ſtyle, to dice cri- 
; QU 


| *, though t mae 


| profgund learning; .though what 1 have o fay, 
ſhall be ſtudigudy plain, and brought Joyn. to, the Level of 


"the meaneſt capacity---yet, as my intentions are ſincere, 


owever imperfeQtly they may be executed; ſince the trurhs 
T recommend $9. you #7e of, che, mob lem importance ; 
and have à very intimate relation to the well-being of your 


never dying part, —while I ſpeak with all becoming mo- 


deſty, and not from a ſpirit of vain oſtentatien; (however 
pncommon the mode of this addreſs may be) ſuffer me 


perſuade and intreat you, yea, to lay my commands upon 
you to command you, as you haye any regard to my 
comfort and uſefulneſs amongſt you,——as you have any 
value for your own precious and immortal ſouls, ——s you 
are concerned for the intereſt of true religion amongſt. us,— 
as you would reflect an honor upon your holy profeſſion in 
the view of the world around you——yea, and which opght 
to be of primary conſideration, ——as you will anſwer for 
it at the bar of the ſov'reign judge of all, at the great day 
of univerſal retribution ;———Read {criouſly, reflect cloſely 


| upon, and pray fervently oyer, the few lines 1 here preſent 


you. And Jet me enjoy the privilege of mingling my ſup, 
plications to heaven with yours, that the bleſling of Al. 
mighty God, may accompany this mean Addreſs, into whole 
hands ſoever it may happen to fall; and that you, my 
friends, in particular, for whoſe ſervice tis more eſpecially 


A may be aſſiſted to reduce my, adyice to practiſe. 


Tak advices I propoſe to offer, ſhall be comprized in 
the following brief particulars. Be intreated then, 

To make the concerns of your ſouls, the proſperity of 
them here, and their happineſs hereafter, the principal ob- 
jects of your attention. Your fouls, my dear Friends, your 


ſouls, are your all, They are pearls of great price, je vels 


I haye generally made a point of improving the firſt and laſt 


fabbaths of the year, by making choice of ſuch ſubjects as J judged 
faited to theſe periods. „„ 


ol 
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of ineſtimable value. Every one of your ſouls is of infi- 
nitely greater worth than the whole world v. The poſſeſſion 
of the univerſe cannot compenſate the loſs of a ſoul. What 
will it profit a man, if he gain the whole world and loſe 
his own ſoul *. If your ſpirits be ſecure you are greatly 
rich and . ſhall be unſpeakably happy. If they be loſt, a 
thouſand worlds acquired, will leave you in the depth of 
poverty, and all their vaſt variety of delights enjoyed, will 
abandon you to the acuteſt miſery, The temporal proſperity. 
of ſome amongſt you, will avail you little; I may ſay, juſk 
nothing at all, if your ſouls be not ſafe in the hands of God, 
ſafe for an eternity. Nor need the poverty and meanneſs of 
any of your outward. circumſtances, in the leaſt depreſs you, 
if you be but intereſted in nobler bleſlings, the bleſſings of 
God's everlaſting covenant Y, “. | 


| Be ſure then, whatever elſe you depreciate, do not under- 
value your immortal ſouls. Suffer. not every caſual inci- 
dent, to awaken your concern; or every tranſitory joy, to 
command your regard, while the welfare of your intellec- 
tual and immortal part ſues in vain, for your moſt ſerious 


May I here be allowed the liberty of reciting a paſſage from 
that moſt excellent man, the Rev, Dr. Doadridee; and the rather I 
rejoice to do this, ſince it is not, I believe, to be found in any of the 
Doctor's publications. The eternal ſalvation, ſays he, of one 
„ ſoul, is of greater importance, and big with greater events, than 
„the temporal ſalvation of an whole kingdom, though it were for 
the ſpace of ten thouſand ages: becauſe there will come up a 
point, an inſtant in eternity, when that one ſoul ſhall have exiſted 
as many ages as all the individuals of an whole kingdom, ranged 
in cloſe ſucceſſion, will in the whole have exiſted in ten thouſand 
ages. Therefore one ſoul is capable of a larger ſhare of happi- 
neſs or miſery throughout an endleſs eternity, (for that will be 
„before it ſtill) than an whole kingdom is capable of in ten 
«© thouſand ages. There is ſomething quite new in this thought, 
and worthy our. moſt ſerious attention. mos a 
6 Eternity l we are abſorbed, ſwallowed up, loſt in the idea, 
„when millions of years have rolled round, the immortal ſpirit 
* will be but beginning in its exiſtence.” . Lea, (as Hervey ob- 
ſerves) © it will be but beginning to begin.“ | | 
> 44... 4. » STENNET's Diſc, on Perſonal Relig. vol. 1. p. 164. 
* Or what ſhall a man give in exchange for his ſoul? Mat. 26.26. 
Although my houſe be not ſo with God; yet he hath made 


with me an everlaſting covenant, ordered in all things and ſure, 


this is all my falvation and al] my deſire, although he make it not to 
grow. 2 Sam. 23. 5. | | 
„. <-> eltvttk B care. 
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You cannot poſlibly entertain too exalted ideas of 


* 


care. 


your ſouls. They cannot be eſtimated above their real va- 


lue. That which in other inſtances would be the moſt ridi- 
culous pride, in this, is behaviour the moſt wiſe and pru- 
dent. Neglect, defpiſe, contemn, what you pleaſe, I was 
going to ſay, but Oo be ſure, be ſolicitous, moſt anxiouſly. 
ſolicitous about your ſpiritual and eternal intereft. Where 

ould your attention and diligence be exerciſed, if not 
here? Let nothing that concerns your bodies, or any 
ecular affairs whatever, make you careleſs in reſpect of 
thoſe which are of infinite importance. Conſider your ſouls, 
as proceeding immediately from God, the Father of Spirits; „ 
as the breath of the Almighty's noſtrils and as capable of 
the divine image, Contemplate the honor conferred' on 
them when the Son of God himſelf, he who decorated the 
heavens with ſtars and crowned the ſtars with luſtre, when he 
was united to a human ſoul, took fleſh and tabernacled 
amongſt us 2. Conſider the amazing faculties with which 
your ſpirits are endued, what has been done for the redemp- 
tion of them, what fot their deſtruction *, and what for 


This, if I miſtake not; is the preciſe import of the original 
word, 8gxyvwoty, Jo. 1. 14. This is even now the apparel, 
(ſays a valuable writer). “ of that divine and adorable perſon. He 
© is cloathed with our nature; he wears our very limbs; and ap- 
* pears in the dreſs of humanity, even at the right hand of God, 
and at the head of all the heavenly hoſts,” 

All the principalities and powers of darkneſs have been uni- 
tedly engaged, even from the beginning to deſtroy, if poſſible, the 
ſou] of man. If they had judged it but of little wort h, they would 
not have been ſo earneſt for die deſtruction of it. Fhis reminds 
me of a paragraph in Doddridge's Sermons on Regeneration, The 
Devil is always repreſented” as the inveterate enemy of our hap- 
% pineſs. His rage is expreſſed by that of a roaring lion, 1 Pet. 5. 
© 8, that walks about, Ceking whom he may devour, and with un- 
«© wearied dihgence he is continually employed in forming and pur- 
<< ſuing his temptations : and this is the grand deſign of all, that 
he may exclude us from the promiſed felicity; while ſinners are 
< in their unregtnerate ſtate, he endeavours to engage all their re- 
„ gards to the objects of time and ſenſe; and for that purpoſe he 
< continually preſents them with a variety of entertainments and 
% amuſemerts ſuited to their reſpective tempers and circumſtances. 
If they are awaken'd to any ſerious concern about their eternal 
ſalvation, he uſes his utmoſt addreſs to divert their minds from an 
attendance to it: and for this purpoſe he diſplays before them all 
the allurements of ſin in its moſt engaging forms; and if they are 
not captivated with theſe, he often puts on a face of terror, and 

% endeavors 


cc 
cc 


their renewal and ſanctification. Particularly remember that 
they have the Stamp af Immortality upon them, and WiIl 
neyer, never die. 80 that. while in reſpe& of your bodies 
vou are a kin to; brutes and worms, you are, in regard of 
your ſouls, allied not only to angels, but even to the eternal 
CS EEE uni pc at cs „„ „ 


ce endeayors to affright them from religion by the moſt gloomy re- 
«« preſentations of it, or by horrible — diſtracting ſuggeſtions, that 
5 1t is now forever. too late to attain it. -Or+4t divine grace ſur- 
* mount all this oppoſition, and the ſinner reſolutely chuſes his 
5 portion in heaven, and puts his ſoul into the hands of Chriſt to be 
% conducted to it: the (malice of Satin purſues him even to that 
© ſacred retreat, which he has ſought in the arms of his Saviour. 
And if he cannot prevent the ſoul from entering into heaven, he 
„will at leaſt labor to bring it into thofe delays and relapſes, vehic 
© may divert its regards to that bleſſed world, Which may cloud its 
* evidences of it, and may at leaſt, as much as poſhble, diminiſh 
* the degree of its glory there.“ 6 | p 


Since I wrote this, I have happily dropt on a, Paſſage in Her- 
vey's Med, ſo appoſite to my preſent purpoſe, relative to the ſurpaſ- 
ſing worth of an immortal ſoul; that I cannot by. any means excuſe 
myſelf from preſenting the reader with a tranſcript of it. The 
© ſoul that informs our, clay :—the ſoul, that teaches us to think, 
“ and enables us to chooſe ;. that qualifies us to reliſh rational plea- 


ce ſure, and to breathe” fublime deſire: the ſoul, that is poſſeſſed . 


c of ſuch noble faculties; and above all, is endued with the dread- 
5e ful, the glorious capacity of being pained, or, bleſſed, for ever. 
© This ſoul ſurpaſſes in worth, whatever the eye can ſee; whatever, 
of material, the fancy can imagine. Before one ſuch intellectual 
e being, all the moſt aſtoniſhing magnificence of the intelligent ere, 
ation, becomes poor and contemptible. For this omnipotence it- 
© ſelf has waked and worked through every age. To convince thi 
* ſoul, the fundamental laws of Nature have been controuled ; Ang 
«© the moſt amazing miracles,' have alarmed all the ends of the earth, 
© To inſtru this ſoul, the wiſdom of Heaven has been transfuſed 
into the ſacred page; and miſſionaries have been ſent from the 
„ great King, who reſides in light n To ſanctify 
© this ſoul, the Almighty Comforter takes the wings of a dove; and 
„ with a ſweet, transforming influence, broods on the human heart, 
And O, to redeem this ſoul from guilt; to reſcue it from hell; 
« the Heaven of Heav'ns was bowed, and Gop himſelf came down 
* to dwell in duſt. Let me pauſe, a moment, upon this impor- 
© tant ſubject. What are the ſchemes, which engage the attention 
« of eminent ſtateſmen, and mighty monarchs, compared with the 
grand intereſts of an immortal ſoul ? The ſupport of commerce, 
and the ſucceſs of armies, though extremely weighty affairs; yet, 
„if laid in the balance againſt the ſalvation of a ſoul, are lighter 
* than the downy feather, poiſed againſt talents of gold. To fave 
* a navy from ſhipwretk or a kingdom from; ſlavery, are delive- 
© rances of the moſt momentous nature, that the tranſactions of 
mortality can admit, But O! how they ſhrink into an inconſi- 
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VaLve your ſouls then not only for the ſake of him whoſe 
impreſſion they wear, and for whoſe glory they were made; 
but prize them as they have ſo near a relation to another 
world, for which they were created, and to which they are 
every day haſtening. Value them as ſpiritual, value them 
as immortal. Let your principal employments and enjoy- 
ments here, be ſuited, to the ſublime nature of them. Let 
no temptations whatever make you forgetful of them, or 
remiſs in promoting their everlaſting intereſts ©. Your bo- 
dies are but clods, but remember they incloſe a ſtar. Poliſh 
not the caſket, while you neglect the jewel within. Be con- 
cerned above all things elſe to have an intereſt in God's par- 
doning mercy and forgiving grace. Then, as the conſe- 
quence, of ſo divine a blefling, ſhall you be the very happy 
ſubjects of peace of conſcience, the favor of God, and a 
good hope through grace of everlaſting glory. In ſhort, 
felicity, true felicity, ſhall be all your own. © 

B of God, as the richeſt, nobleſt good you can poſſibly 
enjoy, that you may'ſhare in the bleſſings of the covenant of 
grace. Theſe are all your ſalvation, O let them be all your 
deſire. This covenant is the glorious charter of your ſpi- 
ritual privileges and the only ſolid baſis of true peace, con- 
ſolation and joy, either in life or death. This covenant is 
well ordered in all things and ſure, it contains promiſes 
equal to all your wants, and is ſecured by the immutable 


4c derable trifle, if (their aſpe& upon immortality forgot) they are 
4 ſet in competition with the delivery of a ſingle foul, trom the an- 
*c. guiſh and horrors of a diſtreſſed eternity.“ If we conſider, 
<<, ſays a celebrated writer, the dignity of an intelligent being, 
< and put that in the ſcale againſt brute and inanimate matter, we 
% may affirm, without over-valuing human nature, that the ſoul of 
© one virtuous and religious man is of greater worth and excellency, 
« than the fun, and his planets, and all the ftars in the world.“ 
Not all yon luminaries quench'd at once | 
Were half ſo ſad, as one gs Sees mind, 


W hich gropes for happineſs and meets deſpair. 


NicaT-THOUGHTS. 


© Even an heathen could ſay, Major ſum et ad majora natus 
quam ut corpori ſim mancipium. In plain Engliſh, Jam too noble 
a creature, and came into the world for greater purpoſes,. than to be 
a drudge to the body. Conſonant to which is the Apoſtle's exhor- 
tation, Make not proviſion for the fleſh to fulfil the luſts thereof. 
Rom. 13. 14. Strengthened by his own example, I keep under my 
pe 1 Cor. 9. 27. O that all the profeſſors of religion could fin- 
cerely adopt the ſame language ! 


love, 


(WEE 


love, power and faithfulneſs of God in Chriſt Jeſus tbe 
mediator. As by, Faith we diſcern our intereſt in the blef. 
ſings of this covenant at firſt, ſo. the evidence of our intereſt 
will bear proportion to the degree and activity of our faith. 
Pray therefore to the Lord to increaſe your faith 4, that you 
may be filled with all joy and peace in believing, and N55 
abound i in hope through the power of the Holy Ghoſt *.. 
As intimately connected with the preceding, give me lea 
to exhort you to cultivate ſerious religion, as the main an 

moſt important buſineſs of your lives, —as that for which 
you were "chiefly made, and in which your bigheſt happineſs 
and honor do conſiſt. | One thing is needful . Religion is 
the principal thing, with a conſcientious ſolicitade therefore 
aim at being the ſubjects of it, —with all your getting, get 
this ſpiritual underſtanding 8. That religion is a concern of 
infinite importance, every one muſt needs acknowledge, who 
admits that in reality there is ſuch a thing, It enters into 
the eſſence of our happineſs 3; for a truly religious man is 
the only happy man in the whole world. It takes in the 
whole compaſs of our well-being both natural and ſpiritual. 
Alt hath reſpe& both to body and ſoul. lt extends its 
influence through time and eternity. I cannot en umerate 
to you the many rich advantages which reſult from the expe- 
rience and practice of religion, both in the preſent life, 
and in that which is to come. Knowledge, reputation, 
friendſhip, ſubſiſtence, health; however defirable, conſidered 
in themſelves, —not any, or all theſe things, are to be put 
in the balance with real religion b. Religion, is admira- 


bly adapted to promote the true happineſs of- mankind ia 


every age of life; of the young, the perſon, of riper 
years, and the man of grey hairs, in every relation of 
life; whether princes or peaſants, magiſtrates or ſubjects, 
maſters or ſervants, parents or children. Ho- neceſſary is ĩt 
to inſtruct us in our duty, to animate us to the due perfor- 
mance of it, and to encourage and aſſiſt us in it —t 
every f ſtate _ circumſtance of _ it pours amoſt innumes 


* 5. 4 
© Rom. 15. 16. f Luke 10. 42, 5 Referring to Prov. 4. 7» 
u Stennett's Sermon, upon the Importance of Religion, 


rable 


* And the Apoſtles f ſaid unto the Lord, increaſe our faith, Luke 
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rable bleſſings upon us. How great its advantages in the 
Reights of proſperity; to keep us humble, to make us thank - 
ful and uſeful,.— what a noble, reviving cordial to the 
faking! ſpirits in the depths of adverſity, hat a divine 
refreſnment in ſickneſs, and how like a cryſtal lamp does it 
Illemine even the dark valley of the ſhadow of death. 
View the man with the world ſmiling upon him, and he in 
ee of an affluence of all outward good, - but, de- 
tute of religion, how unhappy his condition! Or ſee 
him ſtript of all the deſirables of life; its profits, honors 
and pleaſures ; embarraſſed with difficulties, fatigued and 
worn out with difappointments, reduced to heggary and 
want, preſſed down with diſgrace and contempt, languiſhing 
under the pains and weaknefſes of declining nature, treated 
with coldneſs and ſad negle& by ſome, and ntterly forſaken 
and abandoned by others, ——and,——devoid of the ſup- 
Ports which religion affords, what bath ſuch a man to com- 
fort him? He is emphatically miſerable !——-Miſerable , in 
life, but——more. ſo in death, and II tremble to ſpeak 
t —moſt of all, in another world! He only knows what 
true happineſs means, who hath. entered into the ſpirit _of 
religion, —hath taſted its ſweetneſs and felt its enliv'ning, 
transforming energy. Such a man may well indeed be ani- 
mated to the vigorous: diſcharge of the duties of, life, — 
Krengthned o ſupport under the afflictions of it, to 
zefiſt its numerous and powerful tem ptations,.— and who 
Tetains ſo juſt an idea of the value of his enjoyments, and 
receives them with ſuch a ſacred guſt, as the man of real 
religion? Religion, 1 repeat it again, is not only adap- 
ted to make us happy in life, but comfortable in death, and 
O, what a pleaſing, raviſhing aſpect hath it upon a future, 
anvifible and eternal ſtate of being. Religion hath God, the 
Fountain of all excellency and perfection for its author. 
*Fis not a flower which grows in the uncultivated garden of 
nature. tis one of thoſe good and perfect gifts, which 
comes down from above, from the father of lights i. The 
ſpirit is the proper ſeat of its reſidence. Tis a certain ſome- 
thing between God and a man's on ſoul. Religion 1s heart 
work. Wherever it is, its effects will be apparent, but itſelf 


1 Jam. 1. 17. 


is 
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is an e divine; ſpiritaas and heav'nly ching. It owes” 
its exiſtence, with all the conſolations and Powers of it in 
this life; and all the joys and triumphs of it in another, to 
the humiliation and death of JESUS, the Son of God. 
How aſtoniſhing then the madneſs of the generality of man- 
kind, that they are ſo wot concerned about an affair of infi- 
nite moment! O that by the grace of God, men would 
ſeriouſly, and in earneſt attend to this grand concern; 
vigorouſly and perſeveringly purſued it, ——Your being truly 
ſerious, or not ſo, my friends, this, this is the main, capital, 

all momentous conſideration, Every other concern is tri- 
fling, compared with this. This is the great hinge upon 
which will turn your happineſs or miſery for an eternity. 
Be concerned then, O! be concerned, I beſeech you, to en- 
tertain conſtantly upon your minds, a deep, operative and 
abiding ſenſe of its vaſt importance. Swim not upon the 
ſurface of it. Enter into it's very heart and foul. Make it 
your endeavour to arrive at ſome ſolid, -ſcriptural hope, that 
you are intereſted in ſpiritual bleſſings, that God has 
begun his good work in you, ——that you are new creatures, 
born again. Be not eaſy, be not ſatisfied, while this is a 
matter of doubt and uncertainty with you. For this pur- 
poſe, pray to God, read his word, compare your frames and 
experiences with thoſe of other chriſtians, and of his people 
particularly recorded there; make uſe, in ſhort, of all poſi- 
ble means that you may come to ſome delightful perſuaſion i in 
your own breaſts, that you are begotten again to a lively 
hope *, and the heirs of a glorious immortality.— The bulk 
of perſons, I am ſorry to ſay it, pay little or no regard, to 
true religion; they think it a matter of no ſort of conſe- 
quence to them, —as beneath their notice. Great numbers 
are public enemies to it, fooliſhly enough apprehending it 
hath a pernicious rather than an advantageous tendency. 
And too many, I am afraid, who appear to have ſome reve- 
rence for it, are greatly miſtaken wherein its real nature con- 
liſts. Now what I ſincerely wiſh, my dear friends, for you 
Is, that every one of you may be genuine n 
Iſraelites indeed, in whom there is no guile l, not almoſt 
merely, but altogether chriſtians m. Many of you have 


* 1 Pet. 1. 3. 1 Jo. 1. 47. m In alluſion to Acts 26. 29 
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made 2 Poblie profeſsion of the name of Chriſt, ou har 
enliſted under the banner of JESUS, the great Captain, of 


Salvation, you call yourſelves . by his name, — you 
wear his garb. But Ol be not ſatisfied, . barely With this 
profeſsion. Aim at vital religion; (Which is, it muſt be ac- 
knowledged, very much on the. decline even among the zea- 
lous.) I appeal to you thus pyblickly, have I not often told 
you, in our aſſemblies, how far it is poſsible a perſon may 
go in a profeſsion, and yet not be in the poſſeſsion of true 
grace? Have I not frequently warned you againſt reſting i in 
a formal round of external obſervances, as 2 moſt dangerous 
Rate, without having a ſpiritual, ſavoury acquaintance with, 
divine things? The kingdom of God is not in word, but in, 
power n. Let nothing ſhort then of the life and power of 
godlineſs content you. You who truſt from good evidence, 
you are-the happy ſubjeRts of it, give God the praiſe of what 
he hath done for you © and in you, In proportion to the 
worth of the favor received, ſhould be the chearfulneſs of 
your ſpirits, and the gratitude of your hearts. You. had 
been miſerable, though he had given you a diadem, had he 
denjed you the bleſſing of true religion, Dread the thought 
of deceiving yourſelves, or deceiving others, in a matter 
of ſuch prodigious conſequence, in which your ſouls, your 
all is at ſtake . To you, who remain utter ſtrangers to, 
religion in the life and power of it; I would only once more 
ſound the important tidings, and. God grant the hint may 
make a deep and laſting impreſſion upon your minds. 
religion religion, is the one thing needful p. 

My next chriſtian advice ſhall be, that you conſtantly and 
ſeriouſly ſtudy your Bibles, The Bible is the beſt book that 
was * wrote 4, and a very ſingular bleſsing | moſt certainly 


n x Cor. 4. 20» 


4 The Lord hath done _ things for us, whereof we are: glad, 
Pſa. 126. 3. 


P Vid. Biſhop Boveridge' 0 thoughts on religion. - 


1 Are any of my readers deſirous of ſeeing the moſt beautiful. de- 
ſcription of the ele cance and dignity of the Scriptures, that perhaps 
ever appeared in print; I would recommend to his peruſal at a lei- 
ſure hour, Herve 5 Theron and. Aſpaſio, vol. 1. dial. 1. which I 
flatter Uns will afford him, (if he be a perſon of taſte, diſcern- 
ment and piety) a moſt rich entertainment, 


it 


& 
— 


\ 
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it is. Tis celebrated, yon remember, by the ſweet finger of 
Iſrael; as a ſov'reign favor, that. which rrowns the other in- 
ſtances of the divine goodneſs.— God hath. ſhewed his word. 
unto Jacob, his ſtatutes. and ordinances unto Iſrael J. Tis 
mentioned alſo as a moſt diſtinguiſhing bleſſing, from which, 
great multitudes are excluded; for he hath not dealt ſo with 
all nations, neither have the heathen knowledge of his 
laws. This ſacred volume is put into our hands, as the 
inſpired penman of it afſure us, for! our; reproof, correction 
and inſtruction in righteouſneſs, to make us wiſe unto ſal. 
vation, — to furniſhi us thoroughly unto all good works *.; 
and to build us up, and give us an inheritance among them 
that are ſanctiſied u. The Bible is the great treaſury of docs 
ttines, of precepts, of promiſes, exceeding great and pre- 
cious , —of threatning, examples, the moſt illuſtrious and 
animating.—— The Bible is the charter of our privileges, 
and the refulgent and ſteady Pole Star, to aſſiſt us in ſteering 
aright through the dangers and darkneſs of this tumultuous 


ocean. Would you enjoy, my friends, the moſt awful, 


and yet amiable views of the great and bleſſed God; are 
you deſirous of having a clear and joyful revelation of par- 
don, and acceptance with the offended Deity through Chriſt 
Jeſus, —of the regenerating and ſanctifying influences of the 
divine ſpirit; you have all this, and a great deal more in the 
Bible. Here life and immortality are brought to light . 


Here the dreadful, delightful realities of the unſeen worlds are 


repreſented to us. Here we are told the nature and extent of 
our duty, —exeited to the performance of it by the nobleſt 
motives, and directed where to look for aſſiſtance in the 
right diſcharge of it. Every thing neceſſury to life and god- 
lineſs is here revealed. Should not then the Scriptures, 
think you, be exceeding precious to your ſouls ?—— More 
precious than gold, yen, than the fineſt, the pureſt gold; 


ſweeter alſo by far than the honey, and the dropping of that 


delicious liquid, from the honey comb Y;,—Say, my friends, 
if it be not your indiſpenſible duty to exerciſe yourſelves in 


theſe oraclet of everlaſting truth, both by day and night*2? 


Jo peruſe them diligently by Day, - cloſely to meditate 


5 Pla. 147. 19. V. 20. t 2 Tim. 3. 15.— 17. u Acts 20. 32. 
* 2 Pet. 1. 4. * 2 Tim, 1. 10. y Pfa, 19. 10. 2 Pia. 1. 2 1 
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on them by Night ? Should they not be your eDellght add 
your Counſellors *? Of whatever age you may be, in what» 
ever ſtation, or condition? Should they not be the moſt. 
favourite topics of your converſation, with your children, 
your domeſtics, your neighbours, your friends, when 
you lie down, when you riſe up, when you walk by the 
way, and fit in the houſe ®,---Bear then a ſuperlative eſteem 
for the Bible. Let it not lie by day after day, and one week 
after another, as a deſpiſed, neglected, forgotten book, while 
every News Paper, filly Novel, or empty Romance 1s pre- 
ferred to it. Take the higheſt pleafure in that company, 
that delights to converſe moſt on its ſacred contents, . Let not 
every diverſion engage your attention, and the moſt-trifling 
impertinencies employ your tongues ; as though the Lord's 
Word were inſipid or irkſome to you. Treat not this hea- 
venly Manna, as the bread that periſhed was once treated by 
the Iſraelites, who had both the ingratitude and inſolence to 
ſay, our ſoul loatheth this light bread ©. Of how much dave 
Jacwpuniſhment, than was inflicted upon them, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall 
you be thought worthy d, ſhould you contemn the food which 
endures to everlaſting life. Study then, my Friends, your 
Bible. Study them ſeriouſly, —ſtudy ſome portion of them 
every day,—read them in your retirements,—read them in 
your families. Let not a ſlight and ſuperficial glance now and 
then ſuffice ; but peruſe them frequently, —peruſe them with 
earneſt Prayer to the Spirit of all Grace, that the Word may 
prove an engrafted Word, and ſo be able to ſave your ſouls ©. 
It was by this bleſſed Word, as the mean in the hand of the 
Almighty Agent, that you were begotten again to a new and 
ſpiritual life f,—*tis by the ſame Word, principally, that 
your divine life is nouriſhed and maintained ;— Having 
therefore raſted that the Lord is gracious, deſire the ſincere 
Milk of the Word, that you may grow thereby s. A fre- 
quent and ſerious uſe of the Bible, is of the laſt importance, 
you are bound to read it, you are highly culpable 
if you neglect it, to treaſure it up in your hearts, and 
reduce what you read to practice. I pray, the duſt of none 
of your Bibles may appear (excuſe the coarſeneſs of the ex- 
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2 Pſa. 119. 24. b Alluding to Deut. 6. 7. Num: 21. 5- 
4 Heb. 10. 29, © Jam, 1. 21. f x Pet. 1. 23. 8 1 Pet. 2. 2 3. 
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preſſion) in judgment againſt you another day. A Chrif- 


tian, who. does not make conſcience of reading his Bible 3 — 


Impoſlible !- What, would you with. a careleſs air, throw 


aſide an, Epiſtle ſent you by one of your choiceſt Friends, 


"I. 


wrote with his own hand, ſealed with his own ſeal, | 
directed immediately to you, and the contents of which, 
you were perſuaded, were highly important and intereſting 
to you? You would not, you could not, I am certain, act 
ſuch an unfriendly, ſuch an ungrateful part as this. Nor 
can you, if you be Chriſtians, (which I truft many of you 
are,) treat that living Epiſtle, which the great and bleſſed 


God hath deigned to ſend you, in a light, contemptuous 


manner. I am very unwilling, even to admit a Suſpicion of 
—— Think for a moment, of your 
privilege. You have the Goſpel in the purity of it. You 
have the Scriptures in your own mother-tongue, You may 
read them whenever you pleaſe, - nor are you obliged to 
fly into corners to do this. What, do you ſuppoſe, would 
not ſome of your poor, perſecuted Brethren, beyond the 
ſeas, give for the enjoyment of your advantages ? Pity them, 
—pray for them, —ard let your improvement in the know. 
ledge of divine things, run in ſome meaſure parallel, with 
the privileges you enjoy. Diſtinguiſhing favors call for re- 
turns of gratitude and obedience of a more than ordinary 


kind. Lend not a helping hand (if you will permit me the 


language ;) in provoking a holy and merciful God, to re- 


move the candleſtick from its preſent place h as he might 


juſtly do, and give it to a people who ſhould better improve 
the favor than you and I have done. What does the 
illuſtrious Teacher, commiſſioned from Heaven, command 
you? Search the Scriptures . Try every Spirit and Doc. 
trine by them k. It is your felicity, eſteem it ſuch. You 
are not bound to act by an implicit Faith. You need not, 
"tis your own faults if you do, take any thing relating to 


your Souls and Eternity, upon Truſt, —Your circumſtances, - 


my Friends, are widely and happily different from the Laity, 
or common people, members of the Romiſh Communion z 
who have the Key of Knowledge, moft cruelly kept from 
them, who are taught from their infancy to believe whatever 


h Rev. 2. 5. 3 Jo. 5. 9 k 1 Jo. 4. 1. 
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their designing Prieſts tell chem, nor dare they contradid 


o 
. 


them, on pain of eternal damnation. Let no temptation 
whatever, then, cauſe you to neglect a regular, attentive and 
ſerious. peruſal of the Scriptures ; for how, in that caſe, can 
you with any ſhew of reaſon, expect to profit by them. 

NexrT to the ſtudy of the Sacred Writings, permit me to 
recommend with no leſs earneſtneſs, The Study of Vourſelves. 
Be often entering, my Friends, into a ſerious examination, 
how matters ſtand between Gop and your Souls. Dread the 
thought of being deceived in concerns of infinite conſe- 
quence, or of vainly imagining you are what in reality you 


are not, Examine yourſelves whether you be in the Faith; 


Momentous advice! Prove your ownſelves m, A duty this, 
I apprehend, of no ſmall! importance in the divine life, but 
than which perhaps, there is no one in the whole compaſs 
of religion, more lightly attended to. While you exerciſe 
all due circumſpection over your fellow profeſſors, be ſure 
that you by no means. negle& frequently and minutely to 
inſpect your own hearts, O! it will be ſad indeed, ſhould 
any of you incur the charge of keeping with great ſcrupulo- 
tity, the vineyards of others, while your own has been for- 
gotten n, and like the field of the ſluggard, all over-run with 
noxious thorns and briars. Remember that true religion is a 
perſonal thing. And that as your hearts be, ſo are you,andno 
other in the ſight of the heart ſearehing God, Don't be fond 


1 Would you grow in Grace? read the Bible frequently—have 
& ſtated ſeaſons for reading it collect your wandering thoughts 
* and paſſions, while you are reading it=—conſider well that tis 
« the Word of the living God you read, and that by the contents of 
read it with 2 view to profit by it 
* —endeayour to {ay it up in your memory——in fine, pray to Go 
* to enable you to tranſcribe it into your life. And the Word thus 
*© read,” I may be bold to affirm, will do you real good. So it was 
ce the Pſalmiſt made this ſacred Book, imperfe& as the Canon of 
é Scripture then was, the man of his counſel ; entertaining himſelf 
% with it as his Song in the houſe of his pilgrimage. How happy 
for us did we conſcientiouſly imitate his example. — For this and 
ſeveral other Quotations, and a variety of very pertinent and uſeful 
hints (which I have occaſionally interſperſed ;) I acknowledge wy 
ſelf indebted to the excellent Diſcourſes of a moch eſteemed friend; 
who expreſſes in the above lines, in a very conciſe and yet compre- 
henſtve manner, all the ideas, I wiſh to convey, in this paragraph. 

Vid. STENNETT's Diſcourſes on perſonal Religion, vol. 2. p. 108. 


x Cor, 13.5. E Song 1. 6. 
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then of travelling over-much abroad, prying into the faulth 
and failings of others »; but live às much as poffible at 
home. Let your thoughts frequently take a turn within, 


Acquaint yourſelves as much as you can, with the ſecret 


motions and operations of your hearts. Keep a conſtant 
guard upon yourſelves, and make a point of watching the 
tempers of your ſouls,” eſpecially upon critical oceaſions 3 I 


mean thoſe, wherein your integrity and your religious regard 


to God and your duty, are put to any remarkable trial. Be 
ſtrict, be rigorous, and impartial in your ſcrutiny of your- 
ſelves. You owe to yourſelves great faithfulneſs, as profeſſors 
of the religion of JESUS. Take heed' to your religion, 
that it be ſincere and geniine. - that it be lively and 
prevalent. *Fis not ſafficient that your morals only are 


good, (which is indeed a matter indiſpenſibly neceſfary 


to your comfort, reputation and uſefulnefs) but it ſhould 
be your great concern, that your heart is right with God. 
Tis your duty then to be often looking within; and 
however painful and difficult the exereiſe, deal faithfully and 
uprightly with your conſciences. Enquire whether this or 
the other Grace does not want growth and improvement? 
Whether this or the other Sin, does not need mortifying ? If 
ſo, uſe all your diligence to increaſe in grace v. Spare not 
your molt darling, fayorite iniquities. Bring your right 
hand and right eye ſins, and flay them before the Lord. Say 
not concerning any of them, Is it not a little one 47 Aſe 
yourſelves whether like the herbs and trees in the ſpring of 
the year, you do not ſtand in need of daily, watering with 
the dews from the everlaſting hills, and conſtant ſun-ſhine, 
that you may be preſerved from withering, and may flouriſh 
in the courts of your God, Self examination is an excellent 
mean to ſelf acquaintance, and ſubſervient to ſoul proſperity. 


And if in the main, we are ſo happy, as to diſcover our own 


There is an uncommon beauty, force and propriety in that 
caution which our Saviour gives us, And why beholdeſt thou the 
mote that is in thy. bro:her's eye, but Bonſfidereth not the beam winch 


is in thine own eve, &c. Mat. 7. 3.—5. ©. They who are inclined 


(days one) to deal in cenſure, ſhould always begin at home 
„The great God ſeems to have given that Commandment (KNOW 


„ THYSELF) to thoſe men more eſpecially, who are apt to make 


Remarks on other men's actions, and forget themſelves.” 
PLUTARCH's Morals, vol. 1. p. 273. 
* Alluding to Gen. 19. 20. 
ſincerity 


4 Pet. 3, 18. 
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fincerity and uprightneſs, we ſhall be richly rewarded for all 
our labor and ſelf. denial, and feel that rejoycing of which the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, ſpringing from the teſtimony of our conſci- 


ences, that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, we have had 


our. converſation in the world. Vou cannot poſſibly, my 
Friends, exerciſe too great a degree. of watchfulneſs about 
your. ſouls. If you are good. tradeſmen, you. will be fre- 
quently looking into your books, to ſee whether you are 
thriving or loſing in the world. In like manner, if you 
would be proſperous chriſtians, believe me, you muſt. be 
often ſearching into the ſecrets of your hearts, A fight. 


and ſenſe of the poſture of your ſpirits, wall; lead you to 


10 deep humiliation and ſelf abhorrence, before God, de- 
* ſtroy the vain apprehenſions of your own ſufficiency ſor 
te that which is good, and excite you to continual Prayer * 
** and dependance upon the divine grace and ſtrength ?.”? 
Enpeavour, I intreat you, to frame juſt ideas of the 
great things of God and religion. Do not, on the one 
hand, make light of morality and relative and ſocial duties, 
as if they were ſomething below your high attainments, or - 
as if they would grow of themſelves; and on the other, by 


no means think contemptibly of the exerciſes of devotion to- 


wards God and communion with him, The fear of God, the 
Jove of God, delight in him, confidence upon him, and 
daily ſurrender of ourſelves to bim; theſe, theſe are of fun- 
damental, eſſential concern in real religion, None who have 
entered into the ſpirit of it, can live in the omiſſion of them. 
If we negle& theſe, whatever opinion we may form of our- 
ſelves, we live as without a God in the world v. Launch 
not out then into quite contrary extremes. Let not morality 
Hurt devotion, nor devotion, morality ; but rather, let them 


Alluſtrate and ſtrengthen one another. Read your Bibles, and 


there you will find your duty inculcated both towards God 
and man; and the whole Ten Commands are collected into 


this noble abridgment by our Saviour himſelf, thou ſhalt love 


2 Cor. 1.12. Vid. an excellent little Treatiſe upon the 
Important Science of Self Knowledge, wrote by the ingenious 20d 


Maſon. 


© Search me O — 7 and know my heart: try me, and know my 
thoughts, &c, Pla, 139. 23. 24. u Gibbons. 


vw. Eph. 2. 12. 
the 


( 23 ) 
the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy ſoul, 
and with all thy mind, and with all thy e And 0 
ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf ß. 

FoxsAkE not the aſſembling of yourſelves together, as the 
cuſtom of too many is v. For ſo long as the Goſpel is 
preached in its ſimplicity 0 purity, you ſhould look upon 
yourſelves as under the ſtrongeſt obligations to give your dili- 
gent attendance upon it. Let none of you be ever heard to 
ſay, That you already know enough, or as well as the Mini- 
ſter can teach you, or that you can read the Scriptures and 
other good books at home no. leſs to your improvement = 
Beware that you frame no excuſes for a non-attendance-on 
public worſhip, but ſuch as you need not bluſh. to offer be- 
fore the judgment ſeat of God. Let not a little diſagree- 
able weather, a flight bodily indiſpoſition, or wearineſs of the 


preceding day, or a few trivial concerns of a family kind, 


ever prevent your being ſeen in the courts of the Lord. 
Tue Chriſtian Sabbath is a moſt ineſtimable privilege to 


the Church of Chriſt. It is a pledge of God's diſtinguiſhing 


love and a happy means of building us up in knowledge, 
eſtabliſhing us in faith, and preparing us for everlaſting; reſt, 

It is merciful ly deſigned not only as à day of eaſe to our 
bodies, but of divine refreſhment for our ſouls. Let the 
Lord's Day then, be ſtrictly obſerved by every one of you. 
Remember you are accountable in a peculiar manner for 
your improvement of thoſe ſacred moments. . Let no part of 
it be waſted in idleneſs, or ſquandered away in unimproving 
converſation or unneceſſary viſits. Improve every portion of 
that holy time, (like the goldſmith who collects carefully 


even the filings of his precious metal, that not a grain, if 


poſſible, may be loſt ;) that your refleQions- at the conclu- 
| fion of every ſabbath, and particularly at the period of life, 
may be attended with ſacred ſatisfaction and divine delight. 


* Mark 12, 30. 31. 1 Heb. 10. 25. 


* Such who have no inclination to attend public inſtitutions, are 
equally diſinclin'd, I fear, to the reading their Bibles and the wri- 
nog of good men in their own houſes, Nevertheleſs the above 
haughty language hath been ſometimes heard to drop from the 
mouths of beate who while boaſting of their knowledge, have 
diſcovered t — the * of the moſt ſhameful i 6 
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R Sabbsch, tam ſenß ble, aidagh je hath the ſtamp of 
Omuipotence upön it, aud dere the marks of a Divine Ori- 
ginal, is moſt ſhamefully prophaned both in city and coun- 
try. And, though Holineſs' to the Lord is inſeribed upon it, 
too frequently made on one account or another the moſt uſe- 
leſs and contemptible day of the whole week. I deny not 
that there are good laws enacted, for the due obſervation” of 
that Holy Day; but, (as I remember one obſerves) << they 
«« fleep Hite fuſty ſwords in their ſcabboatds, when they 
2 Bond be drawn forth, for the terror and puniſhment. of 
<< evikdoers.” „ How (ſays a good man) is the Lord's 
% Day prophaned, by going journies, walking in the fields 
„ for divert ſton, frequenting public houſes; by unprofitable 
„e viſits, and ſhocking to tell! by playing at cards. *? Remem- 
ber then, my Friends, the Sabbath Day to keep it holy . Do 
not barely abſtain from Your ordinary employments, but de- 
vote it intirely to holy purpoſes," and religious exerciſes. 
Begin, carry on, and ebnclude the day with God. The illu- 
Rrrous day this of our Redeemer's Reſurrection from the 
Dead; and which his Apoſtles, under the conduR” of his 
go0d ſpirit, ſet apart, as the weekly ſeaſon of Chriſtian Aſ- 
ſemblies for ſolemn worſhip; ; and on this ac wh call 3 
the b Chrifttan Sabbath. 

'Maxe a point then of filling. up your places in the Youſs 
of God, as often as divine Providence permits. Let not tri- 
fling excuſes prevent the due diſcharge of this important 
branch of your duty, to the great diſeouragement of your 
minifter, the hurt of religion, the prejudice! of your own 
ſouls, the diftreſs of your fellow members, and (which in- 
deed ought to be of chief conſideration with yon z) to the 
gnef of the holy ſpirit of God e. Whilſt you think not too 
Highly, you are not to judge too cotitemptibly of means. Be 
careful not to Idolize them on the one hand, by expeRing 
too much from them, by putting them in the room of Chriſt, 
as if they were to be your ſaviours ; z.0r miſtaking them for 
Grace itſelf; for they are but means, and their value 1s only 
that of 6 and ſtreams, but not the fountain dere 


"vir ys alt thou labour and do all thy work, but the ſeventh 
day is the ſabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou ſhalt not do any 
work, Exod. 28. 10. 


- Luke 24+ 36. Acts 20. 7. Rev. 1. 10. 2 Eph. 4. 10 | 
glaſs 


THY 


plaſs, but not the ches diſcerned by it. Nelther on the 
other hand, Jepreciate i the means. They are of divine ap- 
pointment. They haue the ſtamp of God upon them. In 
great numbers of | inſtances have they been rendered uſeful, 
and only in the, ſerious, conſtant. obſeryance of them, have 
you reaſon to expect the bleſſing of heaven upon you. Pre. 
face and follow every public exerciſe with Prayer to the great 
Maſter of aſſemblies, that they may be ſubſeryient, to. your 
improvement in the beſt things. 8 
Anvp as you would expreſs your regard for the. honor. of 
God, the intereſt of religion among us, and the proſpe perity 
of your own ſouls ; content not yourſelves with coming up to 
the ſanctuary one part of the ſabbath only > or only once a 
month, I mean, on Sacrament opportunities . (cuſtoms theſe, 
too prevailing, I am ſorry to ſay. it, in the preſent day.) Let 
it never, if poſſible, be ſaid of Fou, as of David of old, 
that your places are empty e, and particularly, at the Table 
of the Lord. Many of the excuſes which Perhaps, ſome of 
you are inclined to make for your neglects i in theſe reſpects, 
(pardon my freedom, my friends on Shih topic). if impartially 
Will they bear reflection in a ſerious 2211 Will they ap- 
pear equally important, think you, upon a dying bed, and 
in the near views of an eternal world? Will they ſtand the 
teſt of the bar of God ? And however frivolous, will they 
not be likely to increaſe upon you, if you nip them not in 
the dad, and unleſs divine Grace prevent, (which O! that 
it may) 'tis not improbable, will even prevail to a total diſ- 


W of all divine as and inſtirutions. This, you! as. 


J I am afraid. to enquire how 1 a part is ES ſpent, 
by. too many who call themſelves Chriſtians and are Members of 
Chriſtian Churches; and therefore I forbear giving myſelt the pain 


of propoſing the queſtions or any of 02 readers of enen an 
anſwer. x 5 


> This hath the: appearance of * * too great, or too 
little reſpe& to means. Too little, by neglecting them on other 
N too great, by obſerving them only on the day of 2 
bread. But, 1 fear, lch as habitually, and with little reaſon, ab- 
ſent themſelyes from the houſe of God; the whole, or greateſt part 


of the month beſides; receive but ſmall, if any benefit, | on thoſe we 


call * 8 
; c'x Sam. 20. „ a 
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mot iutenzdlk, hath been the ett eaſs with e; __ 
Aby may it not be you's HKEwIſeT But I am perſanded ber. 
K "things concerning you, and things that aceömpany falva- 
til rh&ngh 1 ris peak 4,7" 4 Be perſunded, (ys 4 ſerious 
and fenüble Writer to 4 regular and ehedrful partietpation 
ok the Lord's Supper: "Db this in remembrahee of me e, 
„ Rys Chrift, Reffect on your obligations 16 the infinitely 
| op adorable JESUS; and if you Joe him, you cunnet 
& eullly ſatisfy yourſelves in the neglect of this facred pre- 
We pb "Betas of ths too common excuſe of the ant of 
« dde pteparation. This will be your own faults. See to it 
4e tlletefore that one neglect is not made ad excuſe for ano- 
% theft. And then a8 to the offences of any who may pittake 
* wich you, do yo dirty, and remember, chat you are not 
© chargeable with What in zinifs in them.” 

As F would cantivn'you againſt 4 des, foirte 15 ep 
of divine appbintments; fo my cordial” advice alſo is, that 
you Would not make a late appearance in the houſe of the 
Lord: which muſt not only be neceſſarily attended with many 
diſadvantages to yottrſelves; but, exenſe me when I ſay, is 2 
great interruption to the "ſpeaker and followed with no ſmall 
diſcompoſure frequently, to many of the heurers. Keep not 
your eye lids clofed, not waſte your houfs in bed, on the 
morning of that facred day on which your Redeemer roſe 
from the chambers of tie grave: nor engage in urineceſſary 
buſineſs, when you ought to be preparing your minds for 
public worſhip. Remember, (I ſpeak not bm oſtentation,) 
it is your duty rather to wait for the miniſter, than he for 

you. Not to mention the indecency, the thought of which 
muſt, I think, naturally” recur to every one of your minds, 
of perſons continuing to come into a place of worſhip after a 
confiderable part of the ſervice. If the tabernacle of the 
Lord of Hoſts be amiable to us, the natural conſequence 
Will be, we ſhall ſeek him early in them f. 

'Gvard againſt a negligent, careleſs air in the ſeaſoris of 
ſacred worſhip. Give not your fellow heaters, or your prea- 
cher, by your irreverent behaviour, reaſon” to ſuſpect, that 


„ nie . 111 24. 


How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts, Pſa. 84. 1. 
| —Y God, thou art my God, early will I ſeek thee, Pſa. 63. 1 

With my ſpirit within me g will I ſeek thee early, Ila. 26. 9. 
you 


2 27 14 
* 8 © 

u deem the things that are Swe of trivial conſequence, | 
or of little or no fort of eopeern to yu. Lat not your/coUne. 
tenances, or any of your actions indicate; that while you: hf 
ſent your bodies before God as his people du, and fit! before; 
him as his people ſit 5, your hearts are far from bim, and. 
wandering like the-fool's eye to the ends of the earth M. Me 
ver forget this ſolemn truth When you enter the-ſacred porch, 
that the God you are about to homage, is a ſpirit, and muſt. 
be worſhipped in ſpirit and in trath !. While profaſſellly 
joining wich others flue of. devation, : #zemember. you are 
in che immediate preſence of the ſearcher of hearts; and that 
you are in a'peculiar manner accountable for your:deportment 
then. Hear as it were for eternity as though:your everlaſt; 
ing All were ſaſpended upon every ſyllable that drops fam 
the Preacher's lipe: *Indulge not yourſelves in a drowly frame, 
or in any thing that tends to promote it; Aim not at being 
Critics, hut” OY he inſpired: witk a ſacred emulation, above 
all things to be real Chriſtians. And attend upon the: word 
not as thoſe who come merely to enjoy an hour's entertain= 
ment, but who have immortal fouls to be ſayed. Hear every 


Sermon as thou x dg were ſure it were: to be your laſt, aud 


as if you were*aBodut w ſtep from your pow to the nens 
Tribunal. AAS 1 144% * Ni i 3 9 1 Ci 7 22 


Waren againſt itching ears bon befond of won 


* — —— they heart thy. Words, but th hey will not do them; for w with 
their mouth they ſhew miich love, eir heart goeth after their 
covetuauſneſs, Elek. & 31. . el charge this! God: forbid | 
there ſhould be any leaſt . in arri x: to one tl my | 
fee rov. 17. 24. . 


e 4. 24. The Boas God are a broken — "I a. bro⸗ 
ken and a N te heart, O God, thou wilt not oken Gi Pla. 51. 17. 
Keep thy foot when thou  goe oeſt to the houſe of God, and be more 
_ to hear, than to give the ſacrifice of fools, Eccl. 5. 1. 


* All uding to the painter, who, arise ar the flow proce: 
dure agd ſcrupulouily LE, touches af his pencil, ſaid, ** AEternitats 

* pingo,” I paint for Eternity. And thoſe ſtrokes. had need be 

ink. * „ which are int ended to ſurvive, ſo: long: as time itſelf ſhall 


5 HERVYET!“Ss Dial. vol. I. p. 47. Note-. 


I For thin time will. come, when — after their ow luſts, 
they ſhall heap to themſelves tenchero=—whals harangues (ſays Dr. 
Doddridge upon the place) ſhall be juſt according to the prejudices 
of their own luſts, having, nathung elſe to recommend them, unleſs. 
it be perhaps a glare of falſe and affected eloquence, which may 


gratify the vain curioſity and e ears 0 W hearers;16 Tim. 
4. 3. 
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ſciouſneſs that they approve of their mini 
happy effect to quicken. and enliven them in hs work. 
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ont ang. in eg afar: S! noiſe of: every. 
Upſtart you may hear of. our duty; remember, is in 2 
particular manner, to ſtrengthen, as much as in your power, 
that intereſt to which xou are related. And ſcarce any thing 
16 Likely to conduce more to this, than a canſtant, uniform, 
regular attendance, where you have given up your names. 


And to encourage you to chis ; depend upon it, you will find 


it in the end of much greater benefit to your ſauls, than the 
indulgence of a flighty, roving, unſettled diſpoſition. 


As, I truſt,” you are ſenſible, you know nothing where you. 


are members, but what is conſiſtent with the truth as it is in 
Jeſus; and that he who ſpeaks to you from time to time, ſtu- 


dies the welfare of your better part; permit me to ſay, you 


are in duty bound, coriſtantly to. attend his miniſtrations, that 
his labor may not be in vain; in you. The miniſters of 
Chriſt meet with a variety of things to: damp their- ſpirits and- 
ſadden their hearts. Their people I am ſure, had not. 


need to increaſe their troubles by an irregular attendance upon 


them. The ſeeing them conſtantly in their 8 and a con- 
„ will have the 


«© TREASURE up what you hear in your memories. Com 
4% pure it with Scripture! and give no farther. credit to it, 


e than as 1t is conformable to that rand ſtandard of truth; 


4% and if it be agreeable to it, reje&t it at your peril =,” 


Give earneſt heed to the things you hear, leſt at any time 


vou let them flip a. And be not like thoſe who bekold 
their faces in a laſs,” and go away, and inſtantly forget 
what manner of perſons they are . And eſpecially be con · 
cerned | to reduce, what you hear to practice. Be net for- 
getful hearers, but doers of the Word ?. Let it be your 
great endeavour, that the. grand ends of divine inſtitutions 
may be anſwered upon YOU, to your e ben, to ſin, 


93 


ſee. that your reign is not a mere form and empty cere- 
| "im Srinpter: n Heb, 4. bo 0) „Jan 1: 23. 24, 

* jam. 1. 25.—Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
bea your own ſelves, v. 22. 
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any Nr vital, arte, bundles, - Thät. 10 u are, no not 


poſſeſſed. of. the Mantle, while deſtitute, of. the God of E 
jah, Cauſe yqur, light fo. ah, ſhine þefore men, that they by. 


"continually, ſeein uns ood works, in every circumſlance. 
e 


and relation of life, may thereby be engaged to glorify your 
Father Who is in Heaven . Convince the world by your. 
behayiour that you are pot Sunday Chriſtians merely, nor. 
ſatisfied with, having done your duty for two or three hours of 
one day in the week, but that yon have indeed. entered. into. 
the ſpirit of divine things, and; are deſirous of bringing. 
forth every day, the fruits of them, in your lives and con- 


verſations. Hold forth the Word of Life i in AE own de- | 


portment, . for the guidance and inſtruction of around you, 


which will greatly tend to promote your.. rejoicing. in the. 


day of Chriſt *. I had rather, believe me, my. Friends, I had 
much rather. ſee you real Chriſtians ; imbibing the ſpirit, 
obeying the commands; 3 and imitating the example of the 


bleſſed, the lovely IESUS, —taſting the ſweetneſs, feeling 


the power of religious. things, and living under the mighty 
influence of. them than the acuteſt philoſe ſophers, the pro- 
foundeſt politicians, or whatever beſides, that dazzles che 
eyes and captivates the hearts of the unthiaking' vulgar. 


SPEND nat the interval of public worſhip, in "unprofitable | 


chat, —ja. goſſiping over the affairs of the whole week,— 
iv making bargains and engagements, and thus turning the 
temple . of the Lord into 2, houſe of merchandize . 

Don't. fill up the hour with enquiring into and -amaſi ing 


yourſelves, with the concerns of other people's families, or of - 


your on. in talking, about, your. neighbours, ——or 
matters of ſlate, —or. even of the church, in this. public, 
and ſo, unſeaſonable time. For by this means, (I offer it 
with ſubmiſſion, as my opinion,) you will be ſoon likely ta 
forget what you have been hearing; and your.1 minds will be 
very much, indiſpoſed, 1 am perſuaded, to a due attendance, 
on the after ſervices of the day. Don't wonder if you ſel- 
dom or ever Prof by the ee f the Word, if you 


*. 


q Haying a . of godlineſt 8 ing vs power thereaf 
2 Tim. 3. 5. I know thy works, that deny haſt a name that thog 
Fre and Art dead, Rev. 3. 1. 


r Mat. 5. 16. $ Phil. 2. 16. 
t Alluding to Joh. 2. 16. 
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| ch let it Nip 75 5 ſoon as the miniſter hath diſmiſſed you, 


you have o; without che walls of the building, Let 
Os ve it te ay! (converiiibg You, 'That you leave your 
en in Noa?” pews 1 pray vou, do not give me the 
uneafineſt to ſee a any pe” you, my Friends, loitering about 


the door, the Te or greateſt part of the time, às though 


the few minutes hung heavy on your hands ; and you: were 
going to enquire of mebody how you were to employ them. 
1 forbear to mention in this public way, the many bad 
effes that may reſult” from this conduct. (I hope tis the 
practice of büt very few, I heartily wiſh it were of none ;) 
but the Indecericy of i It, T think, muſt naturally ſtrike every 
one of your” winds.— oy Chriſtian Advice in this matter 
3s (I truſt many of you wil think it deſerving ſome notice ;) 
that you devote” niy lde vacation from public work, in re- 
getting on what y you u Rave already been hearing, n con- 


verfing about it with your Chriſtin Friends, (not as Critics, 


Ae ure; = ſpy ſome error cr. other in the doctrine or 
manner of th Nees ; but) with a ſerious deſign , for the 
mutual imp Fement' of each of your minds, in reading 
Due Bibles. ling ging the divine GE ——and praying 
r his pleting.” o 

10 Gvagh dane againſt ive beatz practice of 
min, ling with vain and triſſing ff mee after the exer- 
«*« cifes. of public devotions *.“ That the religious purpoſes 


, of the Sabbath may be anſvered: upon us, we muſt not only 


attend public Prayers and Inſtructions; but the remains of 
the day ſaguld be devoted (the time which works of neceſſity 
and mercy call for excepted, ) to ſecret and family acts of 
picty. The prophanation of the Lord's-day is one of the 
crying ' iniquities of the preſent age: Becauſe of this" our 
nation "mourns. And for this, with too great reaſon, we 


may fear God's "righteous judgments, Heav'n forbid, we 
who call ourſflves PRoTEsTanT DissENTERS, ſhould in 


any the leaſt degree contribute to the bringing them upon us. 

'Tainx not then, my Friends, the bufinefs of the ſabbath 
is over, though you may have appeared both morning and 
afternoon in the houſe of God. For O! by no means, I 


beſcech you, on no account e 22 Foþ;gion in your 


7 1 -» tol, of temily 


„ 

family be neglected. I have ever looked upon that to be a 
very miſefable habifation indeed, —in which amid the great. 
eſt domeſtic familiarity, —for weeks, and months, if not years 
together, you ſhall never hear one ſerious hint, about God, 
or Jeſus Chriſt; about the worth of the ſoul, the importance 
of a preparation for Death, Judgment. Eternity. 
in which the Word of God is never read, nor the divine 
glories celebrated in pſalms and hymns and ſpiritual ſongs, 
nor the ſacrifices of prayer and praiſe offered up *. You 
that are maſters and heads of families, as you would enjoy 
the bleſſing of God upon your houſes, neglect not to pray 
with your children and ſervants— on 2. Lord's-day- evening 
to read the Scriptures and other practieal and devotional wri- 
tings to them to catechize them to give them the 
beſt inſtructions you are able to follow all with a pious 
and heavenly example. On their return from public ſervice, 
accuſtom them to ſhew you where the text has been io 
give you ſome account, however broken and imperfe&, of 
what they have been hearing and endeavour to aſſiſt them 
in this matter from your own recollection. Let every head 
of a family be a prieſt in his own houſe, and wherever you 
have a tent, there let the Lord have an altar? -A regular 
« attention to the duties of the family, on the evening of 


« the day devoted to divine ſervice, is a very important 


e means of religion. a means of religion that is I am 
t afraid in general, on one pretence or other, very much 
« negleded v. Was it not a moſt noble reſolution that 
Joſhua made, let others do what they will, as for me and 
my houſe we will ſerve the Lord 2. And how happy would 
it be if this pious determination were adopted by every mak 
ter of a family in our Britiſh Iſrae]! How ſoon then might 
we expect a revival of real religion in the midſt of us. Let 
none of you content yourſelves with a flaming profeſſion, 
and exclaim, like the ancient Jews, the temple of the Lord 


are we“; while, in this inſtance at laſt, a grand deficiency 


* Pour out thy fury 2 the heathen, that know thee noty and 
a 


upon the families that call not on thy name, Jer: 20. 26. A moſt 
dreadful-clauſe Let prayerleſs maſters and miſtreſſes of families 
peruſe it, and trembleQ. | Wt 1 
1 Y STENNETT. 2 Chap. 24. 15. Jer. 7. 4. 
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is found at home,—A deficiency of ſo important a nature 
that it is not fit to be named. Oh tell it not in Gath; pub! 
Uh it not in the ſtreets of Aſkelon vD. You, O fleepy pro- 


feſſor, whoever thou art, who art fond of the chriſtian name; 


uo appeareſt to deteſt the common pollutions of the 
world, who are frequently, yea, conſtantly feen in pub- 
lic aſſemblies,. who entertaineſt hopes of everlaſting hap- 


pineſs——You,. who live notwithſtanding, without Family 


Religion, and plead a thouſand excuſes, and particularly 
your want of ability for ſuch ſacred duties, or that you have 
no time to attend to them in the moſt affectionate and 
yet in the moſt ſolemn manner, I would aſk you, Where's 
your zeal for Chriſt and concern to honor him? Where's 
your love for your dear children, and attention to their ever- 


laſting welfare? Where's your conſideration of that all- im- 
portant day, Where you mult give an account of your con- 


duct, both as a maſter and a parent *. The greater your 


In 01 1091 d 2 Sam. 1. 20. it 11037 25 155 
e That day for which all other days were made, 
That day of dread, deciſion and deſpair! 
5 7415 | |  NIGHT-T HOUGHTS- 


© 'I here take the liberty to tranſcribe a 5 T have lately met 
with, which correſponds with this paragraph, as face anſwers to face 
in a glaſs. “ Let me perſuade thee,. Oh Profeſſor! to ſet up rehr- 
% gion in thy family: let me defire thee, for the Lord Jeſus 
«© Chriſt's ſake, for the honor of that name by which thou art called; 
<< let me beſeech thee, if thou haſt any reſpe& for thine own peace 
«in life and death; if thou haſt any love for thy children; any con- 
** cein for their everlaſting happineſs : let me charge thee if thou 
** haſt any ſenſe or thought of what it is to appear before God, and 
eto give an account of thy ſtewardſhip ; to ſet up Family Religion, 
I would adviſe thee as a friend, I would exhort thee as a miniſter, 
I would intreat thee with all the tenderneſs, the bowels of a pa- 
«© rent, to act in thy family like a father, like a maſter, like a chriſ- 
tian, Oh! in the name of Chriſt T would call upon thee; in the 
name of thy long-neglected ſervants, I would beg thy pity; in 
the name of thy tender offspring I would move thee to compaſſion; 
«© nay, let me perſonate even thy own ſoul, and exhort thee to at- 
„tend to thy duty: But after all, ſhall I not prevail? Witt thou 
„ ſtil] make objections? Will not Chriſt, nor children, nor ſervants, 
% nor thy own ſoul, thy own peace 1 1 Oh, God forbid! I 
cannot let thee go: I would fain melt thy heart, convince ithee of 
„thy duty, and quicken thee to it. Oh! methinks I ſee thee ſtruck 
„ with conviction, and hear thee crying out in the following broken 
«but pathetic: manner; Dear Lord, I ſtand ſelf conde mned. wes | 
| | : What 


N 


chorge is, the more it ſhoald; awaken ycur attention ; and if, 


yom act like rational beings, the more careful you will be to 
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“ what a profeſſor have I been Thy lave his at laft won me. 
«Oh, my dear children! what a 1 I been?” Reaſon, ſuffi" 
ce. dient reaſon have you to reflect upon your father, and calb Him 
«© cruel: amidſt all his fond indulgengies. NM Noor ſexvants have 


« been faithful ta me, but how unmindful I, of their immortal gcn- 


66 cerns ! — But, above A, my Redeemer-may Juſtly- complain, 
and ys Where's thy loves thy | zealifor me? Lord, let me 
4e lieg nodonger l e een 
« quicken me; leave me not, till thou haſt made me all obedience.” 

F wolf not willingly ſwell the Notes to à length Whick borders 
ure ;neverthele(s;. my + fag o fubjoin 2 few. 
more lines out of the ſame little Piege, from which the above ig Xe: 

u 


N L 


trated, which in a very agreeable manner.expreſs the ideas, I could 
wilt every reader to entertain: © Unlefs'we'walk' confiftently with” 
<-0ur character, we cannot be ſaidt to: adorn the :daftiine of (Gods 


% our Saviour. Is it not expected from one ho names that. ſac 


& name of Chriſt, that he not only depart from all iniquity, * 


«© ſuitably to his profeſſion in the world, but that he does the farne in- 


e his family? But! here's. A profeſſor: who waits. upon God regularly 
4 in his ordinances, and gives, all the public evidences of. a Chriſtian. 
< indeed; diſcoyers perhaps a becoming zeal for the great doctriges 

© of Chriſtianity, and contends for the Faith once delivered to the 
ce Saints: But ſee; hen he comes to his Family, he is ſtruck with a 
*« ſudden, ſilence, has loſt his zeal, and has nothing to ſay. either to; 
God, or for him. His children and ſervants are brought up ſtran- 
de gers to Family- Religion; and their degenerate natures, will ob 
% fend them ta deſpiik it, to vepreſent it as unneceſſary; and to con 
* clude, that Religion is nothing more than an outward form, or, a 
«© mere waiting upon God on the Lord's- day. Oh Chriſtian (for 

*© I would fain yet call thee ſo) my ſoul mourns for thee | What, 

<* haſt thou zeal enough \to. oppoſe the entrance of every pernicious, - 
error into die Church, and not enough to ſet up and carry on reli- 
gion in thy Family? Oh that I could perſuade thee to it! Remem- 
*© ber how much the eyes of thy dear little ones and ſervants are 
*© fixed upon thee, how narrowly ned $f inſpe& thy conduct, and 
take their ideas of religion from what they obſerye in thee. And. 
„Oh, ſhall a ſervant in thine houſe have an vccafion offered him 
from thy 28 to blafpheme that ſacred name by which tho 

dart called? Haft thou nothing to ſay for thy divine Saviour? Do! 
thou with an r concern lament in public a languiſhing reli- 
„ gion? And wilt thou not attempt a revival in thy family, but, by 
<< a criminal cowardice of ſpirit, ar careleſs behaviour, lead thine, 
** houſhold to think lightly, of the cauſe of the exalted Jeſus, and to 
light his glorious perſon. aud ſalvation? I would not think hardly 
of thee, as if thou hacſt no zeat for Chriſt, or concern for his n- 
* tereſt: For have I not ſeen! thee attending where the pure ordi- 
© nances are adminiſtered? Have I not heard thee contending for the 
<< -peculier: 1333 of Chriſtianity? Have I not been frequently 2 
< witneſs of thy liberality for the ſupport of the Goſpel? And What 
does all this befpeak, but OR for our Lord? would She 
I | op e 
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n 
diſcharge the important truſt repoſed in you. Every indivi- 
dual in your family is under your care. Are your ſervants 
faithful to you in Temporals ; be not then ſo cruel and unjuſt 
to them, as to negle& to enquire into and promote their Spi- 
rituals. There is one in heayen who is your maſter, and Wh 
will one day addreſs you in a much more ſolemn and alarm 
ing manner than I am capable of, Give an account of your. 
ſtewardſhip ! Be ſtartled at the thought! and let all the. ob- 
jections of Modeſty, want of Time or Capacity be given to 
the wind. He who is to be your judge, remember, hath a book 
of remembrance. And what more ſtriking conſideration than 
that of appearing before Him—before Him, who is minutely 
acquainted with every one of your negle&s, and keeps an 
exact account of every branch of your behaviour. Are you 
aſhamed of Chriſt and his religion in your families? May 
not he then in return, think you, be juſtly aſhamed of you 
qi in the day when you ſhall appear before him. Give him not. 
\'Y reaſon to ſay at laſt, O thou unfaithful, flothful ſervant, - thou 
#6 almoſt Chriſtian, thou hadſt no more than a name to live, 
BF notwithſtanding all thy ſhew and outward /zeal ! I placed thee. 
i over a numerous family, I gave thee children, I gave thee 
1 ſervants, but view thy ſhameful negligence! Shame pre- 
wm vented the diſcharge of thy duty, and. the; cares of life ſwal- 
[hh lowed up thy time, ſo that none was left for me and Family 
_ nt Religion e. 09 48-7 e £7 OLE: e FOO eee 


de hope well of thee, but I muſt be faithful to tell thee the.inconſiſ- 
& tency there is between thy public and private walk. — What a 
beauty in Family Order! See a Chriſtian walking with his family 
© in the fear of the Lord from day to day, and like Abraham, that 
* venerable father, commanding his children, and his houſhold after 
«© him! Here's an Iſraelite indeed! What an harmony, an unifor- 
% mity, in all his conduct! Inſpired: with zeal for his deareſt Re- 
% deemer, he is not content to appear publicly for him, but makes 
„ his houſe a little Bethel, a ſchool to train up his children and ſer- 
vants in the various important branches of Chriſtianity, and to fit 
«© them for ſtanding up for the nobleſt{of all cauſes in a degenerate 
day. May the God of all mercy and grace accompany the 
above entertaining and pathetic hints with his bleſſing. Nor can I, 
I think, wiſh my reader, a more refined pleaſure, or a more ſubſtan- 


tial happineſs, than that of having theſe ſentiments wove into the 

very texture of his heart. | 'S 
. Attend Reader, to the gracious teſtimony of God concernin 

his faithful ſervant Abraham, for I know him, that he will comman 


dis children, and his houſhold after him, and they ſhall keep the * 


* 


6 33 5 

_ My friendly advice, my dear hearers, likewiſe is, That 
you ſpend your evenings on week days, as frequently, as an 
how you conveniently can, at home, with your wives and 
children and ſervants. I have not forgot, that it ſometimes. 
may ſo fall out, that you have urgent calls abroad at that 
ſeaſon, which, it would not be your duty by any means to 
neglect... But theſe, I ſhould ſuppoſe, but rarely happen. 
Don't affect then being abroad at late and unſeaſonable hours; 
to. the great prejudice of your health, the no ſmall fatigue 
of your domeſtics, after a day of labor, who wait and watch 

and wiſh for your return; and the indiſpoſing you to the du- 
ties of the family and the cloſet J. Keep then my friends, 
what we commonly call good hours, and exert your authority 
that all under your roofs, whether children or ſervants, may 
do the ſame, Not anly uſe your Intreaties, but- lay your 
Commands upon them, that they ramble not abroad you 
know not where, that in their hours of leiſure, they do not 
frequent Public-houſes, nor Gaming-tables, in company 
with the very refuſe of the human ſpecies; -or any other kind 
of amuſement, which hath ſo natural a tendency to corrupt 


of the Lord, to do juſtice and judgment, Gen. 18. 19. And may 

oy enable thee ſo to behave, as to deferve the fame excellent cha- 

racter. | | 35 | | "6-1 
It is, (ſays one) the ſhame, reproach and ſin, of many profeſ- 

ſors in our degenerate times, that their houſes are as deſtitute of the 

worſhip of God, as the ſtables of beaſts.” . ; | 


66 


| ave not too many of thoſe (fays another) who would be 
thought to make a ſtricter profeſſion of religion, turned aſide 
„from God? How is Family-prayer negle&ed? Were God to pour 
* out his wrath on every prayerleſs family in'our land, what dread- 
ful work would be made amongſt us? Would not moſt houſes be 
left deſolate ?” 

While I am writing this, I recolle& another paſſage from a mo- 
dern writer, ſo conſonant with the above that I eg the freedom of 
tranſcrihing it. Speaking of London——< Was an Angel ap- 
pointed to go through this city and its ſuburbs, and ſet a mark 
upon the foreheads of them only who ſighed and cried for the 
* abominatiors committed in the midſt of us, how few, I am afraid 
would appear with the ſtamp of heaven upon their brows. Or if 
an Angel of deſtruction was commiſſioned: to burn down in one 
night every houſe in London where the devotions of the family and 
cloſet were not ſeriouſly performed the foregoing evening, what.a 
tremendous havoc, I -am perſuaded, would be made among our 
habitations by the next morning.” 599% 

Tis ſtrange if, at ſuch a ſeaſon, family religion be not totally 
neglected, or the Cuſhion turned into a Pillows, 228 
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the morals of youth, and fo to ruin them both here 
and hereafter, Enquire carefully into the company they 
keep, — —where they are when out of your ſight— and 
how employed. And when they have your leave to be ab- 


ſent, let it be on the condition that they return at the time 


you appoint them. Never let them have reaſon to ſay, that 
you ſet) them an example to purſue expenſive and hurtfyl 
pleaſures. Keep as much as poflible from the Tavern and 
Ale-houſe yourſelves, which will unaccountably conſume 
your precious time, waſte your ſubſtance, incroach upon the 
duties of religion, and be followed with a melancholy bar. 
renneſs of ſoul, if not the ruin of that ſpiritual mindedneſs, 
which is the evidence and glory of a Chriſtian, 5 
Lr your hours of relaxation from buſineſs be employed 
to the purpoſes of ſpiritual improvement. This council fol- 
lowed, believe me, will be attended with very conſiderable 
advantage, Family reading arid prayer, ſhould not be con- 
fined to the firſt” evening of the week, but are no leſs the 
duty (of all profeſſors eſpecially) upon common days. Begin 
and end every day with prayer. — The neglect of family reli. 


gion, perhaps, I may venture to aſſert, has been a principal 


ſource of the general corruption that prevails in the preſent 
day. A due attention to this exerciſe will be a moſt excel- 


lent preſervative of the life and comfort of godlineſs in your 


own fouls, ——it will tend to promote the beſt intereſts of 
thoſe, who are moſt near and dear to you, and for whom you 
and a choice pre- 
parative both to yourſelves and them, for a profitable atten - 
dance on public inſtitutions 5. 2 5 


5 ce Alas! (ſays the valuable Mr. Hervey) how many of thoſe, 
„ whom we call Chriſtians, are ſtrangers to Prayer! How many ſer- 
s vants riſe to their work, and never bend a knee before their Maſtcr 
in heaven. How many Maſters, ſet their ſervants an ungodly exam- 
< ple; enter upon the affairs'ot the day, without imploring the God 
% of all Grace, either to profper their buſineſs, or to ſanctify their 
, ſouls! How many Parents know not Chat it is, to make earnclt 
7, ſupplications for the converſion and ſalvation of their children ! 
And how many Children are as ignorant of the nature, the ne- 

ceeſſity, the advantages of Prayer, as the wild Aſſes Colt. 
He proceeds, “ Shall I reckon theſe good people? Are theſe turned 
©*© to their God? No; they are deſpiſers of moſt High. They caſt 
<* contempt upon his Majeſty. The:language of their practice. 45, 
ͤPepart from us. Omnipotent as thou art, we have no _ "ay 


(92 


To what, I have ſaid upon -this' ſubject, you will permit 
me to ſubjoin, that Cloſet Devotion, ſhould be held by us in 
very high eſteem. We are in reality, what we are in pri- 
vate. Gur conduct as to ſecret Sins and ſacred Duties Will 
lead us as certainly into the ſtate of our own hearts, as au 
marks that perhaps can poſſibly be given. Daily eommu- 
nion with God in ſecret,” will be one of your beſt ſupports 
under the various trials of life, and one of the ſureſt guards 
againſt the numerous and powerful temptations of it. Set 
apart then ſome portion of your time every day for retired 

acts of devotion, reading the Scriptures, Self. examination, 
Meditation, Prayer and Praiſe. Fhat when thou prayeſt 

| enter into thy Cloſet,- and when thou haſt ſhut thy door, 
| pray to thy Father, who is in ſecret Ls. : 


” ©. thee, No need of thy ſpirit, to make interceſſion in us; no need 
| | of thy Son, to make interceſſion for us, moſt juſtly therefore it 
of is reckoned by Eliphas, as part of a wicked and abandoned cha- 
- | «© rater; Thou reſtraineſt Prayer before God, Job 15. 4. Nay, it 
| © is mentioned by the Pfalmiſt, as the finiſning part; that Which 
ä ſeals up the ſoul, under the dominion of iniquity, and ſhuts out 
G | all reaſonable hope of a reformation. They are corrupt, they do 
| * abominable works; and there is no proſpe& of their doing othere 
t * wiſe, ſince they call not upon the Lord, Pſa. 14. 4. He adds. 
Religious] yet neglect” Prayer! Impoſhble. Can a man live 
5 without food? Can he breathe without air? No more can you 
I © withſtand-temptation,: or exerciſe godlineſs, unleſs you watch unto 
f Prayer, Eph. 6. 18. The neglect of Prayer is not only ſinful in 
x *© 1tſelf ; but the ſure ſign of an unſanctified heart, and the wide in- 
** let to every unrighteous practice. 5.21 | 
a 5 Sermons on the Faſt 1757. 
— „ -Shew me, ſays one, a Prayerleſs Perſon, and I will ſhew you a 
| Graceleſs Perſon.“ i» | | 
And thy Father who ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall reward thee openly, 
Mat. 6. 6. It is now ſeveral years fince I tranſcribed for my private 


b. | ule, the following eight Advantages of ſecret Prayer. I remember 
5 "I taking them from a periodical PE intituled, The Spiritual Maga- 
er zine, No. 15. page 1999 : ö 
4 | ErGuT ADvanNTAcEs of, SECRET. PRAYER. ' 


q = 1. In ſecret the Soul hath moſt freedom to unboſom its ſins and 
II 8 Wants. 


2. In ſecret the Soul hath moſt communion with God and com- 


11 | munizations from him. 5 | 

Co 3. Private Prayer, fits us for public worſhip. 

0 4. In ſecret we have leſs diſtraction. 1 

5 5. Tis a good ſign of ſincerixy. 

i | 6. It makes us more acquainted with ourſelves  _ | 
. | 7. Our Cloſets; if uſed right, will be as the ſuburbs of heaven. 


8. Such who ſincerely praiſe this duty, God will reward openly. 
; 18 
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To which, I would humbly. recommend to you, what is 
genetally called Mental or Ejaculatory Prayer. And do 
yon aſk, me what I intend by this? I reply. ſecret waft- 


* 


ings up of the ſoul to God, from certain conceptions in the 


mind or heart of his nature or perfe&ions, our dependance 
upon him and obligations to him; when nothing is ex- 


preſſed in an audible and articulate way. A very pleaſant 


exerciſe this, and attended with various advantages. A duty 


for the performance of which, no place is inconvenient, — 
no time unſeaſonable. And of which, to animate us to it, 


we are not without ſome examples in ſacred writ l. 
means of this, a ſweet commerce is ſometimes carried on 
with heaven, and many rich bleflings communicated to the 
ſoul thus aſpiring upwards. | 1 

Any endeavor (a matter of no trivial conſiderat ion) to 
carry much of yaur religion into the world with you. Let 
that be like a golden thread, twiſted into all your connec- 
tions and relations of life. Never behave as though you 


were aſhamed of Chriſt, or your ſacred profeſſion. Let the 


men of the world be conſtrained to acknowledge by your 
amiable conduct, ſo far as you are concerned with them, that 


| Tis an old but excellent Maxim, That the decay of vital reli- 
gion, generally begins at the cloſet door. And again, Either Prayer 


Fill make a man leave off ſinning; or fin will cauſe him to omit 


Prayer— Meditation, Temptation, and Prayer (ſays Luther) make 
a Divine. And may I not preſume to add, they are no leſs necef- 
ſary to conſtitute the Chriſtian. 3 
I remember once to have heard a Miniſter at London in his Ser- 
mon, make this pertinent obſervation, That Prayer is a duty, 
without which a good man cannot live; and a wiſe man wou 
“ not chuſe to live.” Dr. Fordyce. : 
Luther, uſed to ſay, that he got more knowledge in a ſhort time 


by Prayer ſometimes, than 41 ſtudy and labor of many hours. 


13 | atts's Attempt to revive, &c. p. 10. 

Concerning Hannah tis ſaid, „That as ſhe continued praying 
ec before the Lord ,Eli marked her mouth. Now Hannah ſnheſſpoke in 
* her heart, only her lips moved; but her voice was not heard.” 
1 Sam. 1. 12. 13. See allo Nehem. 2. 4. 5. : 

« This duty may be performed when we are engaged in other 
% bufinefs of a different nature, without being a let or hindrance to 
© it. Theſe ejaculatory Prayers are either ſuch as we put up to 
“God while engaged in Worldly Buſineſs for direction, aſſiſtance, 
or ſucceſs therein, or when attending on the Word read or 
6 preached, or any other holy Duties, in which we lift up our 

hearts to him for his Preſence therein,” 
 RiDGLEY's]Body of Div. vol, 2. p. 486. 
F272 . you 
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you have learned of Chirift, and entered into the ſpirit of 
his Temper and . Goſpel. Endeavour that your deportmeat - 
be like a box of preeious unguent, which, When broke open, 


ſends forth all around an odoriferous perſume. I pray God 


that your religion may be like the ointment af the right hand 
which bewrays itſelf, and ſpreads its influences into all your 


characters and conduct. Shine as lights in the world k. B 


as cities erected on a hill, that cannot be hid l. With all 
that earneſtneſs which is ſuited to my office in the church of. 
Chriſt; I would intreat you, ſo to order your con verſation, 
in whatever ſtations you may be, whether in public or private: 
life, in every circumſtance, in every relation that it max 
be ſuch as is becoming the Goſpel of Chriſt ®, and max 


reflect an honor to your profeſſion. of his religion, and be 


anſwerable to your glorious hope. Now we live, ſays the 
excellent Apoſtle, if ye ſtand faſt in the Lord. „ By 
« firmly adhering to Chriſt, to his Doctrine and Inſtitutions; 


* q. d. by cultivating the chriſtian temper, and adorning 
«« your profeſſion, by works of righteouſneſs. you make your 
% minifter happy, you fill his heart with joy, and inſpire. 


« him with new. vigour and reſolution in the diſcharge of 


« his duty.“ For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of 
rejoicing, ſays the ſame affectionate Teacher, are not even 
ye in the preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his coming ? 
For ye are our glory and joy ». You' who have believed in 
God, be careful to maintain good works v, but do not truſt in 
them, Adorn the Doctrine of God your Saviour in all, 
things, being fruitful in every good work 4. Be living epiſ- 
tles of Jeſus Chriſt, known and read of all men *. Lou pro- 
feſs to believe the truth, ——to have felt the power of it 
O! then be concerned to practice it! Bring forth the fruits 


of righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt, to the glory and 


Praiſe of God. The moſt exact, juſt, and critical | know- 


ledge of divine things will be of little avail either to your-- 


comfort or uſefulneſs, if it be not experimental and practical. 
Be not content with a Goſpel Knowledge, without a ' Goſpel 
Experience, and a Goſpel Obedience, Make it manifeſt by 


* I Theſ. 2. 19. 20. P Tit. 3. 83. 4 Id. 2. 10. Col. 1. 10. 
© 2 Cor. 3. 2. 3. * Phil, 1. 11. 4 
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your behaviours clat che Grace af Göd Ihithbringetls.Bal>- 


vation, hath effectually taught you, that denying ungodlineſt 
and worldly luſts, you ſhould live ſoberly, in the right go. 
verrmennt' of your appetites and paſfons; righteoufly; in 
your! conduct towards your fellow creatutes, and piouſly; in 
your" behavieur towards God, in this preſent vain and tran- 


tory world; By well doing endeavor. to put to: ſilente the 


ignorunce of fooliſh menu. E need not tell you, for yo 
well kene. yourſelves that the Doctrines of Grace, which yo 
maintain, have by many, in everyage of the chriſtian church, 
been charged with wearing a very forbidding aſpect on works 
of rightéeduſnefs ; or that they tend to open the flood-gates 
of immorality. Shew the enemies of the Goſpel then, that 
this is a vain and groundleſs conjecture, and where they are: 
experienced in their power, diametrically oppoſite to the 


truth j——that-yow are ſhocked at the thought of continu- 


irg in ſin, that grace may abound x, Preſerve a good con- 
ſcience, and ſtop the mouths of thoſe who would gladly 
ſpeak evil of you as of evil doers. Put them to ſhame /)“ 
falſely accuſe your good converſation in Chriſt ). Keepin 
mind your high and heavenly calling, and what manner! of 
perſons yon ought! in conſequence to be in all holy conver- 
ſation and godhineſs “. A licentious chriſtian What a 
ſoleeiſm in Divinity! What a palpable abſurdity ! A ſelf-evi- 
dent contradiction this! The unbecomiag walk of one pro- 
feſlor; does, it may be, much more harm to religion, thaw a 
thouſand, by an amiablè conduct; are capable of doing good, 
all their days. God ſorbid any of you, my dear friends, 
ſheud fall under that dreadful ſtigma, of holding the Truth 
Not long ſince in the courſe of” wat reading, I copied the fol- 
lowing pertinent Obſervation, Were the Doctrines of Grace, un- 
« favourable to. ſtrict Mo ality, we ſhould quickly ſee them the 
% reigning ſyſtem of the age: On the contrary, they are therefore at 
r preſent unfaſfuonable, becauſe they make no allowance fer the 
6 wickedneſs of the wicked?! oe Ea 
; | ToprAr's Reply to WESLEY. 

With this ſentence I am not aſhamed to confeſs myſelf very highly 

pleaſtd; And J rejoice there are a few in the Eſtabliſned Church, 


who are advocates for ſuch an hypotheſis. O that their number may 
increaſe daily | | 


Rom. 6. I. 11 Pet. 3. 16. 2 2 Pet. 3. 11. 


* — 
6 44 + ww 


in 


r 


* 


r SR. 8 


hs : * 1 de. © IS * * 


( 4r ) 


ja uorighteguſneſs . F; truſt there is not one amongſt. you, 
but tremble to be guilty of this. And let it, not ſatisfy.you 
that your morals are good, or that thoſe around you, can 
charge you with nothing particularly criminal; but O aim 
to live under the mighty influence of the great truths. you 
profels- to believe. Be lively as well as living chriſtians. Let 
all around you ſee. that you have been with JESUS, and 
learned of him. Make it your endeavour, to abſtain not 
only from evil itſelf, but from the very appearance of it ©, 
Be not ſatisfied- that you do not openly violate any direct 
precept, but allow not yourſelves in what cuſtom hath at all 
made indecent. There are many things, give me leave to 


. 


_. obſerve, which are not, ſtrictly ſpeaking, Unlawful ; which 
nevertheleſs are far enough from being Expedient 4. Go not 


as far as perhaps you might without being guilty of actnal 
ſin, leſt accidentally you fall into it, Approach not the verge 
of the precipice, leſt you meet a headlong dow fall. 
DIsTIxOUuISRH yourſelves in this looſe and degenerate dag 
for vital, experimental, praQical godlineſs. . Holineſs; of 
heart e, lip and life, is the grand end of your miniſters 
preaching, and of your hearing. Dread the thought ef ha- 
ving orthodox heads, with hearts unſound, and diſhonorable 
lives. Be frequently thinking upon God, — addreſſing 
yourſelves to him. Pay all due regard to public worſhip 
aim at obedience to the divine will, and uſe your utmoſt 


EE, 1 2a Rom. . 18. Df Ee 2 
b Acts 4. 13. Learmof me, ſays 2 divine Inſtructor, Mat. 11. 29. 
£ 7G I 1. Co 22» ++ 4 he fl 
d All things are lawful unto me, _ all things are not expedient, 
7 Cor. 6. 12. So ſays that great maſter of realon, who was taught 
his divinity in the regions of Paradice. | 
e © Guard well th 


y thoughts, our thoughts are heard in heav*n.” | 
375% ALS e 03. 6A 37 09 ERR. 

a © Nothing can be more unhappy than that man, who ranges every 
* where, ranſacks every thing, digs into the bowels of the earth, 


_ ©* dives into other men's boſoms, but does not conſider all the While, 


„„ that his own mind will, afford him ſufficient ſcope for enquiry and 
entertainment, and that the care and improvement of himſelf will 
give him buſineſs a,b e oh ot nat Jana: ard - 
"xr man 2 „ MARC. ANTON lib. 2. $23. - 
© Your diſpoſition will be ſuitable to that which you moſt frequently 
think on; for the Soul is, as it were, tinged with the colour and 


** complexion of its own thoughts. +67. Idem, lib. f. $265 
Maso on Self Knowledge, p. 88. N. 
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dr 4 tvance bis glory in the 84 In all your 
dealings with men, act as in the preſence of God. Let 
nothing like craft or bad defign appear in any branch of 
your conduct towards them. Take not advantage of the 
ignorance of thoſe with whom you traffic. Make a point 
of fulflling your engagements. — Be not over Raſty in 
making promiſes, and never make them, but with an in- 


tention of performing them. Let truth be very ſacred in 


your eſteem; what I mean is, let there be an exact corre- 
fpondence between the language of the lip and the thoughts 
of the heart —Mingle the harmleſſneſs of the dove, with 
the wiſdom of the 'ſerpent*,——Remember the eye of God 
is continually upon you ——Keep- in mind that golden 
maxim inculcated' by infinite wiſdom, and regulate your 
conduct by it, Whatſoever ye would that men ſhould do to 
you, do you even ſo to them 5. Let integrity bad fupright- 
neſs preſerve you . Do juſtly, and love mercy i. Degene- 
rate as mankind are, there is ſurely ſuch a thing as Honeſty 
in the world; and where may we fo reaſonably expect to find 


it, as among thoſe who call themſelves chriſtians, If indeed 


any ſech are deſtitute of it; however ſplendid their external 
profeſſion may be, they have no juſt claim to that venerable 
character. If it be poflible, as much as lieth'in you, live 
peaceably with all men k. Exerciſe Forgiveneſs to thoſe 
who may have offended you wum to thoſe in diftrefs, 


f Mat. 10. 16. 7. 12. h Pſa. 26. 21. 

1 And walk humbly with thy Goa, Mic. 6.8. k Rom. 12. 18. 

! Chapity, or Love 1s: not calily provoked, or haſty in re- 
ſenting 1 1 1 Cor. 13. 5. Eph. 4. 32. Luke 11. 4. 

or ev'ry trifle ſcorn to take offence ; 
That always ſhews great pride or little ſenſe. 
Good nature and good ſenſe muſt always join; 
To err is human, to forgive divine. Pork. 

But there are two Quotations I would beg leave to add, out of the 
ſacred Writings, of incomparable greater weight and diguity than the 
forementioned lines from the celebrated Poet. The diſcretion of a man 
deferreth his an W * And it is his glory to paſs over a tranſgreſſion, 
Prov. 19. 11. If thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirſt, give 
him drink: for in ſo doing thou ſhall heap coals of fire on his head. 
Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good, Rom. 12. 
30. 21. 

It is ſaid concerning Julius Cæſar, That upon any ocation; he 
would repeat the Roman Alphabet, lire 4 he ſuffered himſelf to 
— chat he might be more juſt and calm in his reſentments. 

Wars on the Paſſions. 


whether 


e 
whether in body, mind, or outward eſlate, and Love, 
by laying out yourſelves as much as poſſible to advance the 
intereſts ſpiritual and temporal of all around you. Endeavor 


to cultivate a due acquaintance with yourſelves n, and to 
form a juſt eſtifnate of your true interefts. Be humble n. 


— Contented in the ſtation in which Providence hath. 


placed you“; and temperate in the due regulation of your 


bodily appetites, and the moderate uſe of thoſe enjoyments 


which are peculiar to animate nature. What you do for God, 
your fellow creatures, or yourſelves ; 'do from the beſt and 
nobleſt of all prineiples, thoſe of Gratitude ? and Love 2, 
for the great things divine grace has done for you, And 


m © There is nothing men are more deficient in, then knowing 
ce their own characters. I know not how this ſcience comes to be fo 
much neglefted. We ſpend a great deal of time in learning uſeleſs 
things, but take no pains in the ſtudy of ourſelves; and in open- 
& ing the folds and doubles of the heart.” | 


| Reflections on Ridicule, p. 61. 


Every Chriſtian ought to 8 and may know himſelf if he 
6“ be faithful in examining. frequent Exhortations of Scripture 
* hereunto, imply both theſe, viz. that the knowledge of ourſelves 
© is attainable, and that we ſhould endeavor after it. Why ſhould 
e the Apoſtle put them upon examining” and proving themſelves, un- 
#* leſs it was poſſible to know themſelves upon ſuch trying and pro- 
«© ving?” BENNETT's Chriſtian Oratory, p. 568. 

Examine yourſelves, —Prove your ownſelves :——Know you not 
your ownſelves. Let a man examine himſelf, 1 Cor. 11. 28. 2 Cor. 


13. | 
Clemens Alexandrinus faith, that Moſes, by that phraſe, ſa com- 
mon in his writing, Take heed to thyſelf, (Exod. 10, 28. 34+ 12. 
Deut. 4. 19.) means the ſame thing as the Antients did by their 
Yb Mu. 57] 
Know thyſelf, (ſays a good Writer) is one of the moſt uſeful 
„and comprehenſive precepts in the whole moral ſyſtem.” ——One of 


the Antjents obſerves, that for a man to know himſelf, is the 


F 


*© hardeſt thing in the world.” | 
Hzc enim (i. e. Philoſophia) nos cum cæteras res omnes, tum 
quod eſt difficillimum, docuit; ut NOSMET IPSOS, W ; 
: | \ | ICERO. 
n Be cloathed with humility, 1 Pet. 5. 5. 
o Spectator, vol. 8. No. 574, Phil. 4. 11, 
P © O! how amiable is Gratitude ! eſpecially when it has the Su- 
ͤäpreme Benefactor for it's object, &c. | : 
a flunver's Med. vol. i. p. 4- 
* Outward duties, unleſs they proceed from an inward principle 
Jof Love to God, are only ſo many ſplendida peccata, ſhining fins, 
© glittering vices, which can never abide the teſt of 8 uſtice !*? 
. USTINs 


G 2 ſenſible 


” 
Cp . * — — 
* 2 2 N 4 = 
> IF . * —— - F 
© Ap W * * . * bo * 


„ 
£ 


17 
+ 
75 
13 
« 


"Tn —— 


— — 
Fe XK. 


3 


- 2 9893 . <as + _—_ 
3 «XY < ED — . * 


1 
* 
9 


2 w . 
r ... 
8 F e . 9 a £ 


"<p> 
2 8 


. 


( 


ſenſible of the very numerous imperfections with which your 


. beſt obedience is attended, renounce the moſt diſtant idea, of 


meriting any thing ' thereby at the hands of God. Having 
done all which is commanded you, don't forget readily to 
acknowledge you are unprofitable ſervants 7. Your ſalvation 
after all is by Grace alone, through the ſacrifice and righte- 
ouſneſs of Jeſus. Venture not therefore into the preſence of 
God, with any other plea, than that which your almighty, 
gracious Saviour and Friend, hath put into your lips. 
Bor while I would moſt ſeriouſly urge you to a exempla- 
rineſs of behaviour ſuited to your chriſtian character; at the 
ſame time give me leave to recommend to you a chearfulneſs 


of diſpoſition, The ways of wiſdom are pleaſantneſs, and 


all her paths are peace. And though the good man is not 
at preſent the perfectly peaceful and happy man; but meets 
with ſome circumſtances which are diſagreeable and irkſome 
to him; it nevertheleſs remains ſtill a fact. a fact which 
every one, who has entered into the ſpirit of religion, I am 
perſuaded, is convinced of the truth of; that there are 
pleaſures to be met with in the ways of God, which are to 
be found no where beſides. Chriſt's yoke is eaſy and his 
burden light * Great peace have they, ſo the Pſalmeſt ſings u, 
who love thy law, and nothing ſhal! offend them. And with 
him the beloved diſciple of Jeſus readily joins concert, when 


he informs us, That his commandments are not grievous”, 


1. e. they are pleaſant and joyous. Such therefore are very 
unfair and ungenerous in their accounts of religion, who re- 
preſent it as a tireſome, unpleaſant, and gloomy thing ; and 
that to be religious is the ſure way to be miſerable, inſtead 


r Tam here put in mind of two paſſages in the Private Thoughts 
of the very pious Biſhop Beveridge.—“ I cannot pray, but J ſin; 
I cannot hear, or preach a fermon, but I fin; I cannot give an 
alms, or receive the ſacrament, but I fin; nay, I cannot fo much 
as confeſs my fins, but my very confeſſions are ſtill aggravations 
© of them; my repentance needs to be repented of, my tears want 
« waſhing, and the very waſhing of my tears needs ſtill to be waſhed 
c over again with the Blood of my Redeemer.” ——]In another place, 
—*< Should I live like an Angel in heaven, and die like a faint on 
earth, yet I know no truer, nor ſhould I deſire any better Epitaph 
sto be engraven upon my tomb than this, HERE LIES AN UNPRO- 
% FITABLE SERVANT. | SE, 

s Prov. 3. 17. 

u Pſa. 119. 165. 


t Mat. 11. 30. 
„ 


of 


of 


(45) 


of K Aſſ the perſon, who has been longeſt a fol. 
lower of Chriſt, and he will tell you, T am convinced, very 


different things, That he never knew what Tolid peace or 
felioity meant, till he became a lover of religion. This is 
the language, the experience, of the wiſeſt, beſt and hap- 
pieſt men. While then, my Friends, you are grave and 
ſober in your deportment, wear not a ſour, mournful, glag- 
my countenance ; nor put on a ſhy, reſerved behaviour to 
thoſe around you.; than which, perhaps, ſcarce any thin 4 
gives mankind in general, a more unfayourable opinion 

the good ways of God, Many, I fear, have by-this means 
hurt religion, though without deſign ; yea, when they thought 
to recommend it. Religion, my dear Friends, is the moſt 


chearful and enlivening thing in the whole world. Where is 


the Chriſtian who has not found it to be fo, on ſome occa- 
ſions at leaſt, in his own happy experience? There is every 
thing in it which hath a tendency to make us Comfortable, 

Peaceful, Happy. It's pleaſures are ſpiritual, ſubſtantial, 

ſatisfying, They are adapted to chear our breaſts, amidft 
the moſt painful afflictions, and to afford an additional reliſh 
to our moſt agreeable outward enjoyments. Who have reaſon 
to be chearful, if the Chriſtian has not reafon to be fo ?—— 
The man, who is the very happy ſubject of a peaceful con- 
ſcience, who enjoys a ſenſe of divine favor——exerciſes 
faith in the providence of a good God, is indulged with 
communion with heaven and the joyful and tranſporting 
proſpect of never ending bliſs. Guard 'then carefully 
againſt ſuch an appearance and deportment, as may at all 
contribute to ſtrengthen the prejudices of ignorant and worldly 


men. Give them notreaſon on this account to; ſpeak evil of your 


holy profeſſion. Let your behaviour be ſuch, that, if it be the 
will of heaven, you may be the inſtruments of alluring them 
into the paths of godlineſs, rather than of affrighting them 
from them. Pity and pray for them, but envy them not 
their mirth and jollity; for in the midſt of outward pleaſan- 


x © If it was criminal in the Iſraelites to pay 8 regard to che 
report of the ten ſpies, who were ſent to ſearch out the good land, 

than to that of their two fellows Caleb and Joſhua; it is ſtill more 
criminal in us, to give heed to the calumnies of thoſe who know / 
** leis of religion, than thoſe others co uld be ſuppoſed to know of 

* thefair — leaſant country of Canaan.” : 

STENNETT' $s Diſc, on Perſonal Religion, vol, i. p. 324. 
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try, the heart is ſometimes exceedingly ſorrowful. Theſe are 
inſufficient and miſtaken proofs of real chearfulneſs and plea- 
ſure. The laughter of the fool, ſays the wiſeſt of men, is 
as the crackling of thorns under a pot Y——a ſhort-liv'd, 
momentary flaſh, without any rational cauſe; and perhaps, 

ou little think, and it may be difficult to conceive, the many 
kitrer ingredients that are dropt into their cup of joy, — 
the many dead flies in their, pots of ointment, 


But yours, 


my Friends, if you be real chriſtians ; yours, is a rational, 


ſcriptural, permanent pleaſure, A joy which no man can 
take from you *. The world can neither beſtow it upon you, 
or deprive you of it. ge chearful then, but at the 
fame time, be Wiſe . Don't affect a volatile and frothy 
turn. While on the one hand you ſhould avoid the apathy 
of the Stoic, launch not out too frequently on the other, into 
excurſions of wit and drollery.—— In your moſt unbent and 
ſocial hours, be ſure never to loſe ſight of your religion. 
* Always manifeſt ſuch a circumſpection, decency, and, if I 
* may ſo ſay, dignity of conduct, as is anſwerable to your 
« ſacred privileges and exalted hopes. A vain, trifling, de- 
*& ſultory behaviour from day to day, though it be not, 
4 ſtrictly ſpeaking, vicious, is very unbecoming a chriſtian, 
4% Have ſome object of importance in civil life daily in view, 
4% Purſue it with attention, and take care that your hours of 
e relaxation and amuſement be ſo conducted and held under 
« ſuch reſtraints, as that they may neither hurt your conſci- 
* ence, nor hinder your uſefulneſs, A good man, may not 
* only uſe the bleſſings of life, but enjoy them: nay, and 
% it is his duty to be chearful as well as ſerious. The mean 
% however between lightneſs and ſeverity you ſhould care- 
* fully obſerve. And this will at once reflect a luſtre on 
*« your religious profeſſion in the-view of others, and tend 
4e greatly to your own edification and comfort b.“ —I am 
far enough from profeſſing myſelf an enemy to innocent 


y Eccl. 7. 6. 2 Jo. 16. 22. 

2 © Though a gloomy moroſeneſs and ſeverity of manners is 
« unworthy a fervant of JESUS as another man; yet there is ſurel 
% a dignity of conduct that ought always to diſtinguiſh his behaviour. 
« Mingle decency therefore with all your pleaſantneſs, and let your 
*© amulements be no affront to your underſtandings, any more than 
4 your religion.“ STENNETT's Sermon on Acts 20. 19. 

b STENNETT on the means of improvement in religion. 


amuſe· 


6% 


amuſements, But before you have any thing to do wich 


hem, beſure they deſerve that character. Don't engage 
in them too frequent, and never in the company of ſuch 
perſons as ſhall make you the worſe for them. Conduct 


yourſelves” always as under the Omniſcient Eye——Behave 


as ſeeing him, and as ſeen by him, who is inviſible ©, And 


when you give yourſelves - the. greateſt liberty in indulging 


your natural tempers, be ſare conſcientiouſly to avoid the 
leaſt appearance of making things Sacred the fubject of plea- 
ſantry. When any of an airy diſpoſition, with whom you 
converſe, run into exceſſes of this nature; expreſs your ut- 


moſt deteſtation of it. reprove them wich gravity and 
faithfulneſs, and let them know that you can by no means 


allow of any th ing that ſavours of ſuch behaviour, ——And 
yet my advice is, that you would make conſiderable allow- 
ance for the natural temper and conſtitation/of ſome perſons. 
Don't haſtily cenſure every appearance of this Kind. 
Be not difpoſed to make men offenders for a Word. Nor 
count that ſinful in Miniſters which e N e no 
erime in others. e +1 
Drscover an affable, courteous deportmentt: to all it 
you, Pay to every one that deference. and reſpect which is 
due to his ſtation and circumſtances in life. Let the morals 
or religious ptinciples of your neighbours be what they may, 
make a point of aſſiſting them, if they need your aid, by 
your advice, your influence, your example and prayers, in 
every way you are able. Do good, as the Apoſtle recom- 
mends to all 4. Love the whole human race, as fellow crea- 
tures. Spend not your lives —hoard not up your talents, (let 
them be many or few in number, valuable or contemptible;) 
nor wantonly laviſh them upon yourſelves only. Let all that 
you are and have be conſecrated to God, ——ſacred to his 
ſervice,: and the happineſs of mankind, Content not your- 
| ſelves, with not being nuiſances and plagues in the world, 
ſcattering miſchief. and deſtruction wherever you come. 
ſuffer not-yourſelves to-be idle drones in the hive of mankind; 
but let nothing leſs content you, (for nothing leſs is your 
bounden wal] than actively and ſubſtantially to ſerve one 
another e. Eagerly embrace every opportunity that preſents 


c Heb, 11. 27. 4 Gal. 6. 10. | © Gal. 5. 13. ſel 
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zügel. of doing. good to the bodies 3 ſouls, the temporal 


and everlaſting intereſts of all about youf, Whether they be 
ſaints or ſinners. Ad not from ſelſiſh principles, or with a 
view to raiſe a good eſteem and high reputation among men. 


Let motives ſuperior to theſe be the grand principles of your 
ſervices Love to God, and Joye to man ?. Religion! is 


intended to make us uſeful members of ſociety, no leſs khan. 
to enſtamp a divine ſignature upon us. 

Bur while yout-goodueſs diffuſes itſelf mana dur 
whole ſpecies, let. its rays more directly and powerfully de- 
ſcend upon them who are of the houſhold of faith h, Love 
all your fellow; creatures: in general, but love your fellow 
chriſtians in particular. all who have the image of Jeſus 
Chriſt, who, an the judgment of charity appear to be par- 
takers: of the ſame divine nature, and travelling to the ſame 
8 world with yourſelves. “ Conſider the differences 

there may bein ſentiment betwixt real chriſtians, ag'owitg. 
* to the imperfection of the preſent ſtate, and the various 
<< prej udices to Which we are all liable. But with the Whole 
« family of JESUS, whatever be their denomination, with 
all that breathe his ſpirit. and temper, and appear to have 
“his image and ſuperſcription upon their ſouls, I would 
„have you feel your hearts united. Salute them all in the 
* maſt tender andi affectionate way, as brethren in the Lord, 
<4, whote welfare and happineſs you fervently wiſh to promote, 
«© and with whom you hope to ſpend a blifsful eternity in 
t thoſe tranſporting regions, where every miſt and 22 
* darkneſs "ſhall be done away, and you ſhall all be digbt in 
«6. ſhe Lord . 1. "The Bare, 1 am bcafihle 33 ſtraĩt, and the 
4 1 8 Id: VAR ed . 1 

1 ce f 

of {Dam aaa bee be (hon ral Vier). 0 
ſayinng, Amici Diem Perdidi; My Friends, T have loſt à 
4 2 195 much more worthy is ſuch a i I oF ian the heart of; a Ehr 
7 © tian! Or rather, how vigilant ſhould. he be to crowd ey 1775 revol- 
* ving day with devotions to 17 0 God, and acts of kindneſs töwards 
*© men, as that he may not leave ſo much as one day, even fbr who 
years together, over which to lament upon its review as an tn 
6 eypher, and blank in duration,” 2 Ia 


| G1BBON8's Sermons on ſerving oi one 1 in love. 5 
8 1 Cor. 13. 1-8. Thou {halt the Lord thy God witk 0 mw 


heart, &c.— And thy neighbour as thyſelf,” Mat. 22. 37- 39. * 


h Gal. 6. 10. 
i Evaxs's Confeſ. of Faith, p. 34. 35. 
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( 49 ) 
way narrow” that leads to life k. My Bible tells me ſo. 
But make it not [narrower hy a contracted temper, than it 
really is. Open your hearts to all (in imitation of the dear, 
compaſſionate: JESUS,) to all who are hearty well-wiſhers to 
Zion; to whatever denomination of chriſtians they may be- 
long,. yes, though in ſome leſſer matters they may 
perhaps differ from you- Be not over anxious in your enqui- 
ries witk what particular Party they are connected, or what 
peculiarities of ſentiment: they may eſpouſe; at leaſt, let not 
any thing of this ſort inſtuence your judgment concerning 
them. No matter: whether they be Diſſenters, or in commu: 
nion with the Eſtabliſhed Church, ——whether Baptiſts, or 
even Methodiſts, or of any other ſect among mortals. ———— 


But are they good men? — Are they true believers ?——- 


Are they followers of JESUS ?——Are- they heirs of God 
and joint heirs with Chriſt | ?———Theſe, | theſe, my Friends, 
are queſtions of ſubſtantial weight, ——and in proportion as 
you are ſatisfied concerning them, diſcover in every poſſible 
way, your cordial affection to them ®, 15 5, 
Souls are for ſocial bliſs deſign'd, 

Give me a blefling fit to match my mind. 

A kindied-foul, to double, and to ſhare my joys. 

| * 48h WATTS. 
But more eſpecially cultivate a ſpirit of chriſtian familiarity, 
with all thoſe who are members with you of the ſame reli- 


4 * Mat, r %%%ęn , Rn. 
m My ſentiments on this topic, are ſuperſeded, and beautifully ex- 
preffed by the ingenious and very candid Mr. Hervey, in his beautiful 


Reflections on a Flower Garden, vol. 1. p. 172174. The paſſage 


1s too long to be recited at length in this place; and I dare not at- 
tempt an Abridgment of it, leſt I ſhould be thought to act the part 
an imprudent and unſkiltul Surgeon; who, by an unſeaſonable 


uſe of the inciſion knife, kills the patient he thinks to cure. Or of 
an ignorant Gardener, who by pruning. at the wrong time of the 


year, and in an immoderate way cutting off more than are. really lux- 
uriant branches, quite deſtroys that tree which before was flouriſhing 
and gay. I take. the freedom therefore of referring the reader to the 
aſlage itſelf ; which, if I miſtake not, will richly reward him, for 
is trouble in peruſing it. The excellent and Rev. Mr. Pearſall, 
has, I remember, quoted it in his Contemplations on the Harveſt, 
Page 164—166, in treating on the above be ge the reading of which 
likewiſe affectionately recommend. See allo PEARSALL's Contemp. 
in a walk through a wood, p. 235-2422 | 


® 


Mn” 


( 
gious community. Love as brethren n. Bear patiently witer 
one another's tempers and infirmities. Let it never be ſaid 
of you as profeſſors of the meek and loving J ES Us, that 
you fall out by the way. Suppreſs every thing that looks 
like ſhyneſs, or unſocial reſerve, in its birth. Be open and 
communicative in your converſe with one another, and. par- 
ticularly on ſpiritual ſubjects v. To whom think you, ſhould- 
you unboſom yourſelves, and tell the inward workings of 
your ſouls, if not to your chriſtian friends? Let there be a 
ſaſh in your breaſts, if you'll allow me the expreſſion, for 
their particular uſe.——Give them the liberty to throw it up 
at their pleaſure, and fee all that paſſes within. Abominate 
every thing that hath the leaſt appearance of a Bigotted d, 
narrow-ſpirited diſpoſition, and much more every ſpecies of 
Perſecution, a temper this diametrically oppoſite to.the true 
genius of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation. *Tis a great mercy, 
you ought to eſteem it ſuch, that you all have the Bible in 
your hands. Give others then the ſame liberty of judging 
and determining for themſelves in matters of religion, which 
you yourſelves think you have a right to claim as free- born 
Britons. If you eſteem my advice in this inſtance, worthy 
i 'your attention, I would have you expand your ſouls juſt as 
1 wide as the portals of paradice. My meaning is, that you 
55 would embrace all in the arms of your moſt ſincere and cor- 
dial friendſhip Now, with whom you have any hope of ſpend- 
ing an eternity of happineſs Hereafter. Let nothing appear 
in your deportment to thoſe who are differently minded (whe- 
ther in the Eſtabliſhment, or out of it) unbecoming the 
Gentleman any more than the Chriſtian, Religion. 
(endeavour to make your memories the faithful repoſitories 
of this obſervation,) Religion, afſure yourſelves, was never 


intended to make men Churls, either abroad or at home, in 


| n x Pet. 3. 8. | 

o Alluding to Joſeph's advice to his brethren, Gen. 45, 24. 

P Then they that feared the Lord ſpake often one to another, and 
the Lord hearkened and heard, &c. A paſſage this highly worthy 

22 dur obſervation. A moſt emphatical Recommendation of Religious 
. Diſcourſes, Mal. 3. 16, 17. Come and hear, all ye that fear God, 

101 and I will declare what he hath done for my ſoul, Pſa. 66. 16. 

q See a moſt ingenious Epitaph on Bigotry, tranſlated in a curious 
way, from the Latin, by the celebrated Pr. Watts, in his Miſcella- 


neous Thoughts; which I confeſs, I very much admire, as a fine 
piece of ſatyr on that Hateful Monſter, as the Doctor there calls 2 
| the 


10 


2 


controverſy upon ſacred topics, 


conſequences, 


little or no occaſion for this piece of advice. 
Circumſtantials, to the neglect of Eſſential; nor (as our di- 


635) 


the church, or in the world; or terribly out of humor with 
all they meet who cannot in conſcience ſay juſt as they do,. 


and that man's religion does him but little good, who, in 


his fierce contention about ſome trivial matters, (concerning 
which, it may be, he is very poorly, if at all qualified, to 
diſpute,) hath ſhaken hands with that common Civility and 
good Manners, and I will add, good Nature too, which are 
ſo very ornamental to eyery. one who bears the chriſtian name, 
— Avoid, my dear Friends, hot religious diſputes, as 


much as poſlible, than which perhaps, nothing. more effectu- 


ally tends to eat out the very vitals of true godlineſs. I have 
ſometimes, you may remember, told you, that a fondneſs for 
and a converſation that 
becomes the Goſpel, do not often unite in the ſame perſon, 
An over-love of diſputation, like a worm. at the root of 
ſome thriving plant, is likely to be followed with baneful 
to draw away that ſap and nouriſhment, 
which is neceſſary to ſpiritual proſperity, and to bring a 
melancholy barrenneſs into the ſoul. Don't be fo weak as 
once to imagine, none are really good men, but ſuch, Who 
are of your particular perſuaſion; and who it may be, ex- 
actly ſquare with you in their views of religious things. It 
is moſt unreaſonable to expect all around us ſhould think as 
we do, This never has, never will be the caſe, For wiſe 
purpoſes, no doubt, God hath thought fit it ſhould be other- 
wiſe, I ſhould be a cruel wretch indeed, and little better 


than an Inquiſitor in a proteſtant country, did I defire any 


man to put his conſcience upon the rack to gratify a humour 
of mine, With juſt as much propriety might 1 quarrel with 
him, becauſe he has not exactly the ſame” features in his 
countenance, or a ſimilar diſpoſition of mind with me.. 
While then I would have you entertain an high eſteem for 
the truth, be not uncharitable or cenſorious to thoſe who 
may beg leave to differ from you. But I do hope there is 
Deal not in 


vine Lord expreſſes it) ſtrain at a little filly gnat, while you 


can eaſily ſwallow down a huge camel. 


r Strain out a gnat, Do the liquor you are s/ A to drink, and 
yet can ſwallow a camel, (as it is proyerbially aid) or ſcruple little 


things, and diſregard thoſe of the greateſt moment.“ In thoſe 
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vr I 200 the matchleſs love of the Adorable— Three, Father. 
Son, and Holy Spirit. the very intimate relation, not 
only by Nature, but by Grace, that ſubſiſts between all the 
followers of JESUS, ——cotitetaplate the pleaſures and ad- 
vantages you may expeR to enjoy. the ſtriking evidence 
you will give that you are ſincere chriſtians, —as motives to ex- 
cite you to a cultivation of this-amiable, this bleſſed” temper 
of Chriſtian Charity *, Not forgetting the conſideration, 
that you will be kereby preparing. for, yea, anticipating hea- 
ven itſelf ; where nothing but love, the moſt pure and fer- 
vent love, reigns among al! the myriads and millions of 
happy ſpirits reſiding there. O! for the moſt diffulive, ex- 
tenſive ſpread of this divine diſpoſition, and that all would 
this way ſhew that they are Chriſt's diſciples.Notwith- 
Randing the advice, I haye preſumed to offer above, which 1 


truft, will be cordially received; the following, will not, I 


hope, be judged impertinent.——White you exerciſe- Chtif. 
tian Charity, be eautious not to cultivate an acquaintance 
with this virtue at the dear and unwarranted expence of 
truth. Whilſt you love the Perſons of all (for which 1 
highly applaud you,) and admire the amiable behaviour of a 
great many of the Sacred Order, and think their morals well 
worthy your. imitation, take care, my Friends, that by 
this means you are not inadvertently betrayed into a fondnels 
for ſome of their Tenets, which (with modeſty it becomes 
me, and all due reſpect to the Judgment « of thoſe; who know 
mach better than myſelf, to e it 3) are not perhaps ſo 


1 þ 5 
{ f wr . ziir 7 +4 


67; dae countries (ls! Dr. Poddridge, in 00 Gnats were apt to fall 
«« into wine, if it were 25 careful y covered ; and, paſſing the liquor 
„through a trainer, that no a ob or part of one might remain, 
grew into a "Ffoycrb, for exactneſs about little en Mat. 
23.724. 2001781 
d f,? nn ee gnat d dut of the Jihuoriby 
© ſtraining it. Vid. an excellent little work. antituled, Atari 1 
troduct. to Engliſh grammar, p. 1215 Note, by the very learned 
Lowth, biſhop of Oxford: | 
| s *Tis reported of St. John, who . Li preathed * | 
praiſed Love, and almoſt breathed out his ſoul at death, in exhort- 
ing to mutual Love, — that, when he Fas exceeding old, and was 
with difficulty got up into the pulpit at Epheſus, was ſo ſpent, that 
he could ſcarce 15 eak, however he atem ar ut! but could only ay, 
"Brethren: let us Jove one another, 
 PEARSALL'S Contempt. vol. 2. p; 102. Note. 


conſonant 
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DR bes + 


ſonant to the unerring ſtandard of Orthodoxy?t; as cu 


be wiſhed. Beware, leſt under the guiſe of humility aka 


| condeſcending ſpirit, you become Cowards for the truth; 
this reſpect, be good ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt . * +I: am well 2 


Hen my Friends; you have the truth at it is in IRSUS, 
on your ſide. Buy it, but ſell it not “. Contend . for the 


faith, once /delivered unto the ſainits*. But let it be än 
Love v, and with all becoming deferenee to the opinions af 


ah Be zealous, but at the ſame time, be pradent, mo- 
derate and charitable. The truth I am ſure, ought tobe 


very precious to every one of you. No part of it by any 


means whatever ſhould be tamely given up; however enem- 


plary the moral characters, ör- plauſible, at firſt appearande, 


the arguments of thoſe, who while they pretend to be àd- 
vocates for it, are attempting to ſap the very foundations of 
it —Pin your faith to the ſleeve of no man, or body of 
men, let their learning, piety, or popularity he whatever 
they may. Call no man, no, not the greateſt of men, Maſ- 


ter upon Earth, for one is your maſter, even Chriſt . 
Don't think yourſelves under any obligatien- to receive ain- 
plicitly, what any, (no, not your moſt favorite preachersz) 
may attempt to impoſe upon you. Like the noble Bereans of 
old, ſearch the Seriptures daily to ſee whether the things they 
tell you be ſo or no *. Have a chiaſh ſaith the Lord, for hat- 


ever appertains to religious faith or practiee. Follos none 
as infallible guides. The Saered Oracles only are truly anti- 
tuled to chis glorious character. Read youriBibles'for-your- 


ſelves. And fince they contain a clear revelation of the di- 
vine mind, with reſpect both to faith and duty, hile peru- 


fling them daily and employing your Meditations upon them; 
let: your eye be directed to that bleſſed ſpirit, by whoſe im- 
mediate inſpiration they were indited o, and whoſe province 
it is to ſearch all things; yea, the deep things of God &, 

that he would open the eyes of your underſtandings to behold 
the wondrous chings contained i in bis law Dons to 


t To the 0 ab; to A ae 41 i not R to 
this Word, it is becauſe there is no ane them, Iſa. 8. 20. 
u 2 Tim. 2. 3. w Prov. 23. 23. * Jude 3. 
y Eph. 4. 15. 2 Mat. 23. 8-10. 2 Adds 17. res 
b All Scripture is 8 by inſpiration of God, 2 Tim. 3. 16. 
Holy men of God ſpake as they were mavee, by-ahe, Holy Ghck, 2 


cn 3. Cc. 1. Cor. 2. 10. fa. 119. 18. 
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Form diſtinct mid well dipeſted apprehenſions of Goſpel Doc- 


*trines. View them in their order and connection. Keep 
your minds as free as poſſible from confuſion and prepoſſeſſion 
'in-judging about them. —Let the following important Ar- 
ticles in particular be held by you in the higheſt eſtimation. 
Our Apoſtacy by the firſt, and our Recovery by the ſecond 

tu dam. — Our election by grace. Juſtification throꝰ imputed 
righteouſnefs.— Regeneration and progreſſive Sanctification by 

the influences of the divine Spirit. The Perſeverance of 

the Saints in Grace to Glory. The true and proper Di- 
'vinity of IE SUS. The Deity and Perſonality of the Holy 

Spirit; his gracious Aſſiſtances and powerful Operations. 

The Glory of the Redeemer's Perſon, as God. Man 
Mediator, the Fulneſs of his Offices, as the Prophet, 
Prieſt, and King of his Church. —the Neceſſity and Per- 
fection of his Satisfaction and Atonement, without which 
you can have no ſcriptural Foundation to hope for Forgive- 

neſs, and Acceptance now, or com pleat Salvation hereafter. 

Task, theſe, my Friends, are the very fundamentals of 
eee baſis of our holy religion, and if 
the foundations be deſtroyed, what can the righteous dos? 
What numbers, I am very ſorry. to ſay it, even among Pro- 
. »teflant Diſſeaters, are ſadly deviated from them; turned aſide 
from the Good Old Way, and wandered into the intricate 
- mazes of ereor.——— Theſe are truths, however glorious, how- 
ever important, but little alas! underſtood by ſome, intirely 
2 by others, and ſcarce ever thought on by more. 
-O! how, how is the Glory Departed from us! May not 
I- chabod be inſcribed upon us f! Where, where is the:gloay! 
Where is that love to God and Chriſt, that zeal for his ho- 
nor, that concern for his truth, for which our illuſtrious; fore- 
fathers were - ſo deſervedly renown'd! Our anceftors are dead 
and gone, and their ſpirit has in a great meaſure died along 
with them. Where are the young Eliſha's who have taken 
up the mantles which have fallen from the venerable Elijah's, 
who are tranſlated before them 8 f. Nevertheleſs, you will 
acknowledge with me, the - foregoing particulars are the moſt 

ſweet and precious parts of our Chriſtian Faith. Doe- 
trines which give the moſt pure and undivided honor to God, 
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e Pla. 11. 3. f 1 Sam, 4. 21. 22. 
s Alluding to 2 — 2.13.f 2 
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-——difplay the ineffable glory of the divine perfections, 


rt and the unſearchable and infinite treaſures of his free grace. 
m They exalt the adorable Redeemer h,. yield the moſt 
2 reviving and ſolid comfort to miſerable ſinners, — ſink the 
t. pride of apoſtate man,—and in the moſt endearing and 
To; effectual manner promote every intereſt of holineſs in heart 
d and BREGr rd is ok ee 
y Tusk are truths which coſt our anceſtors dear, exceeding 
be dear. They come ſtreaming to you and me, as I may ſay, 
1 in the blood of the ſaints and martyrs of JESUS.—Nu- 
7 merous and powerful are our temptations in the preſent day 
a to depart from them; but, from compaſſion te your 
a poſterity, from a ſenſe of the ſad condition of ſuch who 
t, are permitted to abandon the truth, from a full convic- 
* tion of the great value and importance of the things them 
h ſelves, from a perſuaſion of your obligations ſteadily to 
2 adhere to them, yea from the command of the great 
a God himſelf, be perſuaded, be animated to be zealous 
f for the truth. Having proved all things, hold faſt that 
if which is good *.———But ſuffer in this place, a word of 
3 ſerious exhortation. Let Humility in oppoſition. to Pride 
" and Self Confidence, and all becoming reſpe& to the ſenti- 
1 ments of others; be mingled with all your zeal. Main- 
- tain the truth with a ſacrad, pious fervor, with affec- 
's tion and love. with a pure heart and a good conſcience, 
A vith conſtancy and perſeverance. Don't give any rea- 
. | ſon to ſay after they have been in your company that you 
t are over-forward in engaging in religious controverſy. And 
1 yet, when truth is publickly, and with great boldneſs. op- 
E Poſed, give not into a contrary extreme. Let the enemies 
J h The loftineſs of man ſhall be bowed down, and the haughti- 
neſs of men ſhall be made low, and the Lord alone ſhall be exalted 
p in that day. So fays the eloquent Iſaiah, chap. 2. 11. | 
n i The Pockrine which is according to godlineſs, 1 Tim. 6. 3. 
5 This correſponds with a very valuable maxim, which an eminent 
. wine once recommended to his people, as a touch-ſtone to diſtin- 
1 gun Evangelical Truth, —— That doctrine, he ſaid, which tends to 
t umble the ſinner; to exalt the Saviour; to promote holineſs; that 


doctrine, which tends to accompliſh All theſe deſigns, you may em- 
race as ſound. That which is defective in its influence on any one 
of them, you ſhould reje& as corrupt. : | 
1 8 Theron and Aſpaſio, vol. 1. 383 · + 
* x Theſ. 5. 21. 3 
I | of 
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of truth know thaty degenerate as: the times are, it does not 
want for advocates. Endeavour to ſtop the mouths of 
Gainſayers l. Put in a word fer your Maſter there, and 


his poor, deſpiſed esuſe, to the heſt of your capacity 
To remonſtrate againſt errors unhappily derogatory to the 
Redeemer's dighity, and not a little prejudicial to tlle con- 
ſolation of his people, —this conduct will beſpeak you, 
not the cenſortous' Bigot, but the Friend of Truth, and the 
lover of man kind. Whereas to ſtand neuter” and ſilent, 


while ſuch principles are propagated, might be an in ſtance 
of criminal Remifsneſs, rather than ef Chriſtian Modera. 


tion n. But be ſure, let the Law ef Kindneſs n hang 


upon your ps. What you attempt off this nature, per. 
form it in tke Meekneſs of Wiſdom e, with that calmneſs 
which ſhall evidence you have truth on bur ſide; and let it 
be with a defire to convince; if poſſible, your opponents, 
rather than to ſhew any*fine' talents in the art of diſputation. 
Ege concerned, my Friends, fincerely concerned, to have an 

Experimental Acquaintance with the grand, capital 'Fruths 


_ above-mentioned ; for this, this is to be truly wife, —— 


endeavour to live under their ſacred influence, enjoying 
the comforts ariſing from them; for this; this is to he ſub- 
ſtantialty happy.—— Not te forget to mention, that your 
zeal ſhould be likewiſe: diſplayed in defence of the Ordi- 


naaces no leſs than the Doctrines of the Goſpel. I mean 


thoſe of Baptiſm (in which, both as to Mode and Subjekt, 


you are ſo unhappy as to differ from many great and goed 


men z) and the Supper of the Lord. Nor be lax in your 
attention to the Diſcipline of Chriſt's houſe ; a matter this, 


give me leave to ſay, of eſſential Importance to the peace of 


individuals, and the proſperity of religion. : 


AFTER the advice I have preſumed to give above; it may 


not be amiſs to annex the following. Be very much upon 
your guard, I pray you, not to obtrude religious converſa- 
tion upon all companies in a promiſcuous way.——I would 
not have you affect a moroſe Silence, or fit for an hour or 


two together in agreeable company, with your lips ſealed 5 


1 
m Herycy's Reflections on a F lower-Garden, p- 173. * 
n Prov. 31. 26. o James 3. 13. 
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ir he oho now addreſtes you ſhould happen to be preſent at 
ſuch a ſeaſon, he is free: to tell you, he ſhould be tempted to 
jaterpret ſuch behaviour into deficiency in point of ſends; ar 
a want of good manners, or that you were ſudly out of hus 
monr with ſomebody im the room.——-But yet the Hint cans. 
not, I think, be improper, do not indulge a Talkative 
Diſpoſition upon any, nd not even upon religious ſubjecs ; 
ſuffering for almoſt hours together, the voice of no one 
fcarcely to be heard but your own(?,——which, to give it as 
good a name as it deſerve, is endu@t exceeding! indecent. 
Eet noe a warm, thoughtleſs' Zeal; fwallow up your Pru- 
dence.——I am not ignorant that the generality of profeſ: 
fors quits à ſpur rather than a carb, in reſpect of ſerious 
talk. Tis but little, too little alas! attended to by the beſt 
of us. I would not willingly throw out any thing that 
ſhould in the leaſt degree tend to diſhearten you in this 
branch of your duty. In proportion as the great things of 
God imprefs the mind, will they influence the lip. From 
the abundance of the heart, you have often read, the mouth 
will peak a. I ſincerely wiſh there was more converſation of 
a religious nature amongſt us. The want of it, I am 
verily perſuaded, is one cauſe, and perhaps not the leaſt, of 
that general decay of vital godlineſs, which is but too viſible 
around us, Were it more in faſhion,- (if you'll allow the 
term,) I ſhould ſappoſe it might tend, by the bleſſing of 
God, to bring about a revival. But what I mean in this 
paragraph 11 chat it will be your wiſdom, to watch your 
opportunity for the introduction of it. It was to thoſe 
only, you remember, who feared God, whom: the Pſalmiſt 
invited t6 come to him, that he might tell them, what the 
Lord had done for his ſoul *. And of a ſimilar character 
were thoſe pions dons hꝰ ſpake often one to another, to + 
whom Jehovah' condeſcended to hearken, and to record whoſe: 

exemplary behaviour he keeps a book of remembrance * 5 


o Zeno being p f where a Paßt of this immoderately lo- 
quacious diſpoſition ayed Fel off, ſaid, with an air o deep 
concern in his counteriance,. that poor gentleman i is ill, he has a vio- 
lent flux upon him. The company was alarmed, and the rhetori- 
cian ſtop pped in his career. Yes, added the philoſopher, e flux is 
ſo violent, chat it has carrie 1s ears into his an ue 

2 Mat. 13. The * © ſa. 66. 26, al. 16. 17. 
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ſerious people about you. And when it unfortunately hap- 


J CW) 
Laer no bpportunity flip of ſpeaking for Chrift, if by 


chat means; of doing good, there may be eyen the leaſt 


ſhadow. of probability. See to it that the place be ſuit- 
able, and the time ſeaſonable; for a word fitly ſpoken is 
like apples of gold in pictures ef e, and a word in 
ſeaſon, (as Solomon tells you, in my motto, ) how good is 
it u? All times are not equally agreeable, (if after a 
pretty many years experience, I may venture to offer my 
opinion upon this matter :) even when you have none but 


pens to be otherwiſe, it requires no. ſmall ſhare of diſcretion 
to ſlide in- a word in ſuch a way, that it may be followed with 
the deſired effect. Be ſerious in your converſation as you 
pleaſe; and the more ſo, the more, I hope I can ſay, you 
will recommend yourſelves to me. But launch not out into 
religious declamations, but in company with proper perſons, 
who are not likely to ſcoff and turn your ſacred profeſſion 
into ſneer and ridicule. Or if at any time you ſhould think 
it expedient to drop a word or two of a ſerious nature in 
the preſence of ſuch, let it be done in ſuch a.manner, as 
mall rather recommend religion to their eſteem, and make 
them as it were, contrary. to their inclinations, fall in love 
with it; than cauſe them to go away, being offended with 
you, and expoſe it. Many good people, I am apt to ſuſpe& 
(and you have heard me make this obſervation before now,) 
by an .indiſcreet conduct in this particular, (to call it by no 
worſe name) have done a great deal of harm to that good 
cauſe, which I don't queſtion, but jit was their intention to 
promote. Caſt not your pearls before ſwine, ſaid nE, who 
ſpake as man never did, neither give that which is holy unto 
eee, | | | 

Be not ſatisfied with the attainments you may have made 
in religion, Grow 1n grace, ſays Peter * the excellent apoſ- 


t Prov. 25. 11. Retiacula argentea, in quibus oculi ſunt miru- 
tiſſimi, penetrabiles tamen viſu. Glaſſius « According to 
«© this interpretation, the paſſage will preſent us with Apples of 
& Gold in net work, or lettice-work of filver, where the fine fruit 


receives a new charm, by ſhewing itſelf through the elegant aper- 
e tures of the ſalver,” | 


Theron and Aſpaſio, vol, 1. p. 32. N. 
Prov. It. 23. w Mat. 7. 6. | 
7 x 2 Ep. 3. 16. 
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tle. A ſhort, but very comprehenſive. exhortation this; 
well deſerving the notice of the moſt eminent chriftiatis 
amongſt us. ——Endeavor. with all your” might, to make 
an improvement in the divine life, ——a' ſenſible proficiency 
in the ſchool of Jeſus Chriſt, ——Be not content with "fit- 
ting upon the loweſt form, but aim at being even of the 
higheſt claſs of chriſtians, ——ſtars of the fitſt magnitude in 
the hemiſphere of the church, Entertain a due ſenſe of 
your rich obligations to heaven for the favors you have re- 
ceived ; but for the honor of God, the advancement of true 
religion, and your own comfort, let it be your deſire to go 
forward . Think it not ſufficient that you do not 'g6 
backward in the ways of religion *; but aſpire to an im- 


provement in thoſe diſpoſitions, affections and virtues which 


conſtitute the real chriſtian. Let a ſacred ardor fire your 
breaſts, to be behind none of your fellow-profeſſors' in "gifts 
and grace, in knowledge and uſefulneſs, —— or whatever 
beſides is commendable and praiſe worthy in the fight of 


| God :——Endeavor, my Friends, endeavor to ſtrain every 


nerve, (if the phraſe be allowable,) to outſtrip all around 
you,——to run with greater and ſtill greater eagerneſs, than 
they, the race which is ſet before you A noble emu- 
lation this, and highly deſerving of applauſe, I need not, 
J think, tell you, for you know very well yourſelves, there 
are degrees of grace; or that the religion of the heart is ca- 
pable of very conſiderable ' advances, — Go'on then chriſe 
tians, from ſtrength to ſtrength b. Proceed from one de- 
gree of grace unto ànother.— Add to your faith, virtue, 
knowledge, temperance, pitience, godlineſs, brotherly kinds 
neſs and charity Aim even at Perfection ©, as the Apoſ- 
tle exhorts, in every chriſtian grace and virtue, though you 
are conſcious, *tis impoſſible to attain it in any while here,— 
Forget the things which are behind, reach forward to thoſe 
things which are before, in imitation of the ſame illuſtrious 
hero, and preſs towards the mark. for the prize of your high 


\ 


| y Alluding to Exod. 14. 18. Ke 
z Such who not make a progreſs in religion, perhaps are neceſſarily 
declining ; for I am apt to think, there is no ſuch thing (properly 
ſpeaking) as ſtanding quite ſtill here. VELO, 24] 6814 
4 Heb. 12. I, b Pſa. 84. 7. Cc 2 Pet. 1. 5—8. 
: 7 b Heb. 6. 1. x . 
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calling in Chriſt Jeſus *, Fon babes and 0 7 


your endeayor to pe yon es and fathers in Chriſt 


Nor let milk ſuffice you, if you be capable of digeting 
meat 5 — divine influence, Iam, very ſenſible, is ablo- 
lutely neceſſary, to your making a progreſs in religion 
I would nevertheleſs make this the abject of ſerious exhorta- 
tation; for this reaſon, becauſe that influence is only to be 


expected, (if the Scriptures are to be credited) in the uſe of 


means; which means you and I. are unqueſtionably capable 
of ofing. Watch diligently therefore againſt all occaſions 
of fin,——endeavor to make yourſelves tolerably acquainted 
with that moſt dificult of all- ſciences, the 3 of 
yourſelves * —— Obſerve diligentiy the dealings of Provi- 
dence, realize the great Ka very ſolemn events of death 
and eternity, frequently and with aſſiduity, peruſe your 
Bibles, ——cultivate 0 acquaintance, as much as may be, 
with the beſt of men i,. be conſcientious 1 in the diſcharg 
of the duties of public worſhip, and particularly 
I- recommend Prayer, as the moſt eſſential and important of 
all the means of improvement in religion. —Let ſacred dy. 
ties be diſcharged by you with the utmoſt ſeriouſneſs, — 
conſider your duty as your privilege, ——ſcize eagerly the 
moſt fayorable opportunities that preſent themſelves for the 
performance of them,. be regular and conſtant in your 
attention to them——refſt not in them, . or lay not an undue 
ſtreſs upon them, and be ſure there be a correſpondence 
between your profeſſion and prafiice, 

Bs deeply ahaſed before God for your paſt milimprove- 
ments of the priviledges you have enjoyed, your omiſ- 
fions of duty, and commiſſions of fin, —— and the little 
progreſs you have made in religion conſidering the ke Wa 
b rot wich which you ba" heen fayoured.— e 


e P DK - 9. 2. 12—1 op Ts 

1 I "2 fed Por 7. ach Kix and ot 125 meat, E. 1 Cor. 3. 2. 
——Strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, Heb. 5. 14. 
h Quod præceptum i Be ia majus erat quam ut ab homine vidererur, 
id circo a NO eft Deo: jubet Ro nos Pythius Apolio, noſcere 


[NOSMET 1PSOS.]. . | 23 1 
icero dus ib. 5. cap- 16. 
Tis virtue only makes our Bliſs. x 8 ' 
And all our Knowledge is OURSELVES 10 ENG, 4 
Pope's Eſſa an. 
4 He that walketh with wiſe men ſhall be wiſe, W 13. 20. 
ü 
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to Gof to afford yay aflifting, reſtraining, fanflifying grace: 

Reſiſt the devil, the world, and your own cotruptions. 

Fight the good ſight of faith, lay hold upan eternal life r. 
 Dypyiey LTIES, py fome of them. apparently ynſur- 
mountable, you muſt expect to meet with. * Nope eer Be 
came a follower of Chriſt, bur was called to dei dig, 
and take up his croſs!. You miſt look Tor trials of an in. 
ward or teligious, As Hell as of an external natüfe. L would 
not for the world flatter you with the notion, that hecauſe 
you are the diſciples of JESUS, you ſhall be perfectly happy 
here. This is not to be reaſonably expected. The experi 
ences of the geople of (508 in every Snot HY JO and 
the declarations of ſacred writ, are proofs 6f the very reverle, 


he frequently de then tlie riſks you may 

. NEE: „ Fuga 2v 54 SEM EQT 

be called to run, and the dangers matiy and imminent, you 
are to encounter in the ſervice of Chrift.”” Meet your fuer 


ings with a calmneſs and {erenity of mind becoming chrifiang, 
Bear them with meekneſs and reſolution ; yes, and plory ® ig 
them too, as you are the favorites of "heaven, and the men 


a 


whom the King of Glory delights 


+ 


* 
- 


om the King of Glc to honor ®,——Let not 
any thing of this kind ie dice your minds apaipft the ways 


”- 


of religion, You have fat down, I hope and counted the 


coſt ®, and baying fer yqur hand to the} tough, you are nat 
by any means to fling 2 wiſhful look beige 5. The Er 


4 * 1 * 23 tw 4 1117 - Han 9 : '$ 8 
of Chriſt, I mention it for your encouragement, the ſervic 
1 A A yo SIE en ACS TEST IOC I 1 *. 
of Jeſus Chriſt, is after all the moſt honorable and advan- 


1 * ? — {C34 T PETALS 24, $4; * 4 (155795 
tageous. You have eyery imaginable©confideration to ant; 


mate and comfort you in it. His yoke 1s eafy and bis bur- 
den light 2. Nay, more than this, his ways are plęaſant- 
neſs, and all his paths are peace *. And be aſſured further 
for your comfort, that you are not permitted to ſet out upan 
a warfare at your own charges. He whoſe diſciples you 
are will not fail to ſupport and Anke you as your ne- 
. n — 19 r n LITE t 
ceſbties require, As your day is, ſo fall your Krengeh be*. 
. 5 i I 3 * 1 3 Ay 0 i 
n I will glory in the things which concern my infirmities, 2 Cor. 
11. 30. Of myſelf I will not glory, but in mine eee 2 Cox, 
12. 5. I rather glory in my infirmities, v. 9— take pleaſure in in- 
frmities, v. 10. What a cluſter, what a group of èxpreſſions, all 
lignifying the ſame thing ! 
n Referring to Eſther 6. 11. © Luke 14. 28. p Lyke 9, 62. 
à Mat, 7. 30. 1 Prov. 3. 17. s 1 Cor. 9. 7. 
t Deut. 33. 25. 5 Ry 
Tn oy His 
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His power i is almighty; | 35 orcs. is faltcient; ; yea all-ut. 
cient, his: ſtrength ſhall be perfected in your weakneſs u. 


Pleaſing, captivating, rapturous declaration! Were it not for 


this, how quickly ſhould we ſometimes faint and languiſh i in 
the- path. of duty,—yield to the power and rage of our 
cruel enemies, —and fink under the weight of our own 
fears. Let not the ſtrongeſt, and moſt experienced chriſ- 
tians amongſt you be preſuming; nor let the weakeſt indulge 


a a doubting frame. The great ſhepherd of the ſheep de- 


lights to take the tender lambs. in his arms, to bear and 
them in his boſom v. 

Bur whilſt you are aiming to be progreſſive chiidians, 
fake heed of being vain and conceited of the acquilitions 
E may have been aſſiſted to make in religion. Spiri- 

al. pride is the very worſt and moſt dangerous ſpecies of 
pride. in the whole world. Let your attainments be what 
they may, aſſure. vourſelves there is the higheſt reaſon ſtill 
for the indulgence of a quite contrary diſpoſition, Think in 
how many inſtances you come ſhort of your duty. the 
little proficiency you have made, conſidering your advan- 
tages, 
are ſurpaſſed by ſome, of fewer opportunities for divine in- 
Rruction, and what is ſtill behind, which is lacking *, 
(to uſe the Apoſtle's phraſelogy,) in your faith and Jove, 
your knowledge, holineſs and obedience, — Make it your 
buſineſs to the beſt of your power, to aſſiſt ſuch by your in. 
Rructions, who are inferior to you in point of knowledge 
and chriſtian experience. Strengthen, and comfort the feeble 
minded, ſupport the weak, and be patient toward all men”, 
And I pray, you may daily ſee the great importance of 1 im- 


Ploring divine tuition. If any of 1 you ſee your need of wil 


dom, aſk it of God *,—of him who is the Father of lights“, 


and of the ſpirit of illumination, Have your eye continu- 


ally upon your Maſter, and your ear neceſſarily open to. his 
commands, ſaying, O! Lord, what I in great ignorance, 
perceive not, teach thou med. An arrogant, ſelf- conceited 
chriſtian, not only ſhuts himſelf out from thoſe opportuni- 
ties of improvement, to which in humilit) would intro- 


u 2 Cor. 12. 9% 


w Iſa. 40. 11. 
7 x Thel. 5. 14. 


Z ory 1 
o Job 34. 32. 


* 1 Theſ. 3. 10. 
a James 1. 17. 


duce 


how much, it may be, (excuſe my boldneſs,) you 
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1 dure him; bat is ſure to be held in ſovereign contempt of 
* moſt diſcerning perſons, to whom he would ſeem to be v 

Ws ſuperior; and to whom he is hereby rendered totally incapa- 
12 ble of doing good. Be cloathed, as the Apoſtle directs, with 
5 Homility-*. . | | EY WIS; 
n e 1 5 8 
1. Axy ſince it is greatly to be lamented that too many, 
0 | who have the ſlendereſt pretences to either Knowledge or 
5 Gifts, for the miniſtry, (I will not ſay, to Grace, or even 
4 common Honeſty ;) do vainly intrude themſelves into this 
5 ſacred office, and bring great diſhonor upon it. ſince this 
65 I ſay, is too frequently the caſe, and perhaps never ſo much 
55 as in the preſent day; Give encouragement to none to 
7 appear in the public character, but ſuch, who, to ſay. che 
of WR ileaſt of them, are perſons of promiſing abilities, ——have'z 
15 competent knowledge in divine things, and an aptneſs th 
ill communicate that knowledge to others. But what is a mi- 
in = niſter of the fineſt natural abilities, and of the moſt extenſive 
be = acquired knowledge, if he be defective in point of morality, 
n- Z or devoid of the grace of God. in other words, if he be 
112 . not a good man, a real chriſtian? To what purpoſe (ſays 
n. one,) does a man take upon him to inſtruct others in matters 
1. = of religion, who is deſtitute of a principle of honeſty and 
5 leads a looſe and profligate life? e WY 

* . By no means patronize ſuch preachers, who, (like a2, 
4 ; age painted upon a way-poſt in a public- road,) are con- 
oe = tent to point out the path to others, though they do not 
ple 2 take ſo much as one ſtep in the way themſelves 4. Nor let 
17. ſiach, my Friends, be countenanced by you, who are not re- 
Sh = Agularly called to the office. For a perſon to take upon him 


il. olf his own head to be a teacher of others, you would be 


of = Juſtified, by all thoughtful and ſober men, in accounting this 
IN = 2 ſcandalous and notorious breach of decency and order, —P 
45 S flatter myſelf there is no great propriety in giving the fol- 
5 LY lowing advice, my Friends, to you._——Nevertheleſs excuſe: 
ed = tbe hint which I am fo naturally led to give upon this topic. 
we. ED Open not the mouths of the thoughtleſs, ignorant vulgar, 
o- by giving them occaſion to run about the country and ex- 
2 claim, « Any thing will do to make a Baptiſt-Parſon.“ 
| | e 1 Pet. 5. 5. ; | | 
1335 d Be ye followers of me, even as I alſa am of Chriſt, ſays the 
er ible Apoſtle, 1 Cor. xx, 1, but no fartheg. 


Language 


| ( 64 ) 
Tasguage chisLwhieh, moft harh and ungratefel as it is} has 
frequently, I can affure you, (t my uHfprakable grief at 
melt.) been ſounded" in my ears. Be not inſtrumental iu 
tlie leaſt degree, in thus finking che importance of the mini. 
ſerial character. Do your utmoſt rather to keep up/ the dig. 
nity of it, by encouraging none but men of upright Hearts 
(fo far as you ire able to judge concerning them,) and Ro. 
Norable lies. To ſay all in a word, be fo tender of 
the reputation and eredit of religion in the view of the 
world around you, as to countenance none under the cha- 
facter of miniſters, WhO are in any meaſure likely to pour a 
feandat upon if; Much more depends, I do aſſure yon, 
upon a wiſe aud prudent conduct in particular, than, of 
which, I fear, the geticrality of profeſſors are aware 
F remember to have read ſomewhere, an expreſſion of ont of 
the Ancients, and I heartiiy with I may never forget it, * 
de yerily believe, ſays he; © that few miniſters wilf be 
faved s. God forbid this ſhould prove to be the cafe; Hut 
the very apprehenſion of it methinks, ſhould excite yew to 
be exceedingly cautious whom you encburäge in che (alt 
character. Miniſters have ſouls to be ſaved, as well as the 
People committed to their care; and O ! *tis fad indeed When 
miniſters have cauſe to lament, chat whilſt they have been 
4-3 induſtrious in keeping the vineyards: of others, their on 
" " vineyard has been ſhockinply diſregarded! Morality ig uf 
_ eſſential importance to the reputation and uſefulneſs of every 
ene who calls himſelf a miniſter of Chriſt. But his mam 
concern ſhould be that his heart is upright before God; ànd 
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e "Tis not a great while ſince T was informed of in expreſſion of 
A miniſter (unkno#n) ſomewhat I think, to this effeck, that the 
& way to hell was paved with the ſculls of Preachers. There 
may appear perhaps ſomething a little jndelicate in this pbraſe, at 
the firſt reading of it: and I confeſs it had not, nor hath it yet, fo 
pleaſing a found: in every ear as I could wiſh, Notwithſtanding 1 
think, there is an idea contained in it, which I ſhould be glad my- 
ſelf to keep in mind; and O! that all may bear me company in this, 
who ſuſtain that venerable name. May wei one: be concerned 
to look well to our aims and views in the diſcharge of our work;=— 
1 keep under my hody, (ſays the great and yet ſelf-diffident Apoſtle) 
leſt hen I have preached to others, I myſelf ſhould be a caſt- 
. 1 Cor. 9. 27. „ am fully perſuaded, (ſays a miniſter 
* of the preſent day,) that a damned miniſter of the Goſpel, is the 
«* moſt ſhocking charäcter in hell.” Abbas 2 
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Booth's Confeſſion of Faitit, p. 5 . | 
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that;, his. own a life and converſation are infl nenced. hy the ſame. 


traths he diſpenſes to others., could tellygn 1 
if it were neceſſary here, that eyery kind. gf, kngyl is 
uſeful . to a miniſter... The knowledge _—_ divine; things I 
hope, 1 deſire, to be ſenſible, is the moſt important of all, 
be knowledge of God and his will, of ; ;Chrif and | the 
way of ſalyation by. him; and of, mankind and: eir moſt 
important intereſts; + Pay all due regard then; to earning, and 
learned men Don't idolize any for their acquiſſ tions, on 
the: one hand, nor think the, worſe of them,; for;their, im- 
provements on the other: Conſider a liberal education, as a 

moſt excellent and defirable-bleſling; and that 2, miniſter, if he 
be a' good man, cannot be too wiſe ; if he putz bis. learning, 


I mean, in the right place, not of an inſolent, domineering 


Miſtreſs, but in the humble capacity of a Servant; or a Page. 
Do not entertain ſuch an exalted, apprebenfign..of 1 it, as ta 
be once tempted to imagine, that none can be good men, or 
uſeful miniſters without it; which, in my opinion, 1s far 
enough” from being the caſe, nor conclude, with Sg 
many ignorant perſons, (who know nothing of the value 
this ineſtimable jewel, ) that a miniſter is the worſe for his 
de learnin g,—that it does him more harm than good, that 
140 though 1 it may be ſomething of an ornament, yet. that (like 
« a piece of fine painting on a-window,). it prevents the ads 
« miſſion of light,” wich abundance of ſuch filly rant, 
which I have ſometimes heard from the lips of thoſe who 
ought to have been better taught f) nor paſs, I pray 
you, ſuch an uncourtly compliment upon your own under 
ſtandings as to ſuppoſe. that becauſe a man has got juſt hte» 
rature enough, to render hint capable of reading with a tole= 
rable grace, an eaſy chapter ih his Bible, that therefore to be 
ſure, his acquiſitions, are, too great for him to, be .a lively, 
evangelical, uſeful miniſter. . Every kind of knowledge 
* (ſays a good modern won is ofefol to à miniſter, Na- 


9.7 Permit me for once to throw this matter into \ fomowhat of a Lox 
gical form. 
Man was originally = a ind knowing eeature, and herciny in 4 
conn degree, did his primæval glory conſiſt. 
Ignorance and ſin are amen 5 and -the higheſt: diſgrace to to human 
Nature. oi 
Ergo. — The Miniſter, jo private Chriſtian, Who triumpl vin his 
'SROrANCE; glories in that, of: which he ouglit 2 a 
= | 1 cr : 
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tural ledge is ſo; eſpecially thoſe branches of ie 
which enable him to conſult the facred Scriptures in che 
* langgage wherein they were wrote; to enter into the rea- 
« formnss; matims, and principles upon which mankind 
% act; and to illuſtrate and defend the doctrines, prophecies, 
«| hiffories; and miracles of the Bible. Get as much of this 
«Knowledge therefore (ig his advice) as you can: and fail 


* not to apply it to the great purpoſes of Religion . 
I but ilk becomes me, I am ſenfible, to ſay a great deal 
about myſelf in this performance. The duties I àm called, 
my Chriſtian Friends, to diſcharge among you (and which'T 
truſt, I deſire to do faithfully; According to the abilities with 
which God has bleſſed me) are to miniſter the Word, to 
adminifter- ordinances, to prefide in the houſe of God, and 
that of private inſtruction, reproof and exhortation. 
New in regard of your behaviou f to htm, who eſteems it aa 
de nn en ende "EARNS ene 


E Stennett's Ser. at Evans's Ordination, p. 50.“ There is not 

& a ſober, thoughtful man, Who reflects that the gifts of inſpiration 

* and of miracſes are now ceaſed; but will I think, readily admit, 

that every kind of knowledge Which is to be obtained by ſtudy, 

« reading; ſelf-acquaintance, and converſation, eſpecially that which 

on qualifies 2 perſon to explain the Scriptures, to defend its doctrines, 

4 to recommend its duties, and to addreſs the hearts and conſciences 

« f men, is of great importance to a miniſter. So that they who 

hold ſuch advantages as theſe in contempt, know not what they 

ye 2 . whereof they affirm,” ——Idem, at Booth's Ordination, 

T WF EPI FSR 

N May I be permitted in this place, to tranſcribe a | nas. from an 

author of very conſiderable reputation, and with. whoſe writings mot 

of you are in ſome meaſure converſant. I cannot (ſays he) but 

* obſerve the amazing 2 and ſtupidity of ſome perſons, who 

« take it into their heads to decry learning and — — For 

_ "RC hat would they have done for a Bible, had it not been for them as 

Ha & inſtruments ? And if they had it, ſo as to have been capable of 

= reading it, God muſt have wrought a miracle for them, and conti- 

v nued that miracle in every nation, in every age, and to every indi- 

© vidual :=—I mean the gift of tongues, in a ſupernatural way, as 

* was beſtowed upon the apoſtles on the day of Pentecoſt, which there 

is no reaſon in the world ever to have expected. Bleſs God, there- 

4 fore, and be thankful that God has, in his Providence, raiſed up 

ſuch men to tranſlate the Bible into the mother-tongue of every na- 

44 tion, and particularly into ours; and that he ftill continues to raiſe 

«© up ſuch who are able to defend the tranſlation made, againſt erro» 

neous ' perſons, - and enemies of the Truth, and to correct and 

amend it in leſſer matters, in which it may have failed, and cleat 
& and illuſtrate. Ss learned notes r 

12 Vid. Gill's Body of Doctrinal Divinity, vol. 1. Pg 

On 


— o 


155 

honor to be called your miniſter ; as modeſty forbids my of- 
fering my advice upon this ſubject in my own words, I re- 
joice to find myſelf ſo very happily aſſiſted in this matter in 
language very ſuperior to any thing I am capable of framing. 
Carry it decently and reſpectfully towards your mi- 
« niſter. Do not refuſe him a decent regard on the one 
« hand, nor pay him an extravagant and ſuperſtitious ſort 
of reſpect upon the other, — Avoid every thing both as 
individuals-and as a church, which may tend to grieve 
and diftreſs him, ——to' perplex his mind, or break his 

5 ſpirits,—— Take heed how you admit even a / ſuſpicion 
in your breaſts of any thing diſhonorable to him, and ſo. 
far from countenaneing any inſinuations that have an ill 
1 tendency, uſe your utmoſt endeavors to vindicate him 
and ſuppreſs. them >. Cheriſh in your breafts a cordial 
and affectionate opinion of him, as one who has your 
everlaſting intereſts much at heart, Do not interpret any 
meaſure he may purſue with a profeſſed view of promoting 
your good, as the effect of ill motives, or an unworthy 
principle. Even though his'zeal were to get the better of 
his judgment, rather than improperly check it, love him 

de the better for it. And though reproofs ſhould happen in 
* ſome inſtances to be rather warm and ſevere, conſider 
them as the overilowings of an honeſt concern for your 
welfare, and not of peeviſhneſs or ill temper.-——Beheve 
him to be a good man, and do him the juſtice to ſpeak of 
him, and commend him, and to honor him as ſuch. 
When any thing drops from the ſpeaker in a way of re- 
proof, which is particularly applicable to your circum- 
ſtances, don't admit the invidious ſuſpicion that a perſonal 
reflection was intended. When. you are not ſo enter- 
* tained and profited as you could wiſh, lay not all the 
blame on the preacher, but in charity to him take a part 
of it upon yourſelves. Make all proper allowances for 


i So ſenſible was the Apoſtle of the vaſt importance of attending 
to this, that he charges the people rot to receive an accuſation 
againſt an Elder, but before two or three witneſſes, 1 Tim. 5. 19. 
Do not haſtily take up every idle ſtory that ignorance or malice may 
{ raiſe or propagate. e are men ſubject to like paſſions and infir- 
«© mities with yourſelves, and need the mantle of love as well as 


& you.“ Rogers at Caſe's Ordination, p. 46. 
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r the different kind of ſubjeſte and occaſions. of his dig. 
r courſes, and for the different frame and tempers of mind 
% to which he is liable as well as you i.. Conſult him 


ſometimes in particular caſes, but perplex him as little as 


ble with your ſecular affairs. Conſider your miniſter as 
your friend. ——-indulge not a ſhyneſs of behaviour, but be 


ee and open in your carriage to him. This will ſecure his 


eſteem and confidence, this, will promote his comfort and 
happineſs. ' Don't give him the leaſt reaſon. to ſuſpect that 
you do not love him as yon ought, or in the leaſt ſtudy his 
peace and uſefulneſs, fo long as you can but indulge your 
own humour. I hope he will never be wanting in every way 
within the compaſs of his abilities, in diſcovering his reſpect 
to you, and regard for your beſt intereſts. He ſeeks (if 
he is at all acquainted wirh his own heart,) not yours but 
you *. He is willing to ſpend and be ſpent for you l. He 


deſires to improve his time, and cultivate his talents, mean 


as they are, which God has given him, for your benefit. And 
for once give him leave with humility to ſay, that he thinks 
in return for all this, without over-valuing himſelf, (which 


he would be far enough from doing,) he is in- juſtice inti- 


ruled to your ſympathy under his ſorrow, your friendly viſits, 
your councels, your nity, your prayers, yea, to every 
thing by which you can diſcover your affection for him.— 
But the behaviour, my good Friends, I have experienced 
from far the greater part of you, quite ſuſperſedes this branch 
of advice, and renders it, I am ſenſible, almoſt wholly need- 
leſs, And did I juſt now mention Prayer ?——I would 
catch back the found before it dies in empty air, and while 


. I For theſe and many other very pertinent hints of the like kind, 
vid. two moſt excellent Sermons, by Dr. Stennett, the one delivered 
at my Ordination at Smarden in Kent, June 18, 1767, and afterwards 
(Auguſt 18, 1769,) at the Ordination of the Rev. Mr Caleb Evans, 
of Briſtol: the other at the Ordination of the Rev. Mr. Abraham 
Booth of London, February 16, 1769.——The former addreſſed to 


the miniſter, the latter to the people. Which Sermons (without the 


leaſt tin cture of adulation, I think I ſpeak it,) are in my opinion, 


the moſt compleat of the kind, extant. There are a great many. 


thoughts in them intirely yew, and the method on which they proceed, 
is quite out of the ordinary way.——However, I am very certain, they 


exceed by far, any thing of the ſort T have ever had the happineſs of 


© 2 Cor. 12. 14. | I Verſe 15, 1 
| | you 
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you. make -conſgience, I truſt, of implaring a hleſßag vr 
aud then, upon vourſelves and families, upon the world. in 
general, the cauſe of. Chriſt in particular, and all the mini» 
ſters of IEKSUS. et me bumbly and ferveotly beſpeals 
your affectionate remembrance of him, (unworthy. as he is, 
who ſtatedly miniſters to you in ſacred things ®.——2-Be not, 
O! be not, I intreat you; forgetful of him in your aſpira- 
tions at the throne of mercy.—fe prays. for vou. 
Return the favor, and pray for him likewiſe. lie needs 
your prayers he can aſſure you. It would very much comfort 
his heart and ſtrengthen his hands in his work, were he ſure 
he had an intereſt ,in them. Pray for. him, that he may 
be furniſhed with all proper gifts and graces for his Worker 
that he may be preſerved from the many defections of the 
preſent age———that he may fulfil his miniſtry in the beſt 
manner — that what he attempts for Chriſt and fouls, may 
be acceptable both to him and to his people that he may 
be very ſucceſsful in his work that the pſefulneſs of his 
life may be continued. that we may be all united as with 
one heart and ſoul in carrying on the work of the Lord 
and that you and he may give up your accounts with joy in 
the day of the Lord Jeſus. And to convince yon that 
your miniſter needs your prayers, call to mind, he beſeeches 
you, the importance of his work -that the difficulties in 
managing it are many that his ſtrength is but mall. 
that the reſidue of the ſpirit is with the Lord, and there is, 
reaſon to hope that by the help of your fervent prayers, it 
may be brought. down both upon you and him. —Remem- 
ber, (as I ſaid juſt now,) that he prays for you, and "Wh 0 
calls for a return of your prayers for him, ——and that if 
your petitions for. him be anſwered, the happy conſequence 
will be your benefit, and the advancement of the Redeemer s 
kingdom and glory. And if after all, my Friends, if af- 
ter all my labors amongſt you, either in public or private, 
I ſhould be but the happy and highly honored inſtrument of 
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m Brethren, pray for us, x Theſ. 5. 25. Now I beſeech you, 
brethren, for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's fake, and for the love of the ſpi- 
Ut, that ye ſtrive together with me in your. prayers to God for me, 
Rom. 15. 30.—Remember them (in your prayers for thee) which 
have the rule over you, who have ſpoken unto you the Word of God., 


Heb, 13. 7. ö K 2 
N ſnatching 
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t6 but a S ſoul from the - brink," the breaking 
Bk of ve Geir action, I' ſhall be richly rewarded' for all my 


oil. Did I ſay but a fin —_ foot, ?—2—O } that it were 


the pleaſure of hens ele might be the means of ſaving. 

many, great numbers of immortal fouls" from finking ay: 

Lat fit of remedileſs miſery ! | 
Aud watch for ſouls, bor which the Lord 

FR Did heav*nly bliſs forego'; * © 

ke For fouls, which muſt for ever live + 

Ay” In raptares,' or in woe. 67 

Bn ms at Doddridge's Hymuls, p. 283, 


And with all the fervor of my own ſpirit would I'waft up 


_ the following wiſh for myſelf from the fame excellent ang 


Writer. 
May I chat JESUS whom * Peach, 

My own Redeemer ſee; 

And watch them daily o'er my foul, e 
That I may watch for the. Idem. 
An p fince Chriſtians of the moſt exalted -charaRery 

* us, have too much reaſon to complain of their at- 

tachment to ſenſible objects; think me not troubleſome in 

requeſting that the following branch of advice may have a 

little portion of room allowed it in the preſent Addreſs 

Be concerned to live above the world, this vain, tranſitory, 

periſhing world. Endeavor to get the ivy untwined, and 


1 


your hearts more and more looſened from all ſublunary 


things. Like trees planted in a mellow ſoil, be fruitful ; but 
take not, like them, the older you grow, the deeper root in 


te earth. The world is at beſt, but a broken bruiſed reed. 


You who have lived much longer i in it than I have done, 
fay, if you have not always found it to be ſo? “ Yes,” me- 
thinks I hear ſome of you acknowledge, and ſhaking your 
ſnowy locks give an emphaſis to your confeſſion. Such who: | 
eonfide in it, ſuch who bear upon it, 'tis ſtrange indeed, if, 
inſtead of a filly reed, it does not prove to them, (as, if E 
miſtake not, the celebrated Doctor Young ſomewhere in his 


Night Thoughts expreſſes it,) a ſharp-pointed ſpear. and 


ſo pierce them through with many ſorrows. The world with 
al} its charms, with all its abundance, the riches, pleaſures 


and honors of it, cannot, I hope you. are all thoroughly ſen- 


fible, make you happy, ſubſtantially ſo, adequate to the in- 
fatiable cravings of your immortal minds. Every object, 
| every 


7 RR J 
every enjoyment, a the müdes of yonder fun, u 


one harmonious voice acknowledges, that real felicity is neſt . 
in them. The ſoul of a Vacuum (if you will permit: ho 
phraſe, Which nothing but a God, an infinite good can 
poſſibly fill. Be not conformed to this world u, is advices 
that proceeded from the pen of infallible inſpiration. „Love 
not the world; neither the | things that are in the worid 7, 
is an exhortation given by him, who well knew by expe» 
rience the emptineſs of it. Let it appear by your conduct, 
O! ye ſky- born, ſky-guided, 1 ſouls p Ye 
heirs of the heavenly glory, ye denizons of the New Jeruſas 
lem Let it be apparent from your behaviour, that you 
conſider yourſelves as having much greater and nobler n 
to mind, — that you are as it were upon the wing, on 
full ſtreteh, in queſt of ſublimer objects 1. Let no tem 
tions whatever engage you to take up your reſt and look for 
compleat tranquility here, I hope you have in heart, (as K 
know many of you have by proſeſſion,) turned your backs 
upon Egypt, that houſe of bondage, and are making. all tho 
progreſs you are able, in your journey to the celeſtial Cas 
naan.—— I mean not, by this advice, I aſſure you, that ig 
s neceſſary. to the adorning your chriſtian character, that you 
ſhould have nothing more to do with the world, either the 
men or the things of it. Far from it. This would be 
abſurd and ridiculous. indeed No. Such conduct would 
be. rather, perhaps, a diſgrace, than an honor to religion, 
You all have your connections and relations in the world. 
'Tis proper and neceſſary you ſhould. God has thought fit, 
in conſummate wiſdom no doubt, it ſhould be ſo. Andaf 
you would be wholly « detach'd from the world, then muſt 
you needs go out of it . But, do you not call yourſelvey 
pilgrims and ſtrangers here, as were all your fathers*? As 
Moſes ſuggeſted to Iſrael you are not yet come to your. 'reſt;. 
nor to the inheritance which the Lord your God giveth you *, 
his is not your reſt, it is polluted.*,——You have no 
continuing city in this nether world, but are in earneſt ſearch; 
. truſt, of « one to „ —— Looking. for; a city which, 


n Rev. 12. 2. a x Jo. 4. 15. © <P Night Thoughts. 5 
4 Sublimiora petamus, Let us purſue ſublime objects. Hervey A 
Wr plate in his firſt vol. 1.0 e pP. So 
110 or. 6.10. Pla. 39. 12. Deut 3. 9. 
; Mic. 2. 10. * Hebs 13.14. Ne 
— 


bath, | 


a © 4 * OP 
- „„ n * a > . 
- TY ep * — © e 2 — 
1 6 — * * ws S LE 4 3 r . Sou « . 1 oat — 
A 8 2 — 5 8 5 = - 5 
: p , #3 $ + ah. dts SET TS — a" : l \ 
. - a” — * * 1 % * „ e 2 1 wy COLES 4 T K R 
r oh UE. "Es — S WL r 3 FW B * * * = y * * 6 
EE — — — b . - x . k 
S LH — * 
= _ -—- 
q 


* 


th) 


OY e e everlaſting: ' foundatidns;-whoſe builder 
mad maker is God *—-Whilt then you are in the world, 
de much upon your guard, that you be not af the world v. 
mare to do with it than mere neceſſity requires, 
e hot over much elated: with the ſmiles, nor depreſs'd wick 
the. Frowns of it =. Clirty on a ſacred; correſpondence with 
heavenvwhilſt ſojourners in this vale of tears “. Dom t: be 
ſanguin in your expectations from the creature, leſt you be 
diſappointed. Be not ſurprized though you meet with diff 
eülties and vexations; for Ae tis a Wilderneſs in 
Which you ire, ant what can you reaſonably look for in ſuch 
araeation, bur ito! be infeſted with pricking briars and grie: 
ving' thorns: Be thankful for that portion of earthly good 
things: your are permitted to enjoy; patient b and ſubmiſ: 
five under all the afflictions with which you; may be exereiſtd, 
and not unwilling to reſjign even your deareſt comforts at tlie 
Uivide, command 4 Ur che world, it don't abuſe it, 
or remember, the fuſhiom of it paſſes aivay. d. 0 How ſpeedily 
eonfider, may: you be: ſnatched from alb thei ſmiles and en- 
dearinetits of it, or its comforts and pleaſures may be Wen 
n into bitterneſs, and pains to ond — . 
2 % Dear Saviour? tet. thy; N be, 958 85 
al: % My ſbul's eternal food: 
2d}: El, 4 And .Grace: command my bert away, nN 
Hie e Hub asc * all bromted; good. 01. Abi ben krieche . 
AI ons 1 2 Watts's Hymns, 84. B. 2 
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«'® ches W ſet not ur heart wpox' em, Pf. 42. 211 
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Let, bot any branch, of your behaviour indicate, that you 
think you ſhall be always here ©, Forget not that it is a fin- 
ful, enſnaring world in which you are, That we are all tob 
one to be in love with it, but that there is imminent dan- 
ger in ſuffering it to engroſs too great a ſhare of your affec- 
tions. Be contented- in the different ſituations of liſe, in 
which a good Providence bath placed you whatever they may 
be. Endeavor to fill them in the moſt becoming manner, 
whether, you, be called to move in an ample or more con- 
trated ſphere; and be ſure look upon your ſtation and cir- 
cumſtances to be the beſt upon the whole in which you could 
poſſibly have been , and that an all-wife God has made a 
much ſuperior choice for you, than you could, with all your 


ſagacity, have made for yourſelves. Avoid carefully the very 
appearance of evil s. Labor with all your might, to conquer 
your .irregular appetites and paſſions b. Be diligent in your 
reſpective occupations, that you may be qualified to make a 
decent. proviſion for yourſelves and families, and that the 
enemies of religion may not have occaſion. to ſpeak evil of 
the ways of God upon this account. Carefully diſtinguiſh 
between careleſsneſs on the one hand, ' and'covetuouſneſs os 
the other, You, were not ſent into the world to be idle in 
temporals any more than in ſpirituals. Nor can I hardly 
picture to myſelf a more diſhonorable character than that of 
a Slothful Chriſtian. Do all the good you can in your diffe- 
rent neighbourhoods, by your ſeaſonable affiſtance, your 
friendly advice, your influence, your example and prayers. 
Time, — O! how ſhort !-Eternity,—how long! Let none 
of your precious ſands run down in waſte. Be parſimonious, 
be covetuous, I was going to ſay, of your time, for O! *tis 


e © We are (apt (ſays. a very- ingenious_ and ſenſible Writer) to 

*© make proviſions for this life, as though it were never to have an 

* end, and for the other life, as though it were never to have a be- 

“ ginnin gg. „ Spectator, vol. 8, No. 575. 

pee 

OE | f 1 Theſ. 5. 22. . . 

t Vid. Spectator, vol. 8, No, 574. Phil. 4. 11. Heb. 13. 5. 
Fortior eſt qui ſe quam qui fortiſſima vincit 
Mania. J 98915 | Virgil. 


1 > Mas me ga ers ot I 
Which ſentiment of the Latin Poet moſt exactly correſponds with 
the maxim of the wiſeſt of men. He that is ſlow to anger, is bet- 
„„ ter than the mighty; and he that ruleth his ſpirit, than he that 


© taketh a city, Prov. 16. 32. | 


— 


af 5 * 
1 
3 £ I 4 %, 
po 7 7 
. 2 8 * 4 * 


(ES g away with" rapid ſpeed. — puſkin king you 6tiwandy 
e 


to eternity, and. .When once e ry n, thouſands 
of worlds cannot. redeem ſo much as a ſingle moment. Sure 
T ax am, you kave gnoagh't to do, eicher for God, your fellow 
Feen or yourle es, —<ither in the world, in the'fa. 


| mily,. in "the ele oler, or the - houſe of God.” Yn oma your 


zands find to . do it with your migkt l. Be" uþ and do- 
in Work the works of bim wh ſet you whilft' it is dayk. 
And þ be fo. far from ſtanding all the day idle? , that ſuffer no 


TT 


— * 


ch you can give no g 
e either to God or your own conſeiences ®, | 


ramble ſametimes abroad into your fields on purpoſe to Wet | 


on the induſtrious Ant a. „ See how the little buſy Bee, 
hd im royes each ſhining hour 9,” and endeavour” to learn 
ſome profitable leflons, of inftiuQion from theſe minutiz of 
5 e All the innumerable. tribes of creatures thro” 
aſt, of Nature, are buſy, in their different ways. Let 

not Man then be indolent, Mau, who has buſineſs of the 
molt momentous nature to tranſack. — ze temperate in 
the uſe of the ;ood creatures you. exjoy, ——prudent'in' the 
man⸗ gement 55 your ſecular. affairs, that you may, if poffi- 
ble, charitable without being, unjuſt, and make a yerent 
and reſpedtful appearance without" incurring the charge of 
extravagance, Go. not into the company of wicked en, 
more requently than neceſſity requires ; for obſerve tis no 
very difficult matter to judge of a perſon 5 taſte and breedin ing 
by the company for which he affects the greateſt fondneſs. 


Keep a 4 guard upon yourſelves while you, are with them, ly and 


; Ecel. * John 9.4. 
2 * Audtag to Matthew 20. ., 
m He who Joes not huſband his precious time, throws — 29 tht 


3 5 


Which is inexpreſfibly more valuable, than gold or [pearls th 


crowns, diadems, and ſceptres, or Whatever of real — 


contains. 


Ge to the ant thou uggard, co! der her wa be wiſe, 
Prov. 6. 6. nne k 5 * * 


Vid. Dr, Ware 8 een auge for children, Song ty 29th, 


e little An 
Labor, and 88 . Ne; SS | 
Vet we who have a Heav'n dean, 1 
How negligent we livet. N 
88 Watts' s Hymns, 25thy B. a, 4 
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b Seen fine paſſage in Hervey's ReffeQivns in a'FIdwerGarden, 
/ . 3t..y 16371003 247 
K 4 Permit me here to tranſcribe a few: 70155 it hoes, from an author 
ſeveral times quoted, and to whom I acknow edge: iy ſelf under con- 
ſiderable obligations in this performance. “ It is very allowable to 

conform to the indifferent cuſtoms and uſages of the country-where 

„we dwell. Some indeed have made religion to canſiſt very much 
«© in dreſs, and have inſiſted that chriftians ſhould d inguilh them 

© ſelves by a remarkable plainneſs and peculiarity of habit. But there 
ſeems no juſt ground for this either in reaſon or in the Word of 
God. Every one's dreſs ſhould be agreeable to his rank; and when 


cc 


we go beyond that, we violate the rules of decency, and conſe- 
quently of religion. There are alſò ſome faſhions. ſo valn and 
fooliſh, I had al oft ſaid, nmodeſt, that a giddy compliance it 
them is moſt certainly a, high affront to that ſobriety, which the 
profeſſion of the Goſpel teaches and enjoins. And I with there was 


1e 
40 


cc 


no ground for gee oe this ſort among ſome who call them. 
ſelves chriſtians. But a remarkable ſingulaxity in our outward ap- 
<< pearance is as unbecoming, as extravagance the other way; ſince 
© it ſavors of vanity and affectation, and leads perſons to imagine 
that religion corfiſiſts in whit is wholly foreign to it. Our Saviour 
* took great pains to correct miſtakes af this ſort among the Jews, 
* and to ſhew that the ſingularities of the Phariſees, were very offen- 
five in the fight of God, as they were manifeſtly the effect of pride 
and oſtentation. We may, we ought then to conform to the World 
in thoſe civil uſages and cuſtoms, whether of dreſs or behaviour, 
which are in themſelves decent, and which are wholly indifferent 
and unexceptionable.”* _ = 3 8 
Stennett's Ser. on the folly and danger of conforming to the 
world, on Rom. 12. 2. p. 20. 21. | 


r 2 Theſ. 11. 1 Tim. 0 1 0 1 Pet. 4 15. ; 3 | 
IEG oe: Mind 
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Mind your own 1 buſineſs, aud diſtract not your mindy. about 
about the affairs of thoſe, with which you have no ſort” of 
concern. Believe me, you will always find enough to do at 
home, (if you love your houſes as you ought, and are in- 
clined to be diligent,) without laviſhing away your precious 
moments in idle and fruitleſs viſits from houſe to houſe. 
But yet, I ſhould be very ſorry, I aſſure you, if you con- 
ſtrued this advice into an affectation of preciſeneſs and ſingu- 
larity, as though I were an enemy to friendly freedoms, — 
to a commendable. chearfulneſs Fand affability. No, far be 
the thought. The religion of JESUS teaches me to be cour- 
teous to all. —— Friendſhip with thoſe around us, I am 
ſenſible, i 1s one of the chief felicities of the preſent life—we 

eem, to be form” d, J have ſometimes thought and ſaid, for 

ociety. And 'tis pretty different to conceive how we could 
be tolerably comfortable without it. Far be it from me then 
to give you any "reaſon to ſuſpect, that you ſhould ſhut your- 
ſelves up in your houfes, like Monks in a Cloiſter: On 
the contrary, it will afford me no ſmall pleaſure to ſee you 
prudently affable and obliging to every one within the ſpherę 
of your action. Than this conduct, ſcarce any thing reflects 
a greater honor on your holy religion. Viſit your neigh- 
bours then by all means, if you are ſo minded, and particu- 
larly ſuch, whom you have reaſon to think are good people; 
but my advice is, not too frequently. Rather make 
your company wiſhed for and deſired, than a burden to any. 
Don't be proud of being great news- mongers nor over 

induſtrious in ſetaping together all the vain, idle ſtories that 
are propagated, nor lay yourſelves down ſo low, as to be 
for ever retailing in one family, what you: have juſt before 
been told in another. 
HRB I am ſuddenly put in mind of another branch of 
what I chuſe to call very valuable advice; and in my opinion, 
of no leſs importance than that immediately preceding. Buſy 
not yourſelves in gofliping over the private affairs of the 
church to which you belong, no not even among your fellow 
members, and much leſs in company with ſuch, who have 
no more buſineſs with them than his Holineſs at Rome. By 
this imprudent behaviour, give me leave to ſay, (I have 

known it by TITTY and I am very ſorry to  fay it,) a 


s Be ſwift to 3 to ſpeak, Jam, 1. 19» 
; great 


„ 6 2 R 


VOOR even pe we ry Oy be u den . * n 
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great many petſons ſometimes are made much wiſer than they 


dught. The Chureh, remember, ſhould” be 2 garden ina 
cloſed t. And he or ſhe who is not qualified to keep a ſecret 
in farts to church affairs, are very unfit: petſons, I have 


frequently thought, to be members of a-chriftian community. 
By a modeſt reproof then, put to filence ſuch, who indulge 
themſelves in an idle, wanton inquiſitiveneſs abont thoſs 
things 1 in which they have not the leaſt concern. 


_ © In all meetings appointed to adjuſt differences, ie 


with that ſeriouſneſs and gravity, which is ſuited to the 
ſolemnity and importance of them. Strip yourſelves of 
every ſpecies of prejudice. Bring with you a forgiving 
ſoirit, or elſe, by no means in the world, make your 


appearance upon ſuch occaſions *. And think it no diſho- 


nor, to you, or a leſſening of your importance, (for I am 
ſure tis quite the reverſe) to make the firſt overtures of recon- 


17 * * 


: | „5 32. 

3 „ Let all 8 zo: — Ä anger, a pe Wot 5 il 
ſpeaking be pots away from you, with all malice} And be ye kind one 
to another, tender hearted, forgiving-one another, even as God for 
Chriſt's: {ake hath forgiven you, Eph. 4. 31, 2.——— Let all your 
things be done with charity, 1 Cor. 10. 4. ge ſubject one to 


another, 1 Pet, 5. 5. — See alſo to the ſame purpoſe, Rom. 12. 10. 

eb, 13. 1. I Pet. 1. 22. I muſt tranſeribe a conſiderable part of 
the New Teſtament, were I to felect all the paſſages that run in this 
ſtrain. Read, read, read, my dear people, theſe Texts over and 
over, and over again. Bind them about your necks, as Solomon ad- 
viſes, write them upon the * of Jour heart, Prov. 4. 3.—6. 2x. 
——7. 3. And by the grace of God, may you all be aſſiſted to copy 


them out in-fair os beautiful characters in your conduct. Where 


the temper above recommended, does not prevail, there is, we may 
be infallibſy certain, a want of true, chriſtian love, —and ſo far as 
that is wanting, I always conclude there is à deficiency. in reſpect of 
the genuine ſpirit of vital godlineſs. May God revive this ſpirit 
more and more amongſt us, and among all his churches. 
| Let phariſees of high eſteem, | 
Their faith and zeal declare: 
All their religion is a dream 
If love be wanting there. 
Love ſuffers long with 3 eye, 
Nor is provołk d in haſte: 
She lets the preſent i. ry die, 
And Jong forgets the paſt. 
Malice and rage, thoſe fires of hell, 
She quenches with her tongue; : 
Hopes and believes, and thinks no ill, 
Though ſhe endures the Wrong. 


Watts's Hymn, B. . 133, * 
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duns impertinent; or fopeign te the deſign of | meeting 
and much leſs any thing that detrays. the want of that gd 
tempor, moderation, and foft profeſſion, ſo amiable in the 
chriſtian or which-has à tendeney to inflame rather than to 


bel the Wund! Be open to cenyiction, and don't ſuffer 2 


kubborn, perverſe, ſalf-willed temper to get the maſtery over 
you. Give others: the ſame right of private judgment which 
yburſelves demand — and be willing to abide by the 


Aciſion bf Uibſe: (without the leaſt pique, or perſonal reſent · 


Vourſelves, my Friends,” to give it what name yon think 


ment afterwrards) who ſhall be appointed to determine upon 
the matter, and, if poſſible, to bring about a union. But 
think not, I pray, that the peace of the whole church is to 
be diſturbed with every trifling, baby-like diſpute v, that 
may happen to: riſe amongſt you. Nor take it into your 
heads to be ſhockingly out of humour, and to run away 
from your privilege at the table of your dear Lord, becauſe 


perhaps one of your brethren or ſiſters, has happaned to let 


fall a little piece of ſtraw at your feet, which with all the 
pains your take vou cannot poſlbly'thari 15 to ſtep over. For. 
give me the freedom, you are ſenſibſe I am not privy to 
the ſecret. 2 of your breaſts, and therefore I ſpeak 
with caution, but perhaps the advice may not be wholly 
unſeaſonable,———beware. that there be not at any time 4 
Bitle ſpice — ſhall T call it .I will leave you 


beſt becomes n beware, (I will be free to hint,) 
that this behaviour ariſes from? nothing worſe than real ten- 
derneſs of confcience. Remember Land O! my ſoul! I 
ſpeak to thee now, as 8 well as to my People, — remember 


"2 Tr iT, @ - 2% 


—_— the buſineſs of hs urch, and of the miniſter too, 
would be endleſs almoſt, if tus were- once permitted to be 
the caſe, Settle theſe little matters then, amongſt yourſelves, 

w Who could have thou, ht to hade ſeen the maxim of the great 


Poet exemplified, as it too frequently is, in chriſtian congregations? 
„Men (and Women) are but children of a larger growth.“ 


Milton. 
| 2 Rom. 14. 1 : 
1 i = 
1 24. | 
72 
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in The beſt, tmofi-ſpapdy\ and amicable manner yen — 
ble. Nor euer ſo much; as make the leaſt attempt to 
any thing into the church, till you have firſt of all 

a friendly viſit: to the party or parties with whont Yau as 
offended, in a private way, (agreeable to the well-known! 
rule our Saviour has kindly left us Y, which you may peruſe 
at your leiſure,) and proſeeuted every meaſute in your peer 
that | ſeemed adapted ta effect a recanciliation, Vu call 
yourſelves, I ſuppoſe, my Friends, the ſubjects of the Prineg - 
of Peace. Tou are not aſhamed, I hope, af this charac» 
ter,——Giye proof then that yau- have nat only enliſted una 
der the banner of this gracious Sovereign, hut imhihed hin 


moſt excellent ſpirit and temper. Ol be- not, be not peaces 
breakers, but be -peace-makers , in your families, in -yaue 


neighbourhoods, but efpecially be exceeding. tender of tha 
tranquility of the hook of Obriſt. „ 8 a 


* 


n 18. 1 —1 8 (ol that this conciſe, bot com. 
. rule, were b graden upon = memories of FA 


— and hat it Vg, ll ct an — _— by wink 
occaſipn requires. en, all that rath, 

hbuſies, and fierce heart-b burnings 3 are 744 525 N 7 

many orofeſſory of the meck 1 15 as 1y-JESUS) would be quit. 

at 2 end. This is not that wiſdom I. am certain which: is from 
From above I No, far indeed, from it. It is 

From deren, is eart I, it 18 — yea, it is— and what 

n be worſe, —it is even, deviliſh. 80 ſxys- the great 4 
e whoſe · teſtimony, I muſt beg: leave to 8 whoever, 

this inſtance however; ax. thigk, fit > differ. fr N dk bene 

dur n Apoſtle, I am not aſ ſhamed | to confe S, I eartily eqn 


curin my opinion of this-temper, vid. James 3. 


c oY 
- "M ſays the excellent and learned „ Doadüdge,) hat 


be could — bn mpre * y for che Church of Christ, than the ohe 


„L ſervation of this p , ealy Rules (meaning that above-men= 


4c tioned) which be: IN 88. us for ending diſputes among his fo. 
< lowers? And yet who, chat ſees the conduct of the generality of 


& Chriſtia would imagine, they. had ever heard of. fach. a rule? 


. Inſtead. of the private Expoſtulation, which might often bring a 

* 4 debate to a 1 and J dle coneluſion, what public ch 1 

"mn What paſſionate Complaints I What frequent and las ed. att 

* to take, if the leaſt ſcandalous, yet not the leaſt pernicious kind of 

nt * Revenge, by. wounding the characters of thoſe, whom, we ima- 
* gine to hade injured vs.” Fam, Expof. yal. 3. p. 29, 30. 
W Wo RET 1 wie R. 9s, 120. 

e 8 Revival of Nv. vols 
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15 e are the pacemakers ; for h dae the childrey 
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an dhe vigor of ons walz the e bich make fof 
2. Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly 
love Þ. For need I tell you, (methinks you know) it, with 
dut any information of mine,) how diſhonorable, how: uns 
lovely, che contrary teinpers are. They bring up an evil fe- 
Port of the good land- They are no ſmall ſtumbling blocks 
in the way of the ſerious enquirer. They give becaſion 
to thoſe who are ſeeking every opportunity to confirm their 
prejudices. They, in "ſhort; (Which is worſe of all,) pour. 
contempt upon the cauſe and followers of Chriſt. —— The 
Spirit of the bleſſed God, obſerve, is repreſented under the 
fimilitude of an .barmlefs; inoffenſive Dove; but how are 
thoſe” chriſtians, or thoſe ſocieties likely to enjoy his hea- 
venly influences, where alas! the contrary diſpoſitions to 
thoſe of the Dove prevail Do not give way too much 
to your - own ſpitits.——Nor let the portrait of the Old 


ſtrong and ſtriking colors, leſt Satan ſhould ſome time 
get an advantage over you ©, Watch over one another in ' the 
Lord, and be often ſpeaking to each other, as your affairs 


tion. Reprove, rebuke, exhort, pity, comfoft, and in 3 
word love as brethren. Do your utmoſt to IT 
truth, holineſs, order, and peace, amongſt yourſelyes, and 
never, never admit any ſtrife, any contention, among you, 
except which of you ſhall love his God moſt, which ſhall 
love and ſerve one another beſt. which ſhall excell the 
other in meekneſs, humility, charity, and all the fruits of 
real piety. —— The beauty aud proſperity of chriſtian 


tion to theſe duties,— 
another in the houſe of God occaſionally for ſocial prayers 
and enquiring into the affairs of the church 4. I ſhall be 


eise of. this ſort properly. cond ucted and "ell atten⸗ 


db Rom. 12. 10 8 2 Uf. . 

4 , 1 do not ſee, (ſays one,) how, the diſcipline of a ehepe can 
ec be 1 — 3 5 05 theſe kind of 82 
46 once you grow lax in iſcipline, you may ex to 
© alſo as to Goſpel Doctrine jo 7 $799rh ; 

Rogers at Caſe's Ordination, rel " 
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1 
5 
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Adam be drawn, in the behaviour of any of you, in too 


will permit, on the grand matters of your faith and ſalva- 


churches cannot be any how preſerved without a ſerious atten- 
Nor be backward of meeting one 


glad to make one among you at ſuch friendly affociations, 


a im: 14. 19. Eph. 4. 3. Erz 13. 11. e 
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Jed; will have a happy tendeney. n tendency not only to 


p omote the ſpirit of religion in general, but to chear the 


heart of your miniſter, and encourage him in his work. 
I am now about to enter upon a taſk, in the execution of 
which, a great deal of candor and modeſty, I am ſure be- 
comes me. Tis to addreſs you, my honored Friends, and 
Fathers (as I may ſay to ſome of you,) whom God in his 
providence has inveſted with the. very honorable office of 
DEACONS in this Church of Chriſt, Permit me the pleaſure 
of congratulating you in this public way on the dignity 
which is conferred upon you. I have frequently looked back, 
with a kind of ſacred veneration, upon that miich-to-be-re= 


' membered day ©, when ſeveral of you were folemiily ſet apart 


with me, in the character you ſuſtain in this chriſtian” com- 
munity.” And I hope; in no one moment fince, have you 


found reaſoh to repent your inveſtiture in the office you were 


then pleaſed to accept. The lives of all of you, whom on 
that day I had the pleaſure of looking round on as Deacons 
of this Church, through the goodneſs of God, are ſtill con- 
tinued. This I defire to be thankful for, and I hope it has 
been, is, and will be my wiſh, that your lives and the uſeful- 


neſs of them, may be protracted for. many years yet to come. 


Vous, dear Sirs, as I ſaid juſt now, is an honorable offices 


And I flatter myſelf it has been, and will be your endeavot 


to diſcharge it in every view, in a manner ſuited to the im- 
portance of it, with prudence and affection, with fidelity and 
honor: conſidering yourſelves, not as, private ſoldiers; but as 
officers in an army, who (you know) are more eſpecially 
bound to ſet a good example to their brother ſoldiers. As 
every good man, (we ſometimes ſay). is not fit to be a Mini- 
iter ; no, nor even upon ſome accounts, I was going to ob- 
ſerve, a private member of a chriſtian church, ——ſo every 
private member is far from being eligible to the office of 
Deacon. I am not inſenſible that extraordinary and miraeu- 


' lous gifts have long fince ceaſed. I don't expect to ſee a Ste- 


phen or a Philip f in the church in the preſent day. Never- 
theleſs the ſpirit of God; for valuable ends no doubt, hath. 
thought fit to be ſo very expreſs in his deſcription of the 
qualifications of the perſons proper to be called by a church 


© Referring to the day of my Ordination, before-mentioned, 
F Alluding to Acts 6. 5. 
| M 


1 


a5 


to this office; that I cannot excuſe myſelf deſranting upd 
the celebrated paſſage 5, —— Likewiſe (ſays the Apoſtle,) 
having mentioned Biſhops'and what furniture was neceſſary 
for them, ——muſt the Deacons be grave, i. e. men of good 
report, ſerious, ſober, ſolid perſons, ——not airy and light 
profeſſors, or guilty of exceſſes of levity in their deport- 
ment, which would be likely to produce contempt inſtead of 
reverence for their office, - they ſhould not by any means, 
be double-tongued, deceitful, or inconſtant in their lan- 
guage, ſaying one thing at one time, when it ſerves a turn, 
and very different things at another, according as they may 
chance to fall into different kinds of company; but they 
ſhould ſpeak the truth without any the leaſt reſerve, and 
much leſs diſſimulation, at all ſeaſons, and to all perſons.— 
Be plain and open, ſincere and upright in their converſation. 
| It would be exceedingly unbecoming in a Deacon like- 
wiſe, as well as in a great meaſure, if not utterly diſqualify 
him for the diſcharge of the duties of his office, to be ad- 
* dicted to much wine. The Apoſtle means, I ſhould ſuppoſe, 
that he ought to be a temperate and ſober man; not making 
uſe of any of God's good creatures to exceſs, or to the in- 
dulgence of wantonneſs and luxury, Nor is it at all conſiſt- 
ent with his character to be greedy of diſhonorable gain, or 
filthy Iucre, not regarding how he comes by it, ſo as he can 
but any how get it; for this diſpoſition might be a powerful 
temptation in his way' to violate his engagements to the 
church ; I mean to alienate ſome part at leaſt of the church's 
ſtock, and appropriate it to his own private uſe, or the ſer- 
vice of his friends, rather than to thoſe other purpoſes for 
which it was collected, and he entruſted with it. On the 
contrary, a Deacon ſhould be an open, generous, charitable, 
public-ſpirited perſon, and labor to ſtir up others by his 
example no leſs than by his intreaties, to be concerned for 
the ſupport of the intereſt of Chriſt and the relief of his 
poor members. In one word, a Deacon ſhould be a perſon 
well verſed in the doctrines of the religion of JESUS, hold- 
ing the myſtery of the faith, and that not merely as matter 
of theory or ſpeculation, but ,in a pure and undefiled con- 
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ſcience, 


030 


ſcience, for ſach only are proper to alien this character, 
who appear, in the: ene of Chantyg: to be conſcientious 
men 108 EY + 

Ans ſuch, Dire: -£ think without a jen * OTE (and I 
rejoice to ſay it,) I can call each of you. May a good God 
be with you and bleſs you, and with advancing years, cauſe 
you to grow in. honor and uſefulneſs in this our little hill of 
Zion. Forgive my boldneſs in preſuming to drop a word 
of advice to you, who are, (moſt of you at leaſt) of ſo 
much longer ſtanding in the Church than myſelf, and in con- 
ſequence, it may be expected, of much riper 1 and 
larger experience. The principal buſineſs, Sirs, you are 
called to in the Wer is to ſerve Tables i.——By Tables, 
I mean, the Lord's Fable, the table of the Poor, and 
after mentioning theſe, I hope you will not be quite un- 
mindful of your Miniſter's Table. In other words, you 
are required by your office, to take ſpecial care of the Tem- 
poral Affairs of the Church of Chriſt, You are to fee to it, 
that the elements of bread and wine, and whatever beſides i is 
neceſſary for the reputable and decent celebration of the 
Lord's Supper, be provided, and in readineſs againſt the 
time the church has occaſion to make uſe of them. And 
when ſolemnly ſet apart by the Prayers of the Miniſter, with 
all becoming gravity . and ſeriouſneſs, tis a part of your 
function to diſtribute them to the Communicants, taking 
them as they are placed, making no diſtinction in their cir- 
cumſtances, ages, or conditions. 

Vous province is likewiſe, Sirs, to collect the money * 
vanced by the church for the benefit of the poor. You are, 
patiently to hear, and examine carefully, the various circum- 
flances of the objects who crave relief. Vou are to judge 
impartially about them. And the moſt neceſſitous caſes, ſuch 
as have the loudeſt call to compaſſion, are firſt and princi- 
pally to be regarded by you. Whenever, you diſtribute the 
Church's Bounty, let it be done, not grudgingly, but with a 
ſpirit of chearfulneſs, affability and generoſity. | This will 
greatly increaſe your kindneſs to the poor. For a favor be- 
towed with an openneſs of ſpirit, becomes almoſt by that 


b Dr. Doddridge, in loc. Bragg's Church Diſcipline, p. 475 
Gill's Div. vol. 3. p. 293, ö s Sermon on I Tim. 3. 8, 9. 
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very means, a double favor, —And: will you in this plaes 


give me leave to ſay, though your Miniſter is not at all te- 
nacious of his right in this particular, I ſay, though he is 
far from commanding you'to conſult him; yet, I was going 
to obſerve, he has undoubtedly a right to be conſulted (for 
this is the practice of moſt, if not all the churches, with 
which he has any acquaintance) at leaſt itwould be, he thinks, 
no more than a mark of common good manners, as well of 
chriſtian decorum, ſo to do; for with regard to thoſe who. 
are the recipients of your - generoſity, not to mention any 


thing beſides now, *tis ſtrange indeed, if ſometimes. at leaſt, 


he may not have an opportunity, in conſequence of his office, 
of being tolerab!y acquainted with the circumſtances of thoſe 
to whom your benevolence is adminiſtered. | | 
Anp whilſt ſpeaking of the Poor, I would not forget to 
remind you, that as Deacons, 'tis a branch of your office, a 
branch which ought by no means to be neglected, for the 
importance of it appears upon the very face of the matter, 


I mean, that you viſit the Sick, that you pray with 


them, and give them the moſt friendly and comforting coun- 
ſel you are able, and as is adapted to their reſpective condi- 
tions. And ſuppoſe you ſometimes make your viſits ſtill 
more agreeable, (I mean to ſuch who are in ſcanty circum. 
ſtances,) by dropping a trifle into their hand when you come 
away, (ſuch of you as have an affluence of the bleſſings of 
life,) this behaviour, Tam apt to think, would give conſi- 
derable weight to your preceding inſtructions and prayers, 
'Fhen the loins of the Poor would bleſs you, the eye that ſaw 
you would bear witneſs to you *, and your little mite thus 


beſtowed, would, in all probability be compenſated, with a 


thouſand rich bleſſings upon your head. This work of 
Viſiting, give me leave to ſay, ſhould not devolve on the 
Miniſter only. He had often much rather be in his ſtudy, 
had he not urgent calls of this nature to go abroad. This 
branch of his work, he ſometimes thinks engroſſes almoſt 
too much of his time, though he makes a point of devoting 


no more to this purpoſe than appears to be abſolutely neceſ- 


ſary. He would efteem himſelf very much obliged to you 
his Deacons, for your kind aſſiſtance ſometimes in this buſi- 


* See Job 31. 19-23. Alſo chap. 29. 11—18. 
| | neſs, 
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neſs. He hopes he ſhould. be very thankful for it, and by 
the bleſſing of God, it might. have a happy tendency. very 
much to promote the life of religion in your own. ſoul andy 
the ſouls of others.——lf at any time it unfortunately haps. 
pens that differences break out among the members, (for 
offences you know, my F riende, will come l, though yon 

and I may do all we can to prevent them,) as Neacons you 
are to endeavor by all the means within your power, and 
eſpecially by the moſt cogent arguments you are able to 
offer, to convince the offender of the reaſonableneſs and pro- 
priety of acknowledging his fault, and to bring the contend · 
ing parties to a ſpeedy and amiable agreement. 

Taz moſt painful, and to me diſagreeable part of res 


to you Sirs, remains as yet unnoticed, Modeſty forbids my 


ſaying much upon it. But yet, it will appear ſtrangely def 
cient if I intirely omit it. Whilſt you are concerned. to. fur- 
niſh decently and plentifully, the Lord's Table, and to pro- 
vide in ſome ſmall meaſare, for the tables of the Poor; 1 
mean, by affording them all neceſſary aſſiſtance, you are 
by no means whatever to neglect that belonging to your. Mi- 
niſter. who, (with ſubmiſſion he ſpeaks it) while he mi- 
niſters to you in ſpiritual things,. does not think it any great, 
matter, though he reap ſomewhat of your temporal things 2. 
A duty this, whatever ſome griping, cloſe - handed profeſſors 
may judge of the matter, who have little more to ſay in 
their own defence, than this contemptible, filly ſpeech, 
* That they have not been uſed to it.” L ſay again, a 
duty this, moſt fit, moſt reaſonable, moſt juſt. Tis foun= 
ded in Revelation, as alſo as in the nature of things. For 
ſhall a man devote his time, his ſtrength, bis ſpirits, his, 
abilities, to the intereſts of others, and to their moſt eſſential. 
intereſts too, and receive no returns at all? Fie on ſuch ſort, 
of chriſtians wherever they are? But, far, far be it, 
methinks I hear you my. Friends ſay, „This would be moſt 
*« unfit, unjuſt, unreaſonable indeed, We could not, (ſay 
you, ) anſwer this conduct either to Ant or our own con- 


1 Mat. 18. 7. Luke 17. 1. 

m So ſays the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 9. 11. —— Thou ſhalt not muzzle 
the mouth of the ox that es, out _ corn, _ the labourer is 
worthy of his reward, 1 Cor. 9 The Lord 
HE ordained, that they who preach the & Cole I ſhould live of the 
on ſpel, 1 Cor. 9. Ih» 
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ce ann This ae be treating our Miniſter, (you add) 


Well, ——I thank you, my Friends, for ſuch language as 
this! And I pray, God reward you for all your acts of 
faith and labors of love“, an hundred, yea, 'a thouſand fold! 


uu I ſhall further add upon this topic will be (for I 
am in no {mall haſte to difmifs it) that you, in the capacity 


of Deacons, ſhould fee to it, that every member fills up his 
place in an orderly way that all who give their attendance” 
with any regularity, contribute ſoniething for the ſupport of 
the Goſpel, let his circumſtances be what they may, or how- 
ever {mall and trifling his donation, Do your endeavor that 
the liberality of all bear ſome tolerable proportion to their 
very various circumſtances, Stir up the niggardly, if you have 


any fuch to deal with, to a more bountiful temper, and in 


the name of your Miniſter, return thanks to 2125 who in- 
dulge a benevolent diſpoſition. 8 


ExgrT yourſelves, my honoured Friends, (70 whe te 
Deacons, I mean, ) to the utmoſt limit of your capacity, for 


the glory of God and the proſperity of Zion. Be yot, O! 
de not contented, to be mere blarks and cyphers in the 


church, but be lively, active, zealous. Some of you, in 


all probability, will not be continued a great while with us! 
Double then your- diligence, and do alt the good you can 
amongſt us before the brittle thread of life be ſnapp'd aſun- 


der, before you go hence and be ' ſeen no more %—— 


The eyes of many are upon you, and your conduct for 
meekneſs, fervor, generoſity and ſerious piety, 'tis likely 
will have a mighty influence upon the other branches of the 
church. Be not then back ward to any, but rather be fore- 


moſt in every good work. Draw not away the ſhoulder, but 
80 voluntarily and without waiting to be invited, and offer 


your ſervice in every commendable deſign. Not ſlothful in 
buſineſs, but fervent in ſpirit ſerving the Lord p. Frequently 
enter into ſerious converfations, with ſuch who are promiſing, 
and ſtand in need of inſtruction and comfort. Nor think it 


beneath you to take eſpecial notice of Voung Ones, to whom 


Jam perſuaded, (if you perform your duty agrecable to my 


wiſhes) you may, be Hogalar 6 And all this is the ra- 


a Heb. 6. 10. 


- 


0 Pla, 39. 13. _ Þ Rom, 12. II. 


ther 


. 


687 7 


ther to be expected from you, and very jaſtly ſo, ſince the 
providence of God has placed moſt of you in very eaſy. cir- 
cumſtances, by means of which you have more leiſure to 
employ for God and his cauſe, and more of the world to 
contribute for the good of your fellow chriſtians than the 
generality of profeſſors amongſt us. I would now take 
the freedom of recommending to you the advice of a Miniſter 
now in glory, to ſome perſons (I once knew, ) though-now 
likewiſe gone, of the ſame character with you in the church. 
« You are (ſays he) in a more particular manner to be the 
« friends of your Paſtor. Be ſure to treat him with reſpect * 
« and affection. This will greatly influence the reſt of the 
members, to carry it well to him. And whoever diſagree 
* (obſerve this,) labor to promote and preſerve. union and 
« peace betwixt him and you. While you and he have a 
% good underſtanding, the affairs of the church are likely 
«© to go well; but if you ſhould be ſo unhappy as to differ 
& (which Nys he, God forbid,) it will make way for the 
«© enemy to deſtroy the comfort, if not the being of tho 
& ſociety,” 

 Anp now, Sirs, I cloſe my friendly advice, for truly 
friendly, I think you maſt acknowledge it has been. Eſteem 
it ſuch, Cover the imperfections attending the hints above, 
with the mantle of love. Andif in any thing. I have hap- 
pened to exceed the bounds of moderation, or that due deco- 
rum which becomes me, I pray you, pardon it, —Attri- 
bute it, as in charity you ought, to inadvertence, and not to 
malevolence or bad deſign. And may God of his infinite 
mercy grant, that you may all be richly furniſned with that 
experience, ſkill, induſtry and compaſſion, which your office 
ſo eminently requires. . And O ! that all your labors may 
meet with the acceptance of the church, the orb in which 
you are particularly called to move ; while you purchaſe to 
yourſelves a good degree, and great boldneſs in the faith 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus 42. And O! happy, bliſsful day to 
us, ſhould you and [, my dear Friends, and all the members 
of our congregation, with every one which, compoſe the 
church militant, meet at the right hand of JESUS (the good 
maſter we now ſerve, and from whom we are looking and 


4 1 Tim. 3. 13s 
3 EE walting 


1 


tw) 


witting for our PE ) and give up our accounts with joy 
and not with grief. There he will moſt condeſcendingly ack 


nowledge every kind office we have done for his intereſt and 


people here, and welcome us, into his raviſning preſence 
with this heart tranſporting declaration, inaſmuch as ye have 
done it-unto- one of the, leaſt of theſe my en, ye Rave 
done it unto me. 

To you whom God hath konoared to be Parents; the 5 
advice I have frequently given you by word of mouth, as you 
muſt be ſenſible; I here in a different way, though with no 
leſs affection, and cbncern that it may be regarded; take the 
liberty of renewing. Be ſolicitous, my Friends, exceed- 
ingly ſolicitous, about the welfare of your children; I 


mean their ſpiritual and everlaſting happineſs, Their 


happineſs both here and hereafter, God is my wit- 
neſs, I earneſtly: long for. I welk ve no greater 


Joy, than to fee. your. children walk-in truth. I would not 
de underſtood to infinuate, by what I now ſay, that you act 


no better part, than that of brutes to your offspring, or imi- 
tate the cruel oſtrich, who is hardned again ſt her young ones, 
as though they were not hers t.. Nd. You love your 


children, I am perſuaded, agghey are parts and little images 


of yourſelves. You delight to ſre them comfortable and 
happy. Your bowels yearn over them when they are pining 
with fickneſs or racked with pain; and are concerned to ad- 
miniſter every poffible relief. The thought of their being 
fugitives and vagabonds in the garth, or deprived of any of 
their limbs and ſenſes, affords you very. ſenſible anguiſhs 
Obſerve, I don't call in queſtion your tenderneſs for your 
children. Were I to do this, it would awaken your reſent. 
ment, and very juſtly fo, and be ſo highly offenſive, that per- 
haps you would not forbear being angry with me.-Nor 
do I fay you are capable of giving Grace to your children. 
I know you cannot. But Ol remember my Friends, 
that your children have not only. bodies to be provided for, 
to be fed and cloathed, and the like; but immortal ſouls 
likewiſe to be ſaved. And next to the ineſtimable value of 
your own ſouls, I do not know that I can poſſibly ſuggeſt a 
more ſtriking thought, than that you have been the inſtru- 
ments of bringing into the world beings, which muſt be 


r Mat. 25. 40. s 3 Jo. 4. t Job 39. 16. Lam. 4. 3 
happy 


happy or are, for Bete 155 1 bp! God, the 125 
federation, of this may haye its due weight. with every ane 
you: Next then to a concern = your own ſouls, b 
thoughtful, I beſeech you, about thoſe 55 your dear babes, 
God forbid , an individual of them ſhonld go down to. the 
warld of miſery. rt your ueglect. The thought of 
this, methinks 1 1 5 you. fay, is wo much to bear. I be. 
liere you, It works on every tender paſſion of your 
ſouls, and is too pungent even to endure 2 moment. 
While then I ſee van gratifying the appetites of your little 
ones, cloathing their — and pleaſing their. nad 
fancies. with almoſt every ching they. deſite, — droppin 5 


many a tender tear over them when affli icted, not a litt 
anxious about their future ſettlement in this life, —— an 
giving all the other ügnals of a fond, indulgent parent, 
give me, I pray you, the pleaſure of concluding allo fro 
your behaviour that. with all your concern for their outwar 
Man, you have not forgot your dear progeny. are poſſeſſed of 
fouls, of immortal ſquls, that they myſt ſtand 3 the 
tribunal. of the great and univerſal Jyd "he — and chat, i 
without an intereſt in the bleſſed. JESUS, they muſt peri 
for ever. Did I ſay, periſh for ever ?——Q! awful, alar- 
ming found! — Say, you: who, are Parents, my 77 
does it not awaken your attention? Can you once admit the 
thought of their being ſeperated from you? But 15 
this conſideration P of their being ſeperated from GOD 

very. fountain of bleſledneſs, and dwelling foreyer, 2 
forever in devonring flames! De not your ſouls crin k. 1 
upon themſelves at the firſt reflection of this kind 7 
What! — theſe little pictures and models of yautſelyes, 
the delight of your: eyes and joy of your hearts, and. from 
which you are ready to promiſe yourſelves 2 thouſand com- 
forts, —theſe- to be tore from your fondeſt embraces here, 
and 5 into the * that burns with fire and brimſtone! 


even forbid the N . 


1 — — My ho 8 and _ 
Start up TIES and o'er lite's narrow * 
Look down, on what? A fathomleſs A 4 1 
2 A ene ern how ſurely mine 
nd can. eternity belong to me, at's 
"oor r helfer on the. bounties of ar an bout?” 2 
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As therefore you would be hax ppily inſtrumental in preverita 
we" their coming into that plite of torment, be not neglt. 
gent ih this important bulineſs. Rather chink no pains tob 
great, if by che blefing of God, you may be the meaiis* of 
Plucking ,theſe/young Sinners as brands from the everlaſting 
burniags. Let not whole days, and months, and years, tun 
their ample round, and you thongbtlefs all the time about 
your duty in this reſpect. Your children are Bat ning to the 
Tame eternity with Vourſekres. And as I truſt,” you love 

Your own fouls too well, to forget the things that belong to 
their everlaſting peace; let it appear by your conduct chat 
next to theſe, you are affecionateſy © concerned for the happi- 
neſs of the ſouls of your children. Their ſouls, remember 
my Friends, are committed to your care no leſs than their 
bodies, And as Thoſe are of vaſtly greater value than Theſe, 

J the one deſerves a much larger meaſure of your attention 
than the other. If you love your children as you ought, yon 
will have, I am convinc'd, a particular affection for their 
better part. And if any of theſe fhould be forever loſt 
through your neglect, their blood, terrible, terrible con- 
fideration but Iwill not flatter you, their blood will 

2 be required at your hands! While then you difcover every 

i other mark of parental affection, O] be not compaſſionately 
1 _ crnel, I was going to ſay, to your children's better and im- 
mortal part.— Let not the riſing and ſetting ſun be witneſs 
that you ſeldom, if ever, examine them as to their everlaft- 
ing ſtate. Soon as reaſon begins to dawn, to dart its infant 
ray, begin the work of inſtruction. Let ſome of their firk 
liſpings be evidences of the pains you have taken with them. 
The tender plant muſt be reared with the greateſt” care, it 
will require conſtant attention! and if you would have it 
flouriſh in the garden of God, every thing Iuxuriant muſt be 
cropt in time. I need not put you I ſuppoſe in mind, 
that your ſons and daughters are the Children of Adam, and 
from” him inherit that which it will not be in your power, 
with all your labor, to deſtroy. Their ene generally, 
as ſoon as they are capable of reaſon convinces you of the 
truth of this obſer vation. Inceſſant care is therefore ne- 
ceſſary to the proper culture of their minds. Every thing 
which hath a tendency to vitiate their morals, ſhould be nipt 
in the bud, ſhould be crufhed in — leſt that which ap- 


pears 


1 
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pears at firſt:;to be as-it, were Accidental, ſhould in time be- 
come Habitual. Tread upon the ſerpent in the egg. Che- 
riſh every good diſpoſition. you diſcern in them. Tell them 
that they are ſinners as · well as yourſeſ ves, that they need 
a Saviour, that they cannot ſave themſelves, ——that the 
bleſſed J ES US. who was once a ſweet and lovely babe, as 
young as the youngeſt of them, is an able and willing. Sa- 
viour. that he inyites little children to come to him, and. 
took a great delight when here below in taking them up in 

his arms to bleſs. them. Inſtruct them in the great doc- 
trines, duties and privileges of Chriſtianity, to the beſt af 
your abilities, and as they are able to bear it. You, can 
hardly begin. with them too ſoon. Pray with then, 
pray for them, and not only in your families, but take them 
ſometimes with you into your retirements, and pour oub 
your ſouls before God for them there. Teach them hy v 
own pious and amiable example the infinite importance of, 
the things of religion. Bring them along with you to the 
houſe of God. Make them read to you ſome portion of 
the Bible e very day. —Explain as well as you can, their 
leſſons to them, ——keep them from the infection of evil 
example. catechiſe * them at leaſt once a week, and ne- 


v Mark 10. 16.—Jeſus ſaid, ſuffer little children to come unto 
me and forbid them not, Mat. 19. 14+ TH | 

* The Aſſemblies ſhorter Catechiſm, is, I think, I may venture to 
ſay, the beſt compoſition of the kind extant. Compiled in the laſt 
century by the venerable Aſſembly of Divines at Weſtminſter. *Tis 
juſtly admired by all ſenſible and orthodox chriſtians, and has been, I 
am inclined to think, one of our moſt uſeful books, not to private 
profeſſors only, but to many in the public charafter.—But left T 
ſhould injure ſo excellent a work {while *attempting to recommend 
it, I will preſent my readers' with the opinion of a judge far ſu- 
perior to myſelf, upon this performance. As Goſpel Truths (ſays 
he) are of ſo great importance, it cannot but be very deſirable to 
have them collected together, ſet forth in a plain and regular man- 
„ ner, and laid out in ſuch a form, as to be fit for the inſtruction of 
„ Youth. Now this is the grand and ſpecial excellency of the Aſſem- 
blies Catechiſm ; for upon a ſerious examination, it will evidence 
<< 1t{elf to be a moſt regular and comprehenſive ſyſtem of truth, or 
** ſcale of Scripture principles, containing in it the whole ſubſtance 
«© of a Body of CO in moſt clear and expreſs laaguage, and in 
* a moſt conciſe and orderly manner.” 3 
But though I could wiſh there was not a . in the kingdom 
without this little book; yet there are other compoſitions well adapted 
to the inſtruction of Youth. Amongſt which I thould beg to recom- 
mend in a particular manner, Dr. Watts's firſt and ſecond Sett of 

Þ N 2 Catechiſms 
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ver let them retire to their beds without ＋ 


(Sy 


ng their prayers. 
our own prudence, my Friends, will naturally dictate 
. many other things relative to the education of your: 
children, and therefore I forbear to mention them. But 


yet — there is one particular mort Which at preſent oe- 


curs to my mind; of which, I hope you will not think I 


act oat of character in glying you a hint. Accuſtom your: 


children to a decent, reſpectful behaviour to thoſe about 


them. This piece of advice I am aware will poſſibly be: 


laughed at by the unpoliſhed and elumſey Clown. pity 
his folly. But you; my Friends, I flatter myſelf, know: 
better than thus to treat it, And give me leave to ſay, a 
Branch of education this is, not of ſo trifling and infignifi-. 
cant a nature as ſome perhaps may conjecture; but which, I 
fear, (excuſe the liberty I now take) is too much neglected. 
J don't mean by this, that you ſhould encourage your chil- 
dren to be either Fops or Fools, But à modeſt, obliging 
carriage, will certainly, you muſt be ſenſible, very much re- 


commend them to the eſteem of perſons of any taſte or bree- 


ing.——Tbeir good behaviour in this inſtance, will re- 
& back no ſmall honor upon you their parents, and, under 


God, may be the means (Which hath ſometimes been the 


caſe,) of their preferment in the world. Reprove them with 
Parental mildneſs when they are guilty of a breach in the 
laws of Good Manners, whether to their ſoperiors, inferiors, 
or equal, — reward them according to the progreſs. they 
make in them; and J perſuade myſelf, you will not fail to 
animate them to improve herein by your own example. 


Eatechiſms and Prayers; the one deſigned. for, Jitde children under 


| ' Feven or eight years of age, the other from ſeven to twelve. Theſe 


are really excellent of the kind, and in my apprebenſion, hetter ſui- 
ted in ſome reſpects, to the capacities of children, than the Aſſemblies, 
juſt recommended. The language is moſt familiar. The anſwers ſo 
formed as to be eafily retained, and by conſequence, eaſily recollected. 
Divine Songs attempted in Eby for the Uſe of Children, 
by the very fame ingenious Writer, are ſo admirably ſuited to the 
end deſigned, that T believe I may ſay, they are ſuperior to any * 
of mat nature in the Engliſn language. Jane way's Token for 
Children, giving an account of the converſion, holy and exemplary 
lives and joyful deaths of ſeveral young children. I recommend to 
all parents as an excellent little book, mingling Entertainment wit 

Benefit, and adapted to promote a ſpirit of emulation in young minds, 
to copy the example of the young ones there mentioned. 1 ? 
214/44 ip | | | r 8 
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This: will, be+training them uf in the way they mend ge Fe 


This is bringing them up in the nurture and .admonition of 


the Lord 7... And permit me to add, this 3s the way, to have. 
thety.amongh the: fed which the Lord hath bleed. Thus, 


as they: grow! up into life, you will have reaſon; to expect 
they will be growing bleflngs. to von their parents, ——=, 


| bleſſings to your reſpeQive families, to the, world and ta, 


: y C2 


the church of Chriſt, — Devote them to God in the younger. 


part of life . Beg of him to take theſe. your dear chil-, 


dren and nurſe them for you >.” And remember for your 
encouragement, that a bleſfing is commonly beſtowed in the 
uſe of means. Tis ſeldom ſeen that the ſons of ſtrangers are 
brought to join themſelves to the Lord, to ſerve ham, and ta 


love the name of the Lord e. The churches of Chriſt are, I 


believe, generally compoſed, of ſuch as have.deſcended, from, 
pious anceſtors. So that inſtead of the fathers" there are the 
children, Who have riſen up and called God bleſſed 4... 
J. was going to conclude this paragraph with. a quotation 
from a celebrated author. But another thought preſents it- 
ſelf, and for the preſent prevents my deſign. As, your chil, 
dren, my Friends, grow in years and in ſtature, that they 
children are to be trained 
in the Way they Should, not in che way they Would go, if left deſti- 


| | | 6. 4. een as 

2 Let none of my readers miſtake. me here, and pps that I in- 
th . 

g the figure of 


very improperg and in my apprehenſion, unſcriptural I led 
Baptiſin, This is far enough from being a juſt ex 6 wy my 


I would obſerve tis clearly warranted” by that (rare ig es of 
the Apoſtle, in every thing by prayer, and ſupplication. with thankſ- 
giving, let your requeſts be made known to God, Phil. 4. 6. 

> Alluding to Exod. 2. 9. c Ifa. 56. 6. 4 Pa. 45. 16. 
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why Increaſe alſo in favor wick him, in whoſe favor 10 lige 75 


and be growing ornaments to the religion of the holy JESUS, 
reſtrain "theth from attending as much as in your power, 


While they are under your notice, at places of publie F 
amuſement,” Many young people, I am very ſorry! for it, 
bave an eager thirft after theſe kind of entertainments. I 

mean, Balls, Aſſemblies, Concerts, Routs, and the like. 
The whole hearts and ſouls of great numbes are wrapt up in 

them. Tis my wiſh then that you would diſcountenance 
every thing of this kind, and in thoſe particularly committed 
to your care, as you value the preſent and future happineſs 
both of yourſelves and them. I know the common apology 


Is, that young perſons muſt be a little indulged, —— that 


now is the time for them to'take a little pleaſure, before they. 
have the weight and anxieties of a family devoly'd, upon 
chem, that going into theſe faſhionable circles has a ten- 
dency to polifh their minds and manners, to few them 
a good deal of life,——to fit them to appear with greater 
advantage in the world. and that ſhewing themſelves 
now and then, at leaft, at theſe places cannot ſurely be at- 


tended” with any very bad conſequences, Now my view of 


men and things are not quite ſo contracted, as to lead me to 
fappoſe that i it is, impoſſible for a young perſon. ſo much as 
once to attend theſe polite Aſſemblies, without contracting 
a corrupt taint. I ſhould not chuſe to give myſelf the liberty. 
of aſſerting, that they cannot ſo much as go once there, and 
return as innocent as they went. I hope many do. But 
this, I think, I may preſume to ſay, and J could ſay it with 
all due ſubmiſſion to the judgments of others, —that going 


to ſuch places, and eſpecially with frequency, is certainly. 
going into the way of temptation, that the love of young 


people to them commonly increaſes the more they are in- 
dulged in them, (for I believe many would never have had 
any the leaſt inclination this way, had they not in early life, 
been initiated into them, and taught, as I may ſay, to de- 


light in them ;)———that they naturally tend to give the mind 


(to ſay no worſe of them) a gay, thoughtleſs, giddy turn, — 
to exclude the thoughts of God and religion, ——and in too 
many inſtances have they been known greatly to corrupt. the 
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Moral' of nn ” Weg as I do believe, none as 
my Friends, frequent theſe places yourſelves, I hope you wit 
not give the leaſt countenance to any thing of this kind in 

| thoſe under your care. Indulge me now with the pleaſure - 
of quoting a beautiful paſſage and very appoſite to my pre- 
ſent purpoſe, from the excellent Mr. Hervey's firſt volume of 
Meditations among the Tomba, while, that you may not be 
burdened, I -throw another of a ſimilar kind, from a very 
pious writer, into a note below. Let: Parents be con- 
« vinced, how highly it concerns them to cultivate the Mo- 
ce rals, and ſecure the immortal intereſts of their children. 
If you really love the offspring of your own bodies; if 
* your bowels yearn aver thoſe amiable pledges of conjugat 

' & endearment; O! ſpare no pains; give all diligence, L 
t intreat you to bring them up in the nuture and admoni- 
< tion of the Lord. Then, may you have joy in their life, 
<« or conſolation in their death. If their Span is prolonged, 

6+ their junblameable and uſeful conduct will be the ſtaff of 
“your age, and a balm for declining- nature. Or, if the 
«© number of their years be cut off in the mĩdſt, you may 
«© commit their remains to the duſt, wich much the ſame 
« comfortable expectations, and with infinitely-more exalted 
e views, than you ſend the ſurvivors to places of genteel 
" education. You may commit them to the duſt, with chen- 
© ring hopes of receiving them again to your arms, inen- 5 
« preſſibly improved in every nee and. endearing accom- nel) 

5 pliſhment.——Tis certainly a ſevere trial, and much 

* more afflictive than I am able. to imagine; to reſign = 
“lovely, blooming creature, ſprung from your own loins, 

<< to the gloomy: Receſſes of Corruption: after having been 

* long dandled upon your knees; united to your affections 

* by a thouſand ties of tenderneſs ; and now become, both 

te the Delight of your Eyes, and ſupport of your family: 

% To have ſuch a one torn from your boſom, and thrown 

« into darkneſs ; doubtleſs. it muſt be like a Dagger i in your 
„hearts. But, O! how much more cutting to you, and 

te confounding to the child, to have the ſoul ſeparated from 

* God, and for ſhameful Ignorance, or early impiety, con- 

" 10 over to n of eternal torment ! How Would 15 


F P. 18. was : | 
2 3 
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all your Sighs; if you fhould follow the pale earpſe with 


** of theſe ſelf-condemning thoughts. The tortures of à rack 
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M theſe bitter 7efle&ions !———Fhis dear creature, though 
long ago capuble-of knowing. good from evil, is gone ont 
ef {the world, before it had learned the great deſign of 
te coming into it. A . ſhort-lived; momentary kxiſtence, it 
et receiyed from me, but no good inſtrugtions, no holy adma- 
% nitions, nothing to further it well. being in that ever 
t laſting ſtate upon which. it is do entered. The poor body 


is configned 10 the coffin, and carried out to conſume 


Laway, in the cold and ſilent grave. - And what! res ſon have 
*. I 0 ſuppoſe that the precious ſoul is in à better condi- 
4 tion? May I not-juilly fear, that, ſentenced by the xigh- 
5+. teous Judge, it ig going, pr gone away, into the pains of 
c endleſs puniſhment ? Perhaps, while I am bewailing 
6 its untimely departure, it may be curfing, in outer dark. 
# neſs, that ever to be . deplored, that moſt calamitous 
*« day, when: it was born of ſuch a'careleſs, ungodly _ 
s* as I have been Nothing, I think, but the gna 

* ings of. chat worm which never dies, can equal the nant 


5: muſt be an eaſy ſuffering, compared with the Stings and 
6 Horror of ſuch a Remorſe. . How carneftly do I wiſh, 
that as many as are intruſted with the management of 
4 children, woyld-i take timely: care to prevent thelſe-intole- 


<< rable ſcourges of conſcience, by endeavonring to condus 
«* "their minds into an early nn of . 1 8 64 
e ee e 15 . 


” * 
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2 Pardon, TE} IR the leng th of this 6a ca getreu. 
hot 5 am — hamed to confeſs TE Tacke of enriching my Addreſs, 
rom. Ja fla paß and, F acknowledge to me, ver: 
. per ormances are indeed as Apples o 2% old 
im pictures of 6lver: WN the moſt precious truths, thr 
ne channel of the m_—_ 8 correti expreſſian ; and pen 
* the doctrines of G us; pen I ith all the hgh Laces 
« $5, of 5 compoh 136g Hervey" s pencil gives the dra- 
ery, ruth is ſure never to ſuffer, b appearing in, an M'drefs. 
s proſe ig, in general, more lovely and harmonious, more chaſtely 
4 refined, and N icately beautiful, than half the real Poems in 
c the world. ith Hervey in their hands his delighted er 
4 well-nigh find themſel ves at a loſs, which 5 fo ſhall ok admire; 
“ the ſublimity and ſweetneſs of the bleſſed truths he conveys, or the 
« charming felicity of their conyeyance,; &c.” 


Toplady s Preface to Hervey's Sermons on Rom. 5 YR 
I no 


* 
5 2 FP. * . ' 
<Y 
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You, my dear Voung Hearers, my eye is very much upon 
you, my thoughts are frequently exereiſed about you, and to 
you my voice, you know, is often directed. Your hap- 
pineſs, both kere and hereafter; I moſt earneſtly deſire. And 
O! that I knew in what perſuaſive manner to addreſs you ts 

* bring you to JESUS. I would uſe the fofteſt language to 
move your tender paſſions, and repreſent the amiable Saviour 
in the moſt endearing point of view, and Religion arrayed in 
all her lovely and beauteous attire 3 could I but thereby cap. 
tivate your hearts, as yet I truſt, not rendered incapable of 
ſuch impreſſions through än habitual cburſe of fin, Glad 
ſhould I indeed be, exceeding glad, to ſee you walking, ye. 

young immortals, in the ways of God; and ſetting  yotr 
faces towards Zion — put, O! put not off the thoughts 
of God, of your ſouls and eternity, to an uncertain hereaf- 
ter. Behold now is the acceptable Time b. Don't give me 
the pain, I intreat you, to hear any of you ſay, *Tis'time 
enough for me, a young creature, to think of being reli- 
„ gious. Bet me purſue my pleaſures a little longer. 
Remember, if you walk in the way of your hearts, and ac- 


I now ſubjoin the paſſage I promiſed the reader above. Come 
and view the bleeding heart, ſee the wounded ſpirit, hear the melan- 

< choly groans of pious Dayid on the ſudden removal of his beloved 

* Abſalom, and learn the affection of a parent. Obſerve his cohdutt 
< ar the awful tidings. ' Follow the mourning; ſaint to his chamber 
See, he weeps: and, as he goes, hecries with all the brokenneſs 
„heart, Oh! my ſon Abſalom, my ſon, my. fon Abſalom, Woule 

« God T had died for thee: O Abfalony,” my (on, my fon! 2 Sam. 
18. 31. What oecaſioned ſuch overwhelming forrow; but the fear 
of Abſalom's miſcarriage, the awful thought of his dying unac- 

** quainted with God? And Oh! may not this be thy caſe ? hen- 
ever the mournful ſcene appears, thou wilt Have a double pain, if 
thou art ſenſible at all. The doubt about the everlaſting welfare 

* thy child will not only affect thee, but a view of thy negligence, wil 

© be like darts Kickin in thy heart, and force from thee theſe fa 

© refleftions. Oh! what have I been doing? My dear, my tender 
child has beers faddenly' torn from me; and what hopes have 1 of 
his everlaſting happineſs? Have I acted the pt of a parent to 

* him? When 7:4 I expoſtulate with him about his ſoul? When did 

© I pray with Him, weep' over him, and beſeech him to conſider, the 

4 ching) that belong to this 1 oe Oh! cruel; hard- 

„ hearted parent! now he's gone, (and if out of Chriſt) gone be- 

„ vond the reach of mercy and the ſound of falvation forever. 
* Oh! my dear reader, art thou a father, a parent, and do not the 
„ ſouls of thy children lie near thy heart? Did I know in what 
manner to addreſs thee to melt thy ſoul, convince thee of thy duty; 


© and ftir thee up to ft, I would do it.” | 
| h 2 Cor. 6. 2. „ 
0 15 never 


| burnings ? ? 
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cording to the fight of your eyes, for all theſe ga G64 4 
will bring you into judgment. Are any of you thought - 


leſs, giddy creatures, giving a looſe to every criminal ineli- 
nation, and determined to have a merry life, though it be 
but a fhort one ?f=——Pauſe a moment, I beg of you, — 


Are you not reaſonable; beings ? Is religion a Reality, a mat- 
ter of infinite importance; or is it a mere Chimera, invented 


on purpoſe to frighten you? or a trifling concern? Is death 
think you, approaching? and may you be ſnatch'd into eter. 


' nity before another moment? Is the great judgment day 


haſtning on? Is there a heaven? Is there a hell? Whither, 
do you imagine, will your preſent courſe of life bring you ? 
Do you expect your ſouls will be annihilated when diſlodged 


from your bodies, or that you ſhall live forever in ſome un- 


known world, diſregarded. forgotten? Do you look. 
upon yourſelves to be accountable creatures? Have you for- 
got that yon muſt ſtand before the bar of an infinitely holy 
and faithful God? And will it not think you, be inexpreſſi- 
bly awful to be forever ſeperated from the fountain of bleſſ. 
edneſs, and take up your direful a on in everlaſting 

Some of you have had the happineſs and 
honor to deſcend from pious anceſtors. In conſequence of 
this, I perſuade myſelf, you have been favoured with a reli. 
gious education; and I truſt, are ſober, and promiſing.— 
Have you not been inſtructed in very early days, in the 
principles of our holy religion, and brought under the means 
of grace betimes? Have you not been told your duty, both 
to God and Man, a great variety of times? Have you not 
been frequently warned of the danger of diſobedience to God 


and your parents, and an indulgence of folly and fin ? Say, 


have not your good parents expoſtulated with you often. 

wept over you.——Pray'd for you? Well, I hope their labor 
has not been wholly in vain. And I rejoice to ſee any of 
you, at leaſt, ſeriouſly inclin'd. O! that the proſpe@ were 
more large and promiſing ! that when the heads, of your pa- 
rents are laid in the grave, you their offspring may riſe up in 
their ſtead, and not only be uſeful members of ſociety, but 
for a name and a praiſe © in the Church of God. The ſingular 
advantages you, my young Friends, have enjoyed, lay you 
under peculiar obligations to be good, —and I hope you will 


i Peel. 11. 96 | k Jer. 13. 11. 
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never forget them. My affectionate advice to yon now 
is, That you remember your Creator in the days of your: 
Vouth l. That you flee. youthful luſts u, and the conta- 


gion of evil principles and evil examples n, as you would fly 
from a ſerpent. Keep the beſt: company. Read the beſt 


books, and particularly that beſt of books, the BIBLE 9.— 
Let that ſacred volume be your daily Delight and your Coun- 
cellor ?, for wherewith ſhall a young man cleanſe his way, 
but by taking heed thereto according to God's holy Word a? 

he obedient to your parents“, if you. are immediately 
under their eye; and if abroad in the world, be diligent in 
the ſituations in which Divine Providence hath placed you, 
and behave with all due ſubjection to your ſuperiors.— Let 
me fee you conſtantly at the houſe of | God, — mind what 
you hear. think it over, and be ſure to practiſe it. 
Pray to God to give you his. grace betimes . To keep. 


EF. „ But: La. Boon; . 

n Avoid them, paſs not by them, turn from them and paſs ee 
Pro. 4. 15. Howiſtrongly is the counſel urged, by being fo frequently 
© repeated; in ſuch a remarkable Diverſity of concite and abrupt, 
& conſequently of forcible and preſhng admonitions.“ 9 1 

| Hervey's Med, vol. 1. p. 219. Note. 

o © This hint reminds me of an Encomium, moſt deſervedly given 
* to the Bible Which, though quite Artleſs; is, I think, abun- 
% dantly more expreſſive, than the moſt laboured efforts of rhetoric. 
It came from the lips of a martyr. Who, being condemned to, 
* die, for his inviolable adherence to the doctrines of Scripture, when 
© he arrived at the ſtake, and had compoſed himſelf for execution, 
* took his final leave in theſe affecting words: Farewell ſun and: 
„moon! Farewell all the beauties of creation, and comforts of life! 
„Farewell my honoured friends! Farewell my beloved relations! 
And farewell thou preciobs, precious Book of God!” | 

Theron and Aſpaſia, vol. 1. p. 33 
N p Pſa. 119. 24. q Pſa. 119.9 | 

Children obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right; Honor 
thy father and mother, Eph. 6. 1, 2 — The eye that mocketh at his 
father, and deſpiſeth to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley ſhall 
pick it out, and the young eagles ſhall eat it, Prov. 30. 17. 

God hath been often 'pleaſed to dignify ſuch with Gekal marks- 
or honor in his church, who have honoured him by an early dedica- 
tion of their youth to his ſervice ; and hath rendered their ſervices as 
eminent in the world, as their piety has been early and exemplary, 
Joſeph, Samuel, David, Moſes, Joſiah, John the Baptiſt, Timothy, 
the beloved diſciple John, (as tis Nee and ſome others, recorded 
in the ſacred hiſtory, are inſtances of this. But the example, which, 
of all others, ſhines with the greateſt glory, is that of the bleſſed IE- 
SUS, who, when he was a mere youth, but twelve years of age, was 
heard to ſay, to the aſtoniſhment of all about him, Wiſt ye not that I 
mult be about = Father's buſineſs, Luke 2. 49. 

Vid. Stennett's We to youth, 819+ 169. p. 168-174. 
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you from falling a prey to the temptations af ſatan, — 


preſerve: you from the violence of your own paſſions, from 
the evil of the world, to make you rich bleſings to your 
parents and maſters, and all around ieren faye * fouls; 
and make you happy forever.. 

To ſuch of you my hearers, who are in middle life, ge: 


Tous in health and blooming in years,——the world ſmiling, it 


way be, all around you; and you tis likely, promiſing your- 
ſelves a long, long ſeries of ſenſitive fatisfaQtions,—to- you my. 


chriſtian counſel is, that you improve your precious oppor tu- 


nities, your golden hours, to, the nobleſt of all purpoſes ; 
ſuch as may render you meet. for the inheritance of faints in 

light; and aſcertain your title to à ſtate of immortal youth, 
to a crown of eternal 'glory.—Stand not all the prime of 
your days idle, in reſpe& of the moſt momentous concerns. 


Be upon your guard, that your affections are not carried away 


before you are aware, with the pleaſures of time. Watch 
againſt an over anxieus purſuit of earthly things. Don't 
promiſe yourſelves any great enjoyments from ſenſible good, 


Plunge not yourſelves into unneceffary buſineſs, nor be ambi- 


tious of being eſteemed perſons of prodigious importance in 
the world. The world I would remird you, is a dangerous 
foe to ſouls. I recommend to your ſerious attention the 
cordial advice of my great Maſter, Labor not for the meat 
which periſhes, but for that meat which endures unto ever- 
laſting life :: and the command of the famous herald of his 
falvation,—uſe the world, as not abuſing it : for the faſhion 
of this world paſſes away u. God forbid any of you, ſhould be 
ever heard to ſay, Take thine eaſe, thou haſt goods laid vp. 
for- many years v. Don't forget that the time of your con ti- 
nuance here (norwichttanding Wan of ed may at LO 


O] that my young Friends, every one af them, may be inclined to 
1 theſe anuable and illuſtrious inſtances! 
t John 6. 27. Love not the world, &c. 1 255 2. 15. Be not con» 
formed to this world, Rom. 12. 2. 
| * I (ops * | 
w Fat, drink and be merry; but God aid 1 him, thou fool, 
this night thy ſoul ſhall be required of thee : then whoſe ſhall thoſe 
ings be, which thou haſt provided, Luke 12. 19, 20. I remember 
to have met ſomewhere with a pertinent obſervation to this effect, that 
*© though all the world was made for man, man was made for ſome- 
. thing more than * the world. 


ſeem 


 therefore' I take notice of your wrinkled fleſh 3 tottering 
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ſeem to be * ian "your ſanguine countenances): is tha 
greateſt uncertainty. that you have buſizeſs. of .infinitely. 
greater moment to tranſact than what relates to your bodies 


and outward circumſtances, ——and that with. all your repu- 


tarion for qa Alwe he 905 is traly wiſe, who1 is wiſe. 
for eternity. 

PeRMIT. me now blend. yon my Friends, wie are ad- 
nance in. life, whoſe grey hairs command: from me the moſt 
decent reſpect, at the ſame time that tbey remind me you 
have almoſt finiſhed your pilgrimage. You remember, I 
doubt not, to have read, that the hoary head is a crown of 
glory, if it be found in the way of righteauſneſs*. While 


tabernac les, while I hear you com plain af the infirmities 
of declining nature, and the pains that are ſometimes darted 
through your withered limbs; I cannot but ſincerely wiſh, 
that you remembered God and your ſauls betimes, long be- 
fore theſe evil days came, and theſe years drew nigh, in which 
you now tell me you can take no pleaſure v. Exil habits, if 
you are now in an unrenewed ſtate, (which Heaven forbid 
you ſhould,) muſt by this time, I think, have ſtruck the 
deepeſt root. muſt have twiſted themſelves with the very 
fibres of the heart, and be as thoroughly ingrained in the 
diſpoſition as the ſoot in the Ethiopians . ar the 
pots i in the leopard's ſæin 2. 

I raausls ſo much as: to ſuſped, that one af you with 


| ſaowy locks and ſtooping downwards to your original duſt, 


mould be in an impenitent ſtate. Ol what an awful ſight, 
is a grey-headed, unconverted ſinner! An old man or wo- 
man going down to hell under the enormous weight of un- 
pardon'd. guilt! For beſides a variety of diſorders ariſing 
trom a worn-out conſtitution, your corruptions methinks muſk 
be ſurprizingly ſtrengthened by ſuch a long courſe of itreli- 
gi0n,——— You ſtand, believe me, upon the threſhold of two 
worlds. upon the very brink, the lippery brink. of the 
grave, and the verge of eternity. And *tis an alarming 
anne, the _ breath of the Almighty, is ſufficient 


X Prov. 76. 31. y Eccleſ. 12. 1. 
2 Can the Ethiopian change his ſkin, or the leopard his ſpots? then 
may ye alſo do * who are accuſtomed to do evil, Jer, 13. 23. 
to 
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te blow out che almoſt-extin ſpark of life, — away vonn 

Sis muſt wing their trackleſs . * en preſencs 
TO the ere Majeſty! | STS 

; "Good God! on what a fender. thread, wire, 

A IP T Hang everlaſting thiags; by * 45 8 A 

| The eternal ſtates of all the td; EG EG nn 

. ke. 5 Upon life's" feeble firings} “! Watts. 
17. your lamps are unfurniſh'd with oil, how, unfit muſt you. 

. be in ſuch decrepit circumſtances to go to the market and 
3 - buy*! Vours muſt be a mighty ſalvation indeed, if unden 
14 fach diſadvantages, you ſurmount all the difficulties: that lie 
in your way to glory. If a ſinner unconverted at threeſcore 
and ten, eſcapes deſtruction, and is ſaved at laſt; it. 
vl muſt be moſt aſſuredly even fo as by fire b. This is a ſea- 
fon; my Aged Friend, in which you peculiarly ſtand in need 
of comfort, and moſt improper indeed it is to engage in con- 
fits unknown before. You had need now have nothing 
elſe io do than to be preparing for your great, approaching 
change. nothing elſe to think on than how it is likely to 
go with you forever. If you be yet in your fins, may God 
of his infinite mercy quicken you to a ſerious concern about 

_ everlaſting. things, before you go hence and be no more 
en But ſome whom I addreſs in this ſtage of life, 
are, Þ truſt, Iſraelites indeed, fathers and mothers in our 
Inte Iſrael, —— long acquainted with the devices of Satan, 
the corruption of your natures, and the pleaſures of religion. 
He, who hath been the God and guide of your younger years, 
wilt not fail, be aſſured, to be the ſtaff and ſupport of de. 
_ elining nature“. You have long ago given up yourſelves. 
to him. I congratiilats you, my venerable Fathers, on the 
| ws and happineſs conferred on you. He has promiſed ta 
be your God, and he will not leave you nor forſake yau *: 
While life is protracted, ſee to it that you bring forth fruit 
in old age f, that your laſt works are your beſt and moſt 

exemplary works. The nearer you draw to the period of 
Uſe, the brighter may your evidences ſhine for an eternity Th = 
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| a Mat. 25, | b x Cor. . 15. 3 47. 

va à Caſt me —_ off in the time of old age, forſake me not when my 
. ſtrength faileth. O God, thou haſt taught me from my youth : 
1. Fa hitherto J have declared thy wond'rous works. Now alſo when 


; 

? 
| am old and grey. headed, O God, forſake me not, Pſ. 71. 9, 17,18, 
Wh & Heb. 13. 5.3 ho Pla, 92. 14. 
h 4% : hap- | 
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happineſs. -I- pray God, your ſan may not ſet in a cloud. 
——Spend, I intreat you, the few remaining days that may 
be allotted you, as much as poſſible, to the divine honor. 
Wait with patience till your change comes, and God grant 
you may glorify him in your departing moments, and be 


conſigned to your laſt retreat full of piety, as well as full of 


days, as a ſhock of corn Tipe with age, and laden with 


plenty, cometh in in his ſeaſon 8. 


FoxGET not my Friends, (I ſpeak now to one and all of 
you without any exce 4 £9 ) remember tis your lot to live 
in an age of great and dangerous temptation, an age of 
moſt notorious prophaneneſs in the common world, u. of 


| lamentable, lamentable declenſion among profeſſors. Be 


then, be perpetually upon your guard, My comfort, and 
your preſent and future happineſs depend very much on your 


keeping yourſelves upon your watch- tower. Take ſpe- 
cial heed of pride, a reigning evil, ——of ſinful anger, for 
never let the ſun go down upon your wrath * of malice, 


envy, ſlander, cenſoriouſneſs, wanton jelts, fooliſh levity, 


expenſive and pernicious pleaſures ; to expreſs all I 
mean, in a few words, do your duty as men, as chriſtians, 
as immortals, as thoſe who are accountable to God and 
your own conſciences, whatever ſtation you may fill. 


whatever rank you may hold in life. ——Are you maſters ? 
give unto your ſervants that which is juſt and equal, knowing 


that you alſo have a maſter in heaven i. Are you ſer- 
vants? be obedient to them who are your maſters, according 


to the fleſh, not with eye ſervice as men pleaſers, but as the 


ſervants of Chriſt, doing the will of God from the heart; 
with good will doing ſervice, as unto the Lord, and not unto 
men k. -Are you parents? provoke not your children to 
anger, leſt they be diſcouraged !, but train them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord m. Are you chil- 
dren? be obedient to your parents in the Lord, for this is 


_ Tight ®, Honor your father and mother, for this is well- 


8 Job 5. 26. For ſeveral ideas in this paragraph, I acknowledge 
myſelf N d to the ingenious and pious author, teveral times quote 
Hervey's Med. vol. 1. 
D Epli bo 2365 74 Col. 4. 1. EK Eph. 6. 37. 
1 Col. 3. 21. m Eph. 6. 4. n * 6. 1. 
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pecking unto the JET „Are you Kuſbands > your duty 


in that near relation, is to love your wives as your own fleſh”, 


and not to be bitter againſt them 1, —— And you who are 
wives, be ſure ſee to it that you reverence your huſbands . 
———Are you young ? beware of an indulgence of your 
youthful paſſions, imbibe the beſt principles, —imitate the 
beft examples. Are you old? keep death and eternity in 
your eye, and ſtand prepared for an exchange of worlds. 


If you be rich, truſt not in uncertain riches , but be rich 


in good works, ready to diſtribute, and willing to commu- 
nicate . If you be poor, be content. Be becomingly 
thankful for all the aſſiſtances afforded. you, —— Be induf. 


trious and frugal. — And ſpend not that time in aſking 


charity, or going about as Buſy-bodies from houſe to houſe; 
which ought to be devoted to honeſt labor. But O! be 
eſpecially careful to be rich towards God u, — to lay up for 
yourſelves treaſure in heaven . Are' you in fingle life, 
be very prudent in the choice of a partner, if you are in- 
clined to change your condition. Be not unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers *, — Marry and welcome, for tis 
a very honorable relation 7,—but let it be only — in the 
Lord . Are you in the marriage ſtate? endeavor to 
diſcharge the various duties of it, whether you, are hulbatids | 
or. wives, maſters or ſervants, children or paretits, —— 2 
thoſe who are married to Chriſt, who have their mafter for 
their huſband *, Are you backſliders ? O! endeavor 
with all your might to recover the ground you have loſt by | 
your vanity and folly,——Break,——break off immediately 
every ſenſual enchantment, return to the God of all ' mercy 
and goodneſs, and plead earneſtly for pard'ning and renew- 
ing grace. Are any of you in a languiſhing declining 
ſtate, in reſpect of true religion ? beg of God to blow by 
his ſpirit upon your gardens “, to bring about a ſpiritual re- 
vival ©, that religion may again flouriſh in your ſouls, 
and you appear like buds and bloſſoms in the ſpring, — that 
the time of refreſhing may come from the 3 of the 


0 Col. 3. 20. y Eph. 5. 28. q Col. 3. 19. 
r Eph. 5. 33. Col. 3. 18. s 1 Tim. 6. 17. r Verſe 18. 
u * r Ne e X* 2 7 6. 8 
y Heb. 13. 4. 2 er. 7. 39. a Ifa. 
d Sol. Songs 4. 16. © Wilt thou not revive us again, Pla 85. $5. 6. 


Lord; 
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Lord *, — that the things. may be frengthened i in you which 


remain, and which are ready to die , and you be aſſiſted 
to mend your pace toward the heavenly Zion. Are there 
any amongſt you -proſperous chriſtians? be thankful, be 
humble, be uſeful as poſſible. Preſs onward to Perſen. 
tion. Dread an indulgence of ſpiritual pride. Still 
be diligent in the uſe of appointed means, that the divine 


flame kindled in your breaſts, may riſe higher and burn 


purer. Let young profeſſors be lowly and teachable, 


iet them be aiming at a growth in knowledge, faith, 


holineſs, and whatever elſe is commendable, and deſerving 
praiſe, — Let old profeſſors bluſh they have made ſo 
flender an improvement in the divine life, and double their 
diligence in time to come. — 0 ye impenitent! put not 
off a moment * longer the thoughts of God, of death, of 
judgment, of eternity.——You have long ſat, (it may be,) 
under the ſound. of the Goſpel 8, The ſilver jubilee trumpet 
15 ſtill blowing in your ears. Now is the accepted time, 
now is the day of ſalvation *, No more abuſe the di- 
vine long ſuffering, and grace, leſt ſach baſe and aggravating 
conduct, meet a moſt direful, aggravated condemnation, 


——— In ſhort, every one of you exert yourſelves, to the ut- 


moſt ſtretch of your power, in the promotion of the glory of 
God, your own real good, and the benefit of others. 
Life, life remember is inceſſantly. ſhort'ning, the ſands in 
your hour-glaſs are continually running down, the little, 

ſlender taper is for ever waſting, death is approaching, 
Judgment is at hand. — and the judge at the door, 
you have all done, too, too little to glorify your God and 


Saviour Work therefore the works of him who hath 


ſent you, whilſt it is day i. 


Let no time be loſt in get- 


ting more looſe from the world, and your ſouls dreſs'd for 


heaven. 


Bur whither am 11 led ? —To what a balk and va- 
riety have my thoughts ſwell'd, to what I intended when I 


flirſt ſat down to write? Il have found it, I think, * 


d Acts 3. 19% e Rev . 3. 
1 60 Procraſtination i is the thief of time.“ Night- Thoughts. 
'8 Watts's Hymns, B. my — 165. 
* 2 Cor. 6. 2. i John g. 4. 
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mere difficult to contract chan to enlarge F===In what an 
atmott inſenſible manner have I been drawn into that pro- 
. | Hxity, of which, I perceive now, I have been guilty 1==—- 
wes Who could have apprehended that the few materials I was 
furhim'd with, when I firſt took my pen in hand, would 
have run me out to this unaceeuntable length !———How 
very hard is it to check one's own flatural propenſity to any 
thing I need, I am ſure, a monitor at my fide, to 
lay ſome ſmall reſtraint upon my tämbling thoughts, and 
flop the luxuriaht growth of Hark 
What found is that I hear? in my preſent ſitua- 
non; ev'ry the leaſt noiſe, almoſt the ticking of my 
watch, ſtrikes me with a ſort of Tremor. — I think 
I hear it again! »Tis fow and ſolemn! 
I” believe 'tis - the ſtriking of the clock from a neighbouring 
ſteeple 1— — FI tell the firokes. Tt goes twelve. 
l Las detertmn'd to fit up this ev'ning, to attend the 
Funeral, as T may call it, of the Old Vear.— But Whilſt 504 
my attention has been taken up in Writihg, I had wlmot AE 
forgot it was ſo near its end. Well, tis gone! 3 
intirely, irrecoverably gone! Were it in my power 
to propoſe a thoufand, a million of worlds, to call back but 
x moment of it, the purchaſe” would be 'tod cheap the 
Attempt would be vain and fooliſh to the laſt degree 
Having accompanied the Old Year, as it were, to its grave, 
and ſeen the birth of the New One “tis time I began to 
think of laying down my pen. —— which perhaps, hath 
been too long employ'd for my own honor, or the reputation 
vf that godd cauſe for which J profeſs an affectionate regard. 
My hand is weary, — and my faculties not u little 
bhinted with inceſſant writing and cloſe reffection, through 
the whole of tlie preceding day. It will quickly ſtrike 
One!, Tis time I retired, and by balmy ſteep ® reerui- 
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xk All the apolegy (and an odd kind of a one it muſt be confeſs d 
to be) that Monſieur Paſcal once made, for an unuſually e 
tle to his friend, was, that he had not had time, to e it 
« ſhorter.” . 
1 The bell ſtrikes one e take no note of time, 
But from its loſs Jo give it then a longue, 
Ts wiſe in man. — As if an Angel ſpoke, | * 2 
J feel the ſolemn ſound. —If heard, aright, 
It is the Knell of my departed hours ; 
| |  Night-Thoughts, Night aft, 
= © 'Tir'd nature's ſweet reſtorer, balmy ſleep.” dem. 1 
| te 
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| ted n my wake ſprightlineſs and vigour. — What remains 


then, but that I attempt to take my kind leave of you, my 
Friends, whom I haye been now for a pretty many, hours, 
buſily employed in addreſſing. Permit me to beg your 
very candid acceptance of the few, imperfect thoughts, I 


have here committed to paper. They are deßgned more el 


pecially, as (if I miſtake not) I told you at the beginning. 
for your ſervice. Nevertheleſs I ſend them into the world, 
accompanied with my earneſt wiſhes and moſt fervent prayers 
that they may meet with favorable treatment, and be greatly 
bleſs'd, wherever they may chance to come. Could I enjoy 
my defire, I would have them generally acceptable, 1 
would have them univerſally uſeful. And ſhould this wiſh, 
breathed, I hope, from an upright heart, be in any the leaf 
degree accompliſhed, I ſhall not think muck of the pains, I 
may have taken; for yours, Reader, will then be the profit; 
and if ſo, I am certain, I need not inform you whoſe ought 
to be the praiſe. —— Therefore, vade, ſed incultus, parve 
liber; go, O little book, rude and unorgamenfed, as, thou 
art, and may the benediction of heaven go along with thee! 

Take theſe lines, my Friends, inte your hands, vpon 
this, the firſt day of the New Year, to which they are partir 
cularly adapted, and though they can boaſt, I am ſenſible, 
of no great excellency, as proceedng from my pen, —— 
yet, keep this idea in your mind, they are well deſigned, and 
have, moſt certainly, their importance. Such as they are, 
I give them to you, as a ſmall teſtimony of my affection and 


reſpect, and as the beſt New-Year's Gift it. was in my power 
to preſent you. 


Let the goodneſs of the intention then, 
atone for the weakneſs of the execution, While ſcanning the 
pages I have wrote, I cannot but bluſh, that ſuch great and 
momentous things (which I am well perſuaded they contain} 
have not been delineated in a more engaging and attractive 
light. Perhaps I have ſufficiently expoſed my weakneſs, 

(ſome of you will be apt to ſay) in the Eſſay I have here 
made. This, I reply, is no great piece of news. —— But 
God forbid, that his moſt excellent truths ſhould ſuffer, or 
his cauſe be diſgraced, (as a limpid ſtream contracts a corrupt 
taint, by paſſing a polluted channel) through the poverty of 
my genius, or the meanneſs of my capacity, in attempt- 
ing any thing of this public nature, to which I was not in 
P 2 | _ ſome 


enen 


ſome ſmall meaſure equal. The former charge, I hope, I ſhould 
be willing to bear with chriſtian meckneſs, -— the latter, I 
acknowledge, if juſtly grounded, would give me real. very 
ſenſible pain. While putting theſe papers into your 
hands, I confeſs, I have not the uſual apology to make, 
« that had it not been for the irreſiſtible importunity of 
4 Friends, I ſhould hot have dared to appear in this public 
«© way—and that it is with abundance of reluctance that I 
& thus launch into the wide world” with a great deal 
more of that kind of according to the laudable cuſtom 
of Prefaces and IntroduQtions. No; fo far from being 
able to take refuge under the banner of any, I am very free to 
acknowledge, I have put this feeble compoſition into print 
without the ſolicitation of ſo much as a ſingle perfon in the 
world. If, on this account,any of you are pleaſed to charge me 
with an over-forwardnefs of temper, or a fondneſs of my 
own performances, I reply, with all becoming modeſty ; 
No ſuch thing. ——But I mention this, that no one may be 
made accountable for the inaccuracies here to be diſcerned, 
but the writer himſelf, — The year is gone, and tis 
time you had the thoughts I defign for you, in your hands, 
Otherwiſe *tis not altogether improbable, but they might 
have made a rather ſomewhat more accurate appearance. 
However, I now lay them down before you, and 
the ſame advice I have given you in regard of Hearing the 
; Word preached, I beg leave to renew in your reading this 
little performance, - „% Read not as critics, but as 
4c chriſtians, not merely to be amus'd, but as thoſe who 
«« deſire to be profited and ſaved.” Don't give it a 
lender, careleſs, ſuperficfal glance, and then throw it aſide, 
you know nor care not where, This will be an evidence, 
let me tell you, not only of very great ignorance, but of 
groſs and mean ingratitude,—Surely what I have been at 
the pains to write, (I will not ſay compoſe) you ought to 
think it no trouble, but rather a pleaſure to peruſe. — 
J would have you therefore peruſe theſe ſheets over and 
over again. Not for the excellency or beauty of 
the compoſition, (as I ſaid before) to which they make 
no pretence, but becaufe *tis to you in an eſpecial 
manner I addreſs myſelf; and what I 'have here ſaid, br 
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of great moment, I am ſure, to every one of you. I 
have not wrote to entertain you merely, no, nor to'reprovez 


ry but, if poſſible, to inſtruct, and to ſtir up your minds by 
ur way of remembrance *, as 1 told you when I began. I 
e, have ſtudiouſly, you may obſerve, avoided whatever might 
of be thought to ſavor of the ſpirit of a party. This would 
Ic not have anſwered my end. This would have carried me 
[ away at once from my deſign. But pretty diffuſive as 1 
al have been, many things, I am ſenſible, I have but lightly 
m touched; and others, for brevity ſake, I have totally omit- 
Jo ted. You will eafily, I think, perceive this, as you go 
to along; and you have my hearty conſent to ſupply what- 
nt ever your own medications may ſuggeſt to be defective. 
he ——— I did not enter upon this work with a - wiſh to ſurfeit 
ne you. I had much rather leave you with an appetite-or 
ny deſire for more. If in thefe pages I have chanced to drop 
1 any thing which may ſeem a- pro- pos to any of your caſes or 
be circumſtances, do not admit the ungenerous ſuſpicion that 
d, a perſonal reflection is intended. Far from this! —— I 
ts ſet out upon quite a contrary plan, and, if my heart does 
s. not ſtrangely deceive me, I think I bave kept it throughout 
he the whole, ſteadily in my eye, —— I confeſs I have been 
e. frank and open, ——and is not this the diſpoſition which you 
nd would have me exerciſe as well as inculcate ?—And amongft 


whom ſhould this temper prevail, if not amongſt Friends, — 

if not amongſt Chriſtian Friends,- if not upon ſuch ſub. 
jects as I here preſent you? I acknowledge myſelf your 
Friend, look upon me as ſuch, and peruſe theſe advaces 
under the influence of that perſuaſion, and all will be well. 
You may think, perhaps, that to pay a ſcrupulous regard 


painful a taſk, and abſolutely beyond your power; and the 
thought of this, may not a little diſcourage you. Bat be 


experience in the ways of religion, in peace of conſci- 
ence, in communion with Heaven, and a cloſe walk with 
God, in ſharp compunctions for ſin, and the joyful proſ- 
pect of a better world be ſure that all this, (wich a great 


n 2 Pet. 1. 13. 


deal 


to all the exhortations I have here given, is by far too 


not intimidated; for be ſure of this, the pleaſures you will 
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( 20 ) 
Beal more that as ſaid of a awilar kind) will vaſtly 
more than compenſate all your labor and ſelf-denial®. Yau 
have the promiſe of divine afliftance. The aids of Omnipo- 
tence art always at hand, Yoy can do all things through 
Chriſt who ſtrengthens you ?, Sincerely as I deſire, if poſ- 
fible, to pleaſe as well as profit, I am far enough from being 
ſo vainly ſanguine in my expectations, as to fill myſelf with 
any fond ideas, that I ſhall give ſatisfaction to all, into 
whoſe hands theſe papers may come. This I believe to 
be impoſſible.—It would be a moſt yain and fooliſh thing to 
attempt it; though I could wiſh to do it, I don't expect it. 
The maniof candor and good nature will eafily pardon my 
faults, even before I crave his forgiveneſs ———And from 
the peeviſh, ill-natured, ſnarling Critic, I expect no ſort of 
mercy. He muſt deal with me as he pleaſes, for pre- 
judice and ill will, 'I remember to have been long ago told, 
will ſpeak well of no one. With a carping MOMUS, I 
deſire to have no ſort of intimacy, - I neither ſolicit his 
ſmiles, nor tremble at his frowns. . To me he is as con- 
temptible, as hateful and deteſtable a creature. Let the 
righteous ſmite me, it ſhall be a kindneſs ; and let him re- 
prove me, it ſhall be an excellent oil, which ſhall not break 
my head 4.“ To pleaſe every one, (ſays a Poet of con- 
% ſiderable repute) would be a new thing, and to write fo 
6c 28 to pleaſe nobady, would be as new i. . 


* 


in your prayers, nd promiſed I will not, in return, be un- 
mindful of you, —** I commend you to Gop and the word of 
« his Grace, which is able to build you up, and to give 

« you an inheritance among all them that are ſanQtified *,” 
And I pray Gop, of his infinite mercy, to bleſs you all 
to bleſs you in body and ſoul, in your bäſket and ſtore, in 
time, and through a boundleſs and immeaſurable eternity! 
May you all be uſeful, exceedingly ſo in life, comfortable in 
death, and happy for eee 1 am to be continued 


o It was charmingly expreſſed by A young Miniſter, wrt ſince gone 
to a better world, The chriſtian has abundantly more pleaſure in 
Done ſigh or groan than Herod had in that great ſhout it is the 
© voice of a God, and not of a man.” „Acts 12. 22. 

Þ: Paul. 4. 1. 4: Pi xt 5. t Pomfriet. 
s Acts 20. 32. a 
with 
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with you another year, I know not; I would not be anxi- 
ouſly concerned about it. But, if our lives ſhould be preſerved 
though the courſe: of che preſent infant year, may we all 
have reaſon to look back upon it with greater pleaſure and 
ſatisfaction, and be able to give a much better account for our 


| improvement of it, both to Go and ourſelves, than it may 


be, we moſt of us could, of the year which is now gone. 
By the help of my Gop, I will go on to do all the good I can 
amongſt you, whilſt I am with you. And O! that I may have 
the happineſs of meeting many of you — many did I ſay? 
all of you, at laſt, to be my joy and crown of rejoicing in 
the day of the Lord Jssus -. I heartily wiſh I had not 
been ſo cold and lukewarm among you. May I be more la- 
borious and uſeful than ever. May every one of you be more 
lively and vigorous than ever. — And I truſt one of my laſt 
and warmeſt dying wiſhes will be your Spiritual Proſperity *, 
and your happy arrival (not ſo much as an individual of your 
number miſſing) in the realms; of light and glory above. — 
And bliſsful, Vlifful period! where Miniſter and People 
he who teaches, and ſuch who have been taught by him, 
ſhall meet together, to join in ſervice vaſtly nobler than thoſe 
in which we are frequently employed in God's lower Court, 
and never, never be interrupted—never, never be ſeperated 


more 1-D— What mutual congratulations, what affectionate 


endearments, will then commence !-—How thankful, chriſtian, 


will you be then for him'or any one elſe who was the happy 


and honoured inſtrument of your converſion, edification and 


comfort —and with what rapture unknown till then, will your 


Miniſter preſent you before the Great White Throne“, ſaying, | 
« Here Lord am I, and the children which thou haſt given 

me * hen with what tranſport inconceivable, and glad- 
neſs ineffable, ſhall we all join the grand chorus of Heaven 


in thoſe bliſsful regions where love will be perfect and joy 


perpetual, —where hymns of holy wonder, and ſongs of the 


devouteſt praiſe, ſhall be our uninterrupted and everlaſting 
_ | | 


t 1 Thef. 2. 19 

1 Beloved, I with above all things that * mayſt proſper and be 1 in 
ealth, even as thy ſoul proſpereth, 3 John 

W Rev. 20. 11. * Ita, 8. 18. 
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| Sex the kind angels at the pate, 


Inviting 


7 „ 7 + | 
66 
8 „ 


=o welcome tray ers: home | 
Tukxk on a green _— flow'ry mount, 
Our weary ſouls ſhall fit; 
And with tranſporting joys recount, - 
The labors of our . 


; 


No vain diſcourſe ſhall. fl our tongue, 
| Nor trifles vex out ear; 2 
Inßgite grace ſhall be our ſong, 5 

And are - to hear. | 


1 Mikel plories to the- KING, 5 


That brought us ſafely through, . ion 


Nour” tongues ſhall never ceaſe to ſing * 


vals ws And endleſs TOR” renew. | 
| 9 Watts Hym. . ad 


"oe up, my ſoul, pant tow'rd th? eternal hills ; 
; 'Thofe Heav'ns are fairer than they ſeem; | 
There pleaſures all-ſincere glide on in cryſtal a 


There not a dreg of guilt defiles ban 


Nor grief diſturbs the ſtream. . 
That Canaan knows no noxious thing, 


No curſed ſoil, no tainted ſpring, 


Nor roſes grow on e nor honey wears a ſting. 
Watt's Lyrics, 


+» 


Wirn the vleafing hope of meeting you all in this part 


diſe of God above ?, I ſubſcribe myſelf, 


My dear friends, 
Yes moſt affectionate friend and ſervant, 
| In the Goſpel of Jzsvs CurIST, 
Smarden, Kent, ; 
Jan. 1, 1775. _JOSIAH LEWIS. 


1 


y « Oh, Chriſtians, how reaſonable. it is, that our Souls ſhould be 


« riſing, with a ſecret ardor, towards this bleſſed hope, this glorious 
« abode i—Tt is pleaſant for the children of .GoD to meet, and con- 
* verſe with one another upon earth; ſo pleaſant, that I wonder uy 


us to come! $2405 Ng 
There JESUS the Wet rend Waits 
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b. 8. Tis not, I apprehend, in the leaſt improbable, bat 
this little piece may ſome where or other, be taken up by 


2 word here and there, without at all attending to the fcopè 
and defign, — but, long before he comes to the concluding 
ſentence, throws it down in a no ſmall pet, and with a con- 
temptuous ſneer, not unuſual with ſuch ſort of folks,. 


along with him, and not much unlike himſelf in diſpofttion, 
— A fine piece of -whining, Preſbyterian-Cant indeed, 
e is here A pretty fellow of an author truly Here's 


4 which, under that character, they ſhould join theix diſedurſes and 
< their prayers.—It is delightful to addreſs to thoſe, that we truſt, 
thro 2 are born of GOD. No diſcourſes are more pleafant 
<c, than tho 

“r ourlabors we y confine our difcourſes to fuch ſubjects. 
„Vet while we are here, we ſee imperfections in others; we feel theny 
<< yet more painfully in ourſelves: And as there is no pure, unmix d 


5 blemiſh, ſo there is now no pure delight, no perfect pleaſure to be 
<< met with here. —Oh !-when ſhall I depart from this mixed ſociety, 
< and reach that tate; where all is good; alt gloridus ? where I tha 


<c ſhall 


hall behold them all for ever acting * their character! All 
< giving thanks io the Father, who has made us meet to be partakers 
of the inheritance of the faints in light I All forever an 
2. ſerving the great Redeemer; and wget ene ungenerous ation 
one reflecting word, one ſuſpicious. tho . 
* other in love, rejoicing in each other's. happineſs, and with the 
© moſt prudent and ſtedfaſt application, for ever ſtudying and labo- 
* ripg to promote ite. .\ (7 oo 6 of 04 edgy 
With the moſt earneſt deſire, that you, my dear Brethren and 
Friends, may at length attain to this ſtate of perfection and glorys 
and with a chearful expectation through divine grace, that 1 ſhal 
<* cre long meet many of you in it; I cloſe this ſermon and theſe 
* diſcourſes : Not without an humble hope, that when we arrive at 


<< that bleſſed world, theſe hours which we have ſpent together in the 
©* houſe of God in attending them, will come into a pleaſant remem- 
= brance; and that the God of all ce, to whoſe glory they are 
: faithfully devoted, and to whoſe, bleſſing they are humbly com- 
bs mitted, will honor them as the means of increaſing his family, as 
well as of feeding and quickning thoſe who are already his rege- 

© nerate children.” Amen. „Gabel og mov HUE 
| | Doddridge's Sermons on Regeneration, page ult. 

"0 Col. 1. 22. ; : 

| * amongſt 
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dome giddy, thoughtleſsperſon. He juſt gives a look at'the | 
Title-page, e turns a leaf or two, and hurries over _ 


methinks 1 hear him exclaim to ſomebody in the parlour. 

<« prieſt- craft wich à witneſs who in the Whole World 
344d a $4) 3330 "BS 105 94 3-134 7 LES 3) 92 31% *? 

« de nat more frequently form themſelves inte little ſoribties} M 


ſe that ſuit hem: And could we that are the Minziters - 
„ CHRIST, reaſonably that we had none but, ſuch to attend 
ould jo oll 


„ ſociety, no feHowſhip on earth chat is compleatly holy and without | 


ce ſee my heavenly Father, and all my , brethren in the Lonb; and 
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3 hefty; Aſo raſh; ſo exceedingly cen ſorious. A Word, or the 


the wfite?.——But befofe you tnake your ebimney the urg af 


let him wWhiſper a few ſentences in your ear. In 


brated author of the Night Thoughts fays, | 5 1 


* { "ane } 


40 1 your righteous ones agg ddnethis 7 bat 
<<; new, enthuſiaſtic aits does this babe - of) a · writer give: him ⸗ 
$5 ſelf] whoeyer he i f.. — Here's Ahabaptiſm, and Me- 
425 een. and a jumble altogether of L know not whit 
2 — Does this weak: headed - erea ture think he ſhall reform 
$2 hole nation, by ſuch romantic Ruff as this ?——What 
4 great gdod, I WonGer, is this likelꝶ . to do: Never 
<« ſurely was the world;ſo cronded and peftereds or the: preſs 
4% diſgraced by ſuch mpnſtrous ſanatciſm as in aur day 
465 abdugds! aid=———this appears to me, to be the tip-top 
« of ail.l——— "Tisa-great pity but there was an/cmbarge. 
2. Mid- upon printing, — at leaſt, Lwath from. mycheart, 
+ that. ſuch puny, ignorant, inſigoificapt /wretches a+ theſe 
. were not permitted to diſcover in ſo public a way, their 
HN total Want of brains, as they too eee 
lg my judg ment, If. Hugs RR 057 5 HS 6 
IT] kave vw rote. the” following, 19555 WF Ss it 
may meet the eye af ſuch a one. in: the midſt of his 1 
f. and in Lee eee er e eren of ſuch och, idle 
At.) TT 201150 : pi 114% 111 I» 
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if you. pleaſe, wich you. . Tis of very little moment, 
ieve me, what judgment vou may think fit to paſt upon 
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this Altle book, (as in your beat vou, ſeem 3ngliged to dg.) 
Ggnificant 
or ignorant As he may be i in your eſtee t (and, indeed, as 
be really is,) he. dares to. aſſume the liberty of afſoring.. yau, 
he is truly ſerious, and: it would afford him ny 
Pen t to ſee you, Sir, not quite ſo frolickfome' and g 

on't make a ſport of everlaſting, things... Some of the d. 
here ſcattered up and down, are of infinite. tees 
And whatever reproach you may pleaſe to pour upon them 
now, I am ſure, you will think them ſo, as well as me, ano- 
ther day. for don't you call to mind what the ele. 


wot] | 


Men . live pos, but als, py cannot die en 

USL: 22 * Young. 
Whilſt you are laughing merrily at my Deller give the 
lende to tell you, TY am ee for the event ! The riſk 
eee | h you 


. VW 
# 


2 s 


— WT 


r r / Fo nid 


* 


a 


r 8 


80 
2 — p 
Ly 
<2 
y 
5 
= 
$ 


4 


FF 


EL SST. 


py A 


w a wir — if 5 —_— c * , e os 1 pw My 8 9 F 3 8 1 5 n A a 
fn... IN TRE oe LETT hes EE EO SEEN of, 
4 on, 1 * ** * * Py 5 


j * r PIs 


mory. 


Nn i Kg if e 


21s). 


you are running, is Auel. is dreadful Ln Yor life is FR OY £ 
moſt uncertain thing in the whole world; and when once the OG 


dye is caſt no change whatever, can poflibly take place. 


When the dead warrant arrives, fign'd and ſeal'd by the 
no appeal, no remonſtrance_ © 


King of Heaven himſelf, 
will be then allowed ou may as well argue with 2 
whirlwind, as with the king of terrors. —— Go then you 
muſt to the infernal priſon, —And, how ſhocking beyond all 
conception the thought, of reaping for a moment of fooliſh, 


ſinful jollity, a moſt tremendous harveſt of weeping, wailing, e 


and gnaſhing of teeth! May God give you repentance in 


time, — for ſoon, very ſoon, it will be forever too late?! 
Much might be ſaid by way of ſolemn warning to you, N 
J have already exceeded by far, the limits preſcrib'd me. 
I am oblig'd to cloſe, — However, I leave the words . 
a very ſerious writer vibrating (as it were,) on your ear, + 


and may the good ſpirit of God ſo powerfully impreſs them 
upon your mind, that you may carry them about continually 
with you, that they may never be eraſed from your me- 


* hazard (that of lighting the ſoul, and things divine,) 


* ſhould the patience of God, to whom nothing is impoſſi- 
Able, afford you ſpace, and his grace work the happy 


change; let it be ſtill remembered, and with that I muſt 
leave you, that the time will come, when you will bit- 
terly repent of theſe delays *, and either repent them be- 

fore God, in the anguiſh of your heart here, or curſe 
your own folly and madneſs in hell; yea, when you will 
“ wiſh, that, dreadful as hell is, you had rather fallen f into. 


mercies, to render the degree of your. puniſhment more 
inſapportable, and your ſenſe of it more NG tor- 


66 menting ?. ha 


2 And I won Aer but the taking u up now this ſmall poker 
in your. hand, and the unchriſtian, ungenerous treatment you have 
green it, will, in ſome meaſure, tend to increaſe and aggravate your 


uture condemnation.— But how re 7 'd ſhall I be, "Thould I find : . 


myſelf (at the end of all things) miſta 
2 Dr. Doddridge's Riſe and Progreſs. 


1255 END. 


% Whatever may be the event of ſo deſperate a _ 


«< it ſooner, than have lived in the mĩdſt of ſo many abuſed 85 EN 
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